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New 8x Mini 
Binoculars 


Black rubber'armored for the 
outdoorsman, hunter. Com¬ 


pact and lightweight, only 
10.5 oz. 368 ft. field of view at 


1000 yds. Quick, easy center- 
focus. Coated optics. Exit 
pupil 2.6mm. 21mm obj. lens. 
With case and lens cover. 


#090450 $49.95 


New 
Military 
Berets 

$12.95 

Mil-Spec 100% wool with 
leather sweatband. Lined 
with stiffener for flash. The 
very finest made. Sizes: (S) 7, 
(M)71/4, (L) 71/2, (XL) 7 3/4. 
Colors: S.F. Green (G), 
Ranger Black (S), Red (R), 
Camo (C). 

#oii3() $12.95 



Grenades 



Look and feel like the real 
thing but are completely 
harmless. Full weight with 
detachable lever and pin. 3 
styles - Pineapple WW II (0), 
Egg Vietnam issue (1), or 
Baseball Current issue (2). 

#i72iG() $9.95 ea. 


G.l. Compass 



Brand New! Latest issue Gl 
lensatic compass comes with 
neck strap and Gl case. 

FSN 6605-151-137 
#2502G0 $34.95 



Smallest, lightest stun gun 
available. Weighs only a few 
ounces but packs a 35,000 
volt bite that will stop any at¬ 
tacker. Uses 9 volt battery. 
#310802 $59.95 

#310801 Battery & Charger 
$19.95 


New Fully Illustrated 
Catalog Send $1.00 



Super Snoooper 

Extremely sensitive, point- 
able, electronic listening de¬ 
vice amplifies and feeds all 
available sounds through 
stereo headpho.nes (in¬ 
cluded). Automatic shut-off 
circuit measures incoming 
signal and protects you from 
harmful high volume noise. 
You can hear a wh isper at 100 
yds., a car door shutting at 5 
blocks, your dog hot on a trail 
2 miles away. Uses standard 
9-volt battery. Warning: Not 
to be used for eavesdropping. 
Bionic Booster increases 
the receiving surface area 37 
times, making it more direc¬ 
tional and powerful. Snapson 
and off easily. 

The Bionic Ear 
#310300 Receiver /Headset 
$79.95 

#310301 Bionic Booster 

$34.95 



Tear Gas Guns 

Eight shot .22 caliber revolver 
or 7-shot automatic fires tear 
gas cartridges or blanks as 
fast as you can pull the trig¬ 
ger. Heavy-duty metal con¬ 
struction with quick, easy 
ejection. Checkered grips. 
Comes with belt holster, tear 
gas (10) and blanks (100). 

6- Shot Revolver 
#260110 Blue $19.95 
#260120 Chrome $24.95 

7- Shot Automatic 
#260510 Blue $21.95 
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Laser Aiming System LS45 


Magazines for your 
Favorite Guns! 

#800 AMT .380 $15 

#801 AMT .22 $15 

#802 PPK/S.380 $14 

#803 PPK.380 $14 

#804 LugerP-08 $16 
#601 Uzi 32 rd. 9mm $15 
#700 Hi-Power 13 rd. $15 
#701 Hi-Power 21 rd. $20 
#510 Gl .45 auto 7 rd. $7 
#405 Mitchell 50 rd. drum 
for Ruger 10/22 $35 

#200 20 rd. for Mini-14 $10 
#202 30 rd. for Mini-14 $15 
#204 40 rd. for Mini-14 $25 
#102 M-16 30 rd. $10 
#103 M-16 40 rd. $25 
#306 M-1 Carb. 30 rd. $8 


The first truly affordable, compact and reliable laser sight. Built 
to stringent military specifications - in use by military and police 
special units. Compact -71/2"x1 3/8"x2". Weighs less than 8 oz 
#310002 LS45 Laser Aiming System $449.95 

How to Get Anything 
on Anybody 

This is the encyclopedia of 
advanced investigative and 
surveillance techniques used 
by virtually every serious in¬ 
telligence agency in the 
world I Now you can learn 
every trick used by detective 
and intelligence agencies. 

Learn to listen thru walls, see 
in the dark, pick locks, obtain 
personal records and more! 

Four experts tell how to bug 
any target and avoid surveil¬ 
lance. A source guide to as¬ 
sembling three super spy 
systems that out-class any 
packaged system. 8-1/2x11, 

260 pages. Over 100 sources 
for surveillance and counter¬ 
surveillance gear 

#pi oi $30.00 


Camo Ranger Vest 

Woodland camo Ranger vest 
doesn't have sleeves...just 
lots of pockets to keep every¬ 
thing you need handy and at 
your side. 8 pockets in all. 
Cotton blend. Shirt-tail sides 
and hide-away hood in collar. 
A rugged action vest whether 
you are wearing fatigues or 
jeans. Specify: S (34-36), M 
(38-40), L (42-44), XL (46- 
48). 

#014800 $39.95 


G.L Web Gear 
#250130 LC-1 Nylon 

Suspenders$14.95 
#250110LC-2 Pistol Belt, M 
$10.95 

#250120 LC-2 Pistol Belt, L 
_$11.95 


USAF MA-1 
Flyer's Jacket 


Paralyzer Tear Gas 

Spray tear gas leaves attack¬ 
ers temporarily helpless, 
causing burning sensation to 
the eyes, nose and throat. 
This shotgun pattern spray is 
safe to the user and bystand¬ 
ers. Pocket model fires 50 
one second blasts to 8 ft. Po¬ 
lice model fires 4-times the 
volume to 18 ft. 

#260701 Pocket $5.95 
(12 for $50.00) 
#260703 Police $8.95 
(12 for $90.00) 


Mechanics 
G.l. Tool Bag 

O.D. green, S'xWxT .Plus 
two flapped compartmental¬ 
ized pockets. Reinforced bot¬ 
tom. Two carrying straps. 
#2803G0 $18.95 


Sizes: S,M,L, XL. Available in 
Sage Green or Black. Specify 
size and color. 

#0134()0 $49.95 


W \| New Z-77 Automatic 

I Fires 20 rounds as fast as 
Wml you can pull the trigger. 

Authentically styled with a 20-shot 
magazine. Folding stock, adjustable sling. Solid steel, 
smoothbore barrel. 80 shots per C0 2 cartridge. Fires .177 
BB‘s at 350-440 fps. Weighs: 2 lbs. 3 oz. Length: Closed: 
16W\ Open: 25”. 

#464407 Z-77 Automatic $49.95 


#260520 Chrome $26.95 



British 

Commando 

Knife 

#170300 > 
$29.95 



Chapman Gun 
Screwdriver Kit 

A must for every gun owner. 
Special gun screw blades. 
Multiple heads with both a 
standard and ratchet handle. 
Convenient carrying case. 
Heat treated tool steel. 
#240400 $21.95 



^ iBft^^NewMXS Mega-Dart Pistol 

Drives a wire dart thru Vfe" plywood! 
Hard-hitting accuracy up to 50 yards and 
more. Velocity exceeds 720 fps. uses .40 
iBfflf caliber darts. Comes with 10 darts. 

#461104 MX5Mega-Dart Pistol $49.95 

#461105 Extra Power Band $ 4.95 




Ordering Information 

By Mail: Use coupon or separate sheet. Include check, money order or credit card 
information. 

By Phone: Call 1-800-872-2838. Have all product and credit card information 
ready. Illinois residents call 1 -312-697-0222. Hours 9 A.M. to 5 P.M. CST Monday- 
Friday. COD orders accepted. COD charge $5 extra. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed! 

We Accept VISA, MASTERCARD or AMERICAN EXPRESS! 


Your Supply Depot, Ltd. 


39W433 Highland Ave., Elgin, IL 60123 (312) 697-0222 | 


Qty. 

Number 

Description/Size/Color 

Price 













Charge my: Q MasterCard Qj Visa Q Amex SubTotal 

Credit Card Number Shipping 

Illinois Residents add T 

6.5% Sales Tax! 

$3.50 

Expiration Date 

Q Check Enclosed 

| [ Money Order Total 
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COMMAND 
GUIDANCE 

by Robert K. Brown 

Russian Retreat 



A T 1915 hours on 27 January 
1979, three battalions of 
Soviet troops launched an attack 
on the Dar-ul-Aman Palace in 
Kabul, Afghanistan. Inside were 
125 Afghans, including the presi¬ 
dent, Hafizullah Amin. It took five 
hours for the Soviets to take the 
palace, at a cost of 25 Russians 
killed and 225 wounded. This 
came as something of a shock to 
the boys in Moscow. It was the 
first indication that this invasion 
business might be a mistake and 
that they ought to leave. 

That thought has never been far 
from the Soviets’ minds, if their 
public statements are to be be¬ 
lieved. All along, though, the 
Soviets have raised two issues 
that must be resolved before their 
withdrawal: first, a continuation 
of a pro-Soviet communist regime 
after they leave and, second, an 
end of foreign assistance to the 
mujahideen. 

Things have been going poorly for 
the Soviets as of late and they have 
now dropped their first require¬ 
ment. It always was sort of imprac¬ 
tical. As Soviet analyst David Isby 
has said, if the Soviets want to en¬ 
sure the safety of their communist 
puppets when they withdraw, then 
they had best take all the telephone 
poles and trees with them or else 
the communists will be found 
hanging from them the next day. So 
the Soviets have said they will leave 
their erstwhile allies to their own 
devices. Afghan President Najibul- 
lah had better either get in touch 
with a reputable Moscow real 
estate firm or get his affairs 
in order. 

As for the second issue, foreign 
support for the resistance, the 


Soviets want that stopped. Sur¬ 
prise, surprise. It is that assis¬ 
tance, along with the mujahideens’ 
perseverance and Pakistan’s sur¬ 
prising resolve in the face of Soviet 
pressure, that have created such a 
disaster for the Soviets. What is 
surprising is not that the Soviets 
expect this as a condition of with¬ 
drawal, but the U.S. government’s 
eagerness to grant their wishes. In 
a United Nations draft proposal, 
the administration agreed to halt 
aid to the rebels at the beginning of 
the Soviet withdrawal. 

The problem, of course, with 
ending aid to the rebels at the be¬ 
ginning of the Soviet withdrawal is 
that it would be much easier for the 
Soviets to reverse their withdrawal 
than for the U.S. government to re¬ 
sume aid, which could leave the 
rebels at a severe disadvantage. 

The Soviet Union got itself into 
this mess and now the State De¬ 
partment wants to reward them for 
the horrors they have inflicted on 
the Afghan population by granting 
them concessions as a condition of 
their withdrawal. The mind bog¬ 
gles. It would seem the Soviets 
have more friends in Foggy Bottom 
than in Kabul. 

For the sake of the people of 
Afghanistan, we can only hope that 
the Soviets’ statements about their 
intention to leave Afghanistan this 
year are sincere. But we should do 
more than hope. We can continue 
doing the things that have brought 
the Soviets to this juncture. That 
will do more to ensure their depar¬ 
ture than emasculating the resis¬ 
tance fighters who have battled the 
Red Army for eight years and, for 
the first time, defeated Soviet 
adventurism in the Third World. ^ 
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SABERTOOTH: THE RIP-ROARING 
ADVENTURES OF A LEGENDARY 

GAME WARDEN by Terry Hodges 

For nearly half a century, Warden Gene Mercer (“Old Sabertooth 1 ’) patrolled the forests, 
valleys, streams and coastal waters of California. Facing the dangers of armed poachers, 
unpredictable hunters and crooked judges, Sabertooth built a reputation as one of Califor¬ 
nia’s finest game wardens. Now, you can ride with Sabertooth as he works with bootleggers 
to stalk deer poachers during the Depression, surprises gill-netters with a boat full of illegal 
salmon or catches market hunters with hundreds ot freshly killed ducks bound for San 
Francisco restaurants. Through hair-raising chases, the numbing cold and boredom of 
prolonged stakeouts and bitter defeats by sophisticated outlaw hunters and corrupt officials, 
Sabertooth’s commitment to protecting wildlife from abuse never wavered. Share in this 
extraordinary adventure. 5 V 2 x 8 V 2 , hardcover, more than 250 pp. $17.95 



THE PARTISAN FIGHTER’S 
MANUAL 

by James C. Krohn, Ph.D. 

Your country has collapsed, overrun 
by enemy troops. You can't just let it 
happen. You have to fight back, 
become a guerrilla in your own 
land—a partisan tighter. Whether 
striking out at a military fee, eluding 
strangers on your home turf, or en¬ 
forcing security in your partisan 
camp, this book gives you the facts 
you need to survive—and prevail. 
5V& x 8 Vi, softcover, 80 pp. $8.00 



PANANANDATA YANTOK 
AT OAGA 

Filipino Slick 2 nd Dagger 

by Amante P. Marinas, Sr. 

The pananandata master is back to 
teach you the Filipino art of stick and 
dagger fighting. Learn to use two of 
the most common weapons on the 
street in unbeatable combinations. 
Your defense will become worlds 
stronger, and your offense more 
lethal. Master pananandata. Your 
life depends upon it 5V4 x 8te. soft- 
cover, 213 photos, 88 pp. $12.00 



MAKE MY DAY! 

Hayduke’s Best Revenge Techniques 
for the Punks in Your Life 

by George Hayduke 
Hayduke is back and meaner than 
ever with this all-new bag of bully- 
busting tricks. Hundreds of ideas 
from readers who rallied to George's 
stirring cry (“Do unto others before 
they get unto you”) fill this antic 
anth ology that will amaze and amuse 
you. Make My Day! is intended for 
entertainment purposes only. 5M x 
8Vfc, hardcover, 224 pp. $16.95 
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DE OPPRESSO LIBER 
The Illustrated History of 
the U.S. Army Special Forces 

by Leroy Thompson 
“To liberate from oppression.” The 
Green Beret motto reflects the goal 
of this elite fighting force and its tra¬ 
dition of honor, traced here from 
WW II to the eighties. Hundreds of 
rare and unusual photos highlight 
the men, the camps, the missions— 
the heart and soul of the Green 
Berets. 8% x 11, hardcover, 165 
photos, 152 pp. $24.95 



FIREARMS FOR SURVIVAL 

by Duncan Long 

Cut through the manufacturers’ 
hype and hoi air of gun-shop com¬ 
mandos with the firstcomplete book 
on this subject since 1976. Firearms 
expert Duncan Long rates the best 
guns for hunting, self-defense and 
combat, and shows how to avoid 
spending too much on firearms. 
Fireaims for Survival is a book you 
may not be able to live without. 8 Vi x 
11, softcover, 136 pp. ( 115 photos. 

$16.95 
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SWAT TRAINING AND 
EMPLOYMENT 

by Steven Mattoon 
Your SWAT team can be the best, 
ab'eto handle any tactical operation. 
With this manual, any unit can 
perfect its mission to serve and 
protect From personnel selection 
and construction of training facili¬ 
ties to methods of forced entry, 
concealment, multistory-building 
operations, hostage rescue and 
leadership, this manual has it all. 8 V 2 
x 11, softcover, illus., 152 pp. $14.00 



HOW TO GET ANYTHING 
ON ANYBODY 

by Lee Lapin 

Get the goods on others with this 
encyclopedia of advanced investi- 
anvbody| QQtive and surveillance techniques. 

Here are expert ways to secretly bug 
any target! Info on lock-pick tech¬ 
nology, how polygraphs and voice 
lie detectors can be tricked and 
much more, including more than 
100 sources lor equipment and 
superspy systems. 8VS> x 11, soft- 
cover, illus., 264 pp. $30.00 


LONG-RANGE PATROL OPERATIONS 
Reconnaissance, Combat,and Special Operations 

by James W. (Jim) England 
Master Sergeant, U.S. Army (Ref) 

A highly versatile and deadlyforce, the LRP, or long-range 
reconnaissance patrol, must infiltrate deep into enemy ter¬ 
ritory, commit sabotage and throw sand into the gears of 
the enemy’s war machine. And Long-Range Patrol Opera¬ 
tions reveals how it is done.This invaluable resource—the 
most comprehensive text on LRP available anywhere— 
also contains the more unique aspects of the deep- 
penetration nature of the LRP ops in today’s combat envi¬ 
ronment 8Vi x 11, softcover, illus., 336 pp. $14.95 



STREET5WEEPERS 
The Complete Book of 
Combat Shotguns 
by Duncan Long 

Its deadly spray of massive fire¬ 
power makes the shotgun the 
choice weapon in close combat for 
the soldier and home owner alike. 
This newest most comprehensive 
book covers every type of action, 
plus ammo, accessories and com¬ 
bat tactics. 8Vi x 1:, softcover, 64 
photos, illus., appendices. 160 pp. 

$17.95 



GET EVEN: 

The Complete Book of Dirty Tricks 

A hilarious overview of the methods 
people use to get even with big busi¬ 
ness, government and enemies. 
More sophisticated and involved 
tricks are included, such as ones 
devised by CIA and Mafia members 
and political dirty tricksters. Over 80 
sections present dirty tricks ranging 
from the simple to the elaborate. For 
entertainment only! SVi x 8 V 2 , hard¬ 
cover, 192 pp. $16.95 



THE STURM, RUGER 10/22 RIFLE 
AND .44 MAGNUM CARBINE 

by Duncan Long 

Legendary reliability and classic 
design are the hallmarks of the Huger 
10/22 rifle and its forerunner, the.44 
Magnum Carbine. In this in-depth 
look at both weapons, noted fire¬ 
arms author Duncan Long covers 
specs, troubleshooting, ammo and 
accessories—this book's got it all! 
Get your hands on a classic. 5V6 x 
8Vfe, softcover, photos, illus., 108 pp. 

$ 10.00 



ACTION CAREERS 
Employment in the High-Risk 
Job Market 

by Ragnar Benson 
The woods are full of people who 
wish they had taken a shotat adven¬ 
ture when they had the chance. But 
it’s not too late. Adventurer Ragnar 
Benson details 24 action-packed 
careers, including Pi, bounty hunter, 
stunt man, gunrunner and rodeo 
cowboy, and how to break into them. 
5V4 x 8%, hardcover, 360 pp. $17.95 
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CATALOG of 300 titles (free with order.) 


MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 

PALADIN PRESS ♦ P.O. BOX 1307 « 


— DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 

BOULDER, CO 80306 • (303) 443-7250 


Please send me the following titles: 







Payment: □ Check or Money Older, 

□ VISA, □ MasterCard. 




SUBTOTAL 

NAME 


Please include 

ADDRESS 


$3.00 postage 
— and handling 
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HK Dealer or Contact: 

Heckler & Koch, Inc, 
14601 Lee Road 
Chantilly, VA 22021 
(703) 631-2800 


In a world of compromise, some don’t. 

H&K firearms are designed to be as safe as possible at all times. But the safe handling and 
responsible use of a firearm are your responsibility. Read the owner’s manual carefully before 
using your gun. Keep all firearms in a safe place at all times. And consult your local police depart¬ 
ment for information on firearms instruction and gun ownership in your area. 


When you're not sure of what ; s out there, you have to 
depena on lightning-like reflexes to cope with any situa¬ 
tion. And you need a defensive weapon that can respond 
just as fast and dependably as those reflexes. 

There's no question...you need the Benelli 12 ga. Super 90 
shotgun! 

The Super 90's rotating Montefeltro bolt system makes it 
the fastest firing shotgun you can buy. Its free carrier and 
external shell release produce fast ammo changes, making it 
the ideal choice of any special operation team. 

This remarkably versatile shotgun also incorporates a one 
piece alloy receiver for lighter weight and quick maneuver¬ 
ability. The stock and forend are made of a nigged fiberglass 


reinforced polymer, for those people who have to be where 
the action is. 

For speed, durability and unsurpassed firepower, select 
the Benelli Super 90 from H&K! 

P7M8 Automatic Pistol is the perfect support weapon! 
The P7M8 incorporates the Continuous Motion Principle in 
the form of a unique cocking lever. This principle means the 
handgun can be drawn, cocked and fired with a single 
action accuracy in one continuous motion with either hand. 
No separate external safety to slow you down. 

The HK P7M8 is safer to cany than any other handgun 
and yet is instantaneously ready to be fired. 












I NVADING 
VIETNAM... 

Sirs: 

Edwin W. Besch 
[“Blueprint for Victory,” 
SOF, January ’88] is 
110% correct with his 
assessment that we 
could have ended that 
damned mess in short 
order by chopping the 
North in two around 
Vinh. Only we wouldn’t 
have had to wait until 
1972. It was my 
impression that we 
could have done it 
anytime while I was 
in-country (’65-’67, also 
with intelligence). It 
would have only been a 
matter of months and 
we would’ve suffered 
10% of the casualties 
we ultimately took by 
dragging it out. 

The one lesson that’s 
been relearned and 
forgotten countless times 
applies here: The best 
defense is a good 
offense! 

We also didn’t have a 
single leader. Kissinger 
and Co. and everybody 
with stars on their 
shoulders should have 
had to squirm into field 
packs and go hump the 
boonies on a two-week 
ratfuck with the grunts 
before they were 
allowed to make a 
decision any more 
important than whether 
or not to have peanuts 
with their beer. I’d 
gladly roll the clock 
back 23 years and try it 
again — if there was 
someone in charge with 
the balls of a barracks 
rat. 

Carl Lucker 
Thompson Falls, 
Montana 



FLAK 


J UST SAY 

THE WORD... 


Sirs: 

We of D Company, 3/36 Infantry (Mech.) read 
SOF every chance we get. Our magazines are about 
two months behind, so we just got the Ortega target 
issue. We’d like to say we definitely agree with you 
and we’re ready to go! 



Left to right, kneeling: Spec.4 Michael Schwenk, 
Spec.4 Peter Valdez. Standing: Cpl. Mark Butsch, 
PFC Lance Gillespie, Spec.4 Frank Seubold, Spec.4 
Scott Stevens. The track: The Four Horsemen. 


We of “The Rock” are hardcore and would like 
to see ourselves in the pages of the ultimate military 
magazine — SOF! 

Spec.4 Michael Schwenk 
D Co,, 3/36 Inf. (Mech.) 

West Germany 

At the risk of setting a dangerous precedent ; 
here's your photo. We receive this type of photo 
fiequently. Please realize that we're usually pressed 
for space and can't print reader photos. 





hftANHLY, DOCTOP, 
1U THANK YOU NOT 
TO INTERFERE IN THE 
PEACE PROCESS. 





F urious 

FINNS... 

Sirs: 

What the hell? Finland is not 
Russia’s friend as stated in your 
article “Rebuffing the Bear” [SOF, 
December ’87]. Our country is the 
only little state to keep its 
independence after World War II. 
What were the Swedes doing during 
the war? Nothing. Germany was the 
only one who, along with ourselves, 
was fighting against the Soviet Union 
and communism. 

Almost everyone here in Finland 
likes America very much. We really 
are not Russia’s friend like you said. 
God bless America and Finland. 

Antti Vaaja 
Helsinki, Finland 

The article contained the 
statement: “One Russian leader 
predicted that one day Sweden 
would be Russia s friend in the same 
way as Finlandimplying , of 
course , a forced “friendship 
Finland is no more Russia's friend 
than Afghanistan is. 


W EST GERMAN 
WIMPS... 

Sirs: 

According to your Bulletin Board 
item “Banning in Bavaria” [SOF, 
February ’88], the Bavarian 
authorities don’t want their youth to 
grow up with the characteristics of 
“hardness, strength of nerve, 
aggressiveness, unwillingness to 
compromise.” 

By implication, the opposite 
characteristics of softness, weakness 
of nerve, shyness and indecisive 
wishy-washiness are preferred. 
Apparently, they desire to raise a 
generation of thoroughly wimpish 
Germans. God help us all! 

Gene L. Downing 
Florissant, Missouri 

West Germany is increasingly 
becoming an example of the effect 
of too much government. 
Thousands of bureaucrats waste 
their days doing little more than 
drawing up new laws to hound the 
citizenry. Unfortunately SOF fell 
victim to one of these ridiculous 
exercises in over-regulation. SOF 
readers are a stout lot and we 
remain confident they'll latch onto 
their favorite rag, law or no law. 


APRIL 88 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 5 

























N ever give 

CBS AN EVEN BREAK... 

Sirs: 

I think your Parting Shot written 
by Karl Phaler in the January issue 
was far too forgiving of CBS. Their 
prime-time news programs, “60 
Minutes” and “West 57th,” 
consistently denounce American 
foreign policy and freedom fighters 
around the world. The contras in 
Nicaragua, UNITA in Angola and 
RENAMO in Mozambique are only a 
few examples. 

Even the mujahideen aren’t safe. 
On 20 December 1987, “West 
57th” complained that the plan to 
train Afghans to use video 
equipment to report on Russian 
atrocities was not journalism but 
propaganda. They didn’t mention 
Russian propaganda or the endless 
thousands of people they’ve killed. 

Is this unbiased reporting? 

Steven Litel 
Fulton, Missouri 

Parting Shot's intention is to offer 
SOF readers a chance to voice their 
opinions or bring attention to an 
area of mutual interest Numerous 
readers didn't share Mr Phaler's 
opinion of (( Tour of Duty” or CBS . 
That's an inherent quality of 
opinions — not everyone shares 
them. We here at SOF are in 
agreement with you about the 
political slant of CBS's so-called 
news documentaries. 


F iring at the 

SA80 REPLY... 

Sirs: 

Your response to Mr. Whittum’s 
letter [FLAK, SOF, December ’87] 
stinks. Does Mr. Kokalis have so 
little to write about that you would 
generate future articles by printing a 
bogus story — namely “Bring the 
SA80”? 

Your conscience may be clear by 
admitting the misdeed, but that 
doesn’t make it OK. Please, in the 
future continue to give us honest, 
well-grounded articles by your more 
than capable all-star staff. 

A U.S. Marine 
3rd Bn., 4th Marines 

SOF never has nor will print a 
“bogus story. ” Rest assured that 
Peter K. doesn't suffer from a 
shortage of topics. The answer is this 
simple: Our surveys showed that 
many of you weren't reading the 
weapons articles. We thought the 
jazzed-up graphic look of “Firing the 
SA80” could change that 


S OVIET 

SUBTERFUGE... 

Sirs: 

I’m writing in regard to Mikhail 
Gorbachev’s appointment as man of 
the year in Time magazine. Does 
Time actually believe that he’s, as 
they said, “The hope for a new 
Soviet Union”? Those of us who are 
more educated about Soviet ideas 
and goals know better. 



Gorbachev is trying to make the 
Soviet Union look more attractive to 
the United States, as though a 
compromise between communism 
and capitalism has taken place. 
Ultimately this will help them 
achieve their final goal. There is no 
new Soviet Union and there never 
will be. Mr. Gorbachev is doing a 
good job fooling some capitalists into 
believing there is. This capitalist isn’t 
fooled! 

Kevin M. Conner 
Umatilla, Florida 

Neither are we. However ; 
Gorbachev's election as man of the 
year comes as no surprise. After all, 
Time chose Adolf Hitler as man of 
the year in 1938, so Gorby may well 
be in appropriate company. We can 
only hope Mr. Supreme Soviet 
won't follow in Herr Hitler's 
footsteps. In the meantime let's lock 
and load and keep both eyes open. 


Tl ME 

H>c \Xeckly Muwiieguttnft 



M ake sales 
not WAR... 

Sirs: 

Having served in the Army during 
Vietnam and now observing the 
events in Latin America, I can only 
wonder who won the war in 
Southeast Asia and who’s now 
winning in Latin America. 

While the French and Americans 
deployed troops during the period 
from WWII until the early 1970s, the 
Japanese deployed sales forces. The 
French and Americans saw many 
Japanese trucks and cars during 
their tours of duty. In Latin America 
our armies are again seeing 
Japanese cars and trucks while 
American influence dwindles so 
close to home. 

We have become the nation of 
mercenaries because our surplus of 
unemployed is due to our military 
reactions to economic situations. The 
Japanese have deployed sales forces 
while we have deployed soldiers. 

We need to wage war on poverty, 
not on our potential markets. By 
investing in the infrastructures of 
these countries, we will have the 
foothold we need to market our 
goods. Prosperity is the real ally of 
capitalism and democracy. 

Paul McCarthy 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

As long as the United States is 
willing to pay for Japan's defense , 
they'll take the spare money and use 
it to invest around the world. Our 
problem is that we dictated laws 
following the war limiting Japanese 
military force levels and in return 
offered to provide for the majority of 
the cost of Japan's defense. A better 
solution would be to force Japan to 
pay the United States for their 
defense and force them to contribute 
to the costs we're incurring in 
protecting their mercantile supply 
lines, specifically the Persian Gulf oil 
routes. We believe in prudent 
investment into the infrastructure 
abroad — but you also have to be 
prepared to protect those 
infrastructures. 


LETTERS 

Your input has made FLAK 
one of SOF’s most popular 
columns. Write and tell us your 
opinion of SOF or any subject 
you consider worth our readers’ 
attention. We reserve the right 
to edit for content and brevity. 
Send letters to FLAK, c/o SOF, 
PO Box 693, Boulder, CO 

80306. y ( 
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Learn at Home in Spare Time 

LEARN GUN REPAIR 



MAKE MONEY! HAVE FUN TOO! Start Right 
Now! No Previous Experience Necessary. 

IN YOUR FIRST LESSON we reveal a 
secret of ballistics that can increase your 
hunting accuracy so dramatically...ALL 
YOUR FRIENDS WILL BEG YOU TO SHOW 

THEM HOW TO DO IT! The men you shoot 
with will scarcely believe their eyes when they 
witness your sensationally improved shooting ac¬ 
curacy. (You may even have trouble believing it 
yourself!) It seems like a miracle—yet, it’s part of 
your training on the way to becoming a gun pro. 

The way you do it is the simple application of 
revealing new information concerning ballistics 
that is explained with a simple, easy-to-understand 
chart that accompanies your 
first lesson. And this is just 
one example of the dozens of 
inside tips and gun secrets 
that will be revealed to you 
as you progress through 
this exciting course. 

GUNS ARE BIG BUSI 

NESS Gun repair, cus¬ 
tom ammo-making, sporter- 
izing, custom stocking, 
sales—all are profit oppor¬ 
tunities for the expert. Now, 

.at home in spare time, you 
can learn the basics you 
need to become that expert. 

We do not know how many 
of our graduates have ! 
started their own -Qjjin \ 
shops, but we haveners' J 
on file from some who have. 

And we’ll send you the re¬ 
sults of a survey 
showing employ 
ment success of 
our graduates.! 

FIRST FOLD HERE G82D 

No postage necessary when you 
mail this entire post-paid ad g j 

To Mail, Fold Ad in 
Following Manner: 

1. Remove entire page— 

Tear or cut on dotted line 
to left. 

2. Fold page in half on 1st 
fold line. 

3. Fold page again on 2nd 
fold line. 

4. Tape or glue the 3 open 
sides and 

DROP IN THE MAIL 
BOX TODAY! 


TOP FLIGHT GUN “PRO’S” TELL YOU WHAT TO DO, 
HOW TO DO IT, GUIDE YOU EVERY STEP OF THE WAY. 

You’ll see how to take apart and repair almost 
every well-known rifle, shotgun, pistol and auto¬ 
matic. We take the mystery out of ballistics Show 
you how to smooth up actions, fit and repair 
stocks, rechoke shotguns, customize handguns. 
Includes bedding techniques, stock inletting, fit¬ 
ting drop and pitch. Learn what the experts know 
about reloading. Special section on black powder 
guns. How to buy and sell guns for profit. 

As a “Gun Pro” trainee at North American WE SHOW 
YOU HOW TO APPLY FOR A FEDERAL FIREARMS 
LICENSE. If you qualify otherwise, you may obtain 
a Federal License to buy and sell guns, ammuni¬ 
tion and accessories without inventory , .while you 
are still a student at North American. This means 
you can begin making extra cash almost immedi¬ 
ately-ordering guns for others on a cost-plus 
basis. It also helps you get started toward a 
business of your own...if that is what you want 
after you graduate. 

Everything Explained in Easy-To-Under- 
stand Language so Even a Beginner Can 

Follow. Explanations include photos, 
diagrams, drawings and charts. We send 
you all the tools you neec so you actually 
learn by doing as you follow the lessons. 
You receive catalogs, bargain bulletins, re- 
quirements for Federal Firearms License. 

Special Tools and Equipment Included. 

You get precision gauges, fine gunsmith’s 
screwdrivers, checkering tools, plus much, 
much more. 

FIRST FOLD HERE 


Send Today \ 
for FREE 
FACTS 


YES! 


BEGIN MAKING MONEY 
EVEN BEFORE YOU 
GRADUATE! 


l\ 


CO 

Ed 

Ed H 

H< w w 
Oaf Cz 


Send Today 
for FREE 
FACTS and 
COLOR 
BROCHURE 
on how you 
can turn 
your hobby 
into A 
Money- 
Making 
Career! 



Rush me FREE FACTS and full informa¬ 
tion on how I can learn gun repair at 
home and become a Gun Pro. I am under no obliga¬ 
tion and no salesman will visit me. 


NAME. 


.AGE- 


STREET- 


.APT. #_ 


CITY/STATE_ 


ZIP 


)- 


PHONE ( 

NORTH AMERICAN SCHOOL OF FIREARMS, Dept. RS038 

925 Oak St., Scranton, PA 18508-9971 

RJ A Subsidiary of National Education Corporation 
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1800 * 0 # 


Gettysburg 

Campaign 


■WORLD 

WARN 


f4598 Spec. ed. 


4275 $19.95 


t ★ 0042 S14.95 


JRMANDY 

AMPAIGN 



1875 Spec. ed. 




Tom 

Clancy 


The 



OCTOBER 


0992 $14.95 



KOREA 


Bcvin Alexander 


umm 

tougie 


^i3rf»lg^D8uybl/#T^l5Boo^ , I 

nm i ri7Gi:ii \ij)J 


4267 $15.95 4606 $17.95 1826 $24.95 4036 $18.95 1503 $23.95 +2600 $12.95 2659 $18.95 +3988 $10.95 3996 $16.95 4580 $19.95 


Marine air 




THIWM 

AflAlNTTHI 

TVffiORHTI 


4226 $17.95 



Patton 


WAR AS I 
KNEW IT 



DEATH 


1255 $19.95 3749 Spec. ed. 0786 $14.95 2162 Spec. ed. 2329 $18.95 


The siorv 
of the«w* 1 

jKXRwu 

THE 

evaders 


1164 $27.95 1 032 $12.95 
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THE DAY THEY 

ALMOST 

BOMBED 

MOSCOW 


THE ALLIED WAR IN 
RUSSIA 1918-1920 


3384 $19.95 


1446 $18.95 2576 $19.95 2907 Spec, ed 1180 $14.50 


3806 $15.95 


* 3 R 

WAR 


FIGHTING 

FIT 


Thtliml Dei «hm Farces 
fluid* to Pbrsieut Fttnes* 


3111 $18.95 1776 Spec. ed. t0349 $7.99 1065 $17.95 


1206 $16.95 


VJnly a powerful few knew what was really happening during 
World War II. For countless others the trenches, beaches and air 
raids made the war just as personal — yet far more deadly. 

The Military Book Club gives you the war from all 
perspectives. From the front lines in Europe and the 
Pacific...to behind the scenes in Washington and 
Berlin. You get “insider” stories, rare photographs 
and more. Battles fought on land, sea and air. Join the 
Military Book Club. And see war as only a few have. 


INSIDE THE 
GREEN BERETS 

The Fin*Thirty SvJrv 


2634 $19.95 1438 $24.95 4259 $18.95 


Devil 

boats 

Mh. PT War 
Against Japan 


John Keegan 
and Andrew Wheatemfi 


1842 $19.95 


4630 Spec. ed. 


4705 $10.95 1289 $18.95 


Take any 4 books for 98C membership. 


Here's how the Club Plan works: You’ll get 4 books for only 98<t plus shipping and handling and your FREE 
WWII MAPS when accepted as a member. We reserve the right to reject any application. However, once ac¬ 
cepted, if you are not completely satisfied with your introductory books, return them within 10 days at our ex¬ 
pense. Your membership will be cancelled and you will owe nothing. The FREE MAPS are yours to keep in any case. 
Huge selection: As a Club member, you’ll have over 350 titles to choose from—a tremendous variety of the 
very best military books in print. Many feature rarely seen photos, illustrations 
ana maps. Many books are difficult to find anywhere else. 

How you save money: The Club offers its own complete hardbound editions 
(sometimes altered in size to fit special presses}. Club editions save you up to 
30% off publishers’ hardcover edition prices. A shipping and handling charge ii 
added to each shipment. 

Club magazine: About every 4 weeks (14 times a year) you’ll receive the free Club 
magazine describing coming Selection(s) and Alternates. In addition, up to 4 times 
a year, you may receive offers of special Selections, always at discounts off pub¬ 
lishers' prices. If you want the featured Selection(s), do nothing—shipment will 
be made automatically. If you prefer an Alternate—or no book at all—indicate 
this on the order form and return it by the date specified. You’ll have at least 10 
days to decide. If you have less than 10 days, and you receive an unwanted 
Selection, you may return it at our expense and owe nothing. 

The choice Is always yours: Your only obligation is to take just 4 books at regular 
low Club prices during the next 2 years. You may resign any time after purchas- 
r4b ‘ . 


ing your 4 books, or continue to enjoy Club membership for as long as you like. 


TWO FULL 
COLOR 

24te* x 19" WW II MAPS 

FREE 

with membership 


tSoft cover 

^Military Book Club® 

' Garden City, NY 11535 


* Explicit sex, violence and/or language 


Club editions save you up lu 30% oft publisher's edition prices quoted above. 


. appli 

boxes below, plus' my FREE WW II MAPS. Bill me only 98c plus shipping and handling for 
the 4 books. I agree to the Club plan presented in this ad, and understand that I need 
buy just 4 more books at regular low Club prices any time I want during the next 2 years. 

No-risk guarantee; If not delighted after examining my 4 selections, I may return the 
books withm 10 days at Club expense. My membership will be cancelled and I will owe 
nothing. No matter what I decide, I may keep my FREt MAPS. 






Mr- 

Mfe: 






CX-571 

Ms. 


(please print) 




Address 




Ant No 


Citv 





Zip. 


It under 18. parent must smn. 

Members accepted in U.S.A. and Canada only. Canadian members serviced from 

Canada where otter is slightly different. 

67-M095 
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REUNIONS 

Strike Force 
Association 

This organization for 
former and present 
members of the 2nd 
Battalion, 502nd 
Infantry, 101st Airborne 
Division, will hold its 
annual reunion from 3 
to 7 June 1988 at Fort 
Campbell, Kentucky. 
Write: Tom Russell, 321 
Summerfield Drive, 
Baden, PA 15005 or 
call (412) 869-1160. 
First Battalion, 

4th Marines 
(Vietnam era) 

This reunion is being 
organized for Veterans 
Day 1988 at the 
Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial in 

Washington, DC. Write: 
L.A. Dos Santos or 
John Daniels, PO Box 
322, Jamesport, NY 
11447. 


H onor 
roll... 

El Salvador/Nicaragua 
Defense Fund 
contributors: 

The Schustereit Family 
— Kenneth, Theresa and 
Lance, and Matthew and 
Charlotte Kocian; Charles 
A. Hancock; Jonathan 
Freeman; Mid & NE 
Essex Monday Club; A.J. 
Pope — Customer of G.I. 
Supply. 

Afghan Freedom 
Fighters Fund 
contributors: 

Michael A. Barnes, Ken 
Goze, Customers of G.I. 
Supply #1, Customers of 
G.I. Supply #2, 

Our heartfelt thanks go 
out to these people and 
the numerous other 
donors who requested 
their names not be 
printed. 


BULLETIN 
BOARD ^ 



W HAT HAVE 

WE HERE?... 

Mujahideen who knocked off an Afghan courier 
— one who worked for the Soviet secret police, the 
KGB, not the Afghan version, the Khad — on the 
road between Kabul and Peshawar, Pakistan, found 
documents in his possession which set Peshawar 
abuzz. 

The documents — in both Russian and Farsi — 
were sequentially numbered and were to be 
delivered to Afghan KGB operatives working in 
Pakistan. The documents and maps provided 
instructions for the operatives on where to go in 
Kabul for immediate evacuation. 

Are the Soviets preparing their deep-cover agents 
for a rapid exit from Pakistan-Afghanistan? Or was 
the whole thing a disinformation ploy? 



X MAS TOYS FOR 

MUJAHIDEEN BOYS... 

SOF correspondent Peter Douglas’ letter 
announcing his safe exit from Afghanistan is worth 
sharing. It reads, in part: 

Hiya Jim, 

Just back after my recent Afghan travel. I was last 
there in the winter of January ’86 — pre-Stinger. 
Christ, what a difference that little toy has made for 
the muj. In early ’86 there were no ifs or buts about 
it, they were on the run, morale was rock bottom 
and the Mi-24s and Su-25s ruled the skies. We 
scurried about like frightened insects every time one 
or the other or even both appeared overhead. But 
then the Stinger came in. In the words of Massoud 
Khalili [spokesman for Jamiat-i-IsIami and a guest 
speaker at the 1987 Soldier of Fortune 
Convention], i( For nine years the dragon has ruled 
the skies. Now the dragon is dead. ” 


N ews from the fronts 

IN AFGHANISTAN... 

Our crystal ball was working well 
this fall, so SOF flooded Afghanistan 
with reporters. The articles start this 
issue with Dave Isby’s “Four Battles 
in Afghanistan” and Harry Bateson’s 
“Assignment Afghanistan.” Others 
should be flowing in over the next 
few months from: 

• Peter Douglas (“Cambodian 
Killing Ground,” July ’87 and “A 
Tale of Two Ambushes,” March ’88) 
and John Jameson (“Eritrea’s 
Femmes Fatales,” February ’88), 
who went with a mujahideen strike 
force of the National Islamic Front of 
Afghanistan to the Kabul area in 
December. 

• Jake Border (author of several 
articles on Burma and Afghanistan), 
who wintered over in Afghanistan at 
SOF’s behest and made several 
operations in the eastern portion of 
the country. 

• Mike Winchester, one of the 
most experienced Afghan hands, 
who traveled far and wide into the 
northern provinces — Badakhshan 
(where the big mountains are), 

Kunar and Laghman, where he and 
a companion blazed a horse route 
over mountain trails that had been 
crossed only by men on foot until 
then, in winter, we might add. 

Winchester was with 
Jamiat-i-Islami commander Ahmad 
Shah Massoud when he attacked 
and captured the regime garrison at 
Kiran-O-Mounjan in Badakhshan 
Province on 29 October. Massoud 
took 266 prisoners and killed 29 
regime troops at the cost of 14 
mujahideen. Massoud policed up six 
82mm mortars, two 76mm cannons, 
three 12.7mm DShK heavy machine 
guns, two 120mm mortars, 350 
small arms (AKs and pistols), five 
radio sets, 3,000 rounds of mortar 
or artillery ammunition and roughly 
1,000,000 rounds of small arms 
ammo. The Soviets got a relief force 
back into Kiran-O-Mounjan days 
after the fighting but did not 
reoccupy the post. Without a regime 
post there, Massoud’s resupply 
caravans will be able to cut their 
travel time to the interior 
substantially. 

On his way out, Winchester and a 
companion were captured and held 
briefly by Hezb-i-Islami forces. While 
they were out of action an Italian 
journalist who had also been at 
Kiran-O-Mounjan was captured by 
regime forces and taken to Kabul. 
His fate remains unknown. 
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THE DUTCHMAN 


USE COUPON 
BELOW OR 
CALL TOLL FREE 


1 - 800 - 821-5157 


SOUND DETECTORS 


DISTANT SOUND 
DETECTOR 
MULTIPLIES 
SOUND 5000 
TIMES 

The VanSleek 
FARFOON® 



The most sophisticated yet developed. Made 
for professional hunters to hear approaching 
animals at a great distance, the VanSleek has 
now been discovered by the security industry. 
On city terrain, sounds leap across blocks and 
streets. Guards are using VanSleek in prison 
yards to listen to convicts. The range of uses 
of the VanSleek Farfoon is astonishing and 
satisfaction is over-whelming. Receptivity plus. 
VanSleek is superior to direct receiver 
products.., utilizes a built-in 3>W parabolic 
dish for Sound Mirror effect previously only 
found on larger, more expensive units. 
Convenient size, small enough for use in tight 
places. Weighs about 2-lbs. Solid-state 
circuitry. Powered by 6 pen-light batteries for 
increased amplitude. $148.00 postpaid and 
worth itl 


:ii 
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You Need The tc 
BUG BOX * 

For Telephone 
Privacy 

Assure complete telephone privacy with 
this telephone tap detector. It*s the only 
device of its kind that prevents same-line 
eavesdropping PLUS notifies you of 
unauthorized intrusion onto your line. While 
most tap-detectors must screw into your 
phone’s mouthpiece, the BUG BOX is totally 
independent: plug your modular phone into 
tiny (3" x 2” x 1”) BUG BOX, then plug BUG 
BOX into the wall jack. Now you've got 
TOTAL privacy — BUG BOX’S red indicator 
light lets you know if someone is 
eavesdropping AND if someone has 
intentionally (or unintentionally) tapped 
your lines inside or outside the house. 
BONUS: Mach BUG BOX to every phone 
in your house, then you, AND ONLY YOU, 
can access the phone. BUG BOX not only 
tells you if someone else is on the line, it 
KEEPS THEM OFF with its Privacy Shut-out 
Circuit. THEY CANT LISTEN IN EVEN IF 
THEY WANTED TO! Buy one BUG BOX and 
use its red indicator light to tell you if 
someone else has come "on line”: buy as 
many BUG BOX’S as you have phones, and 
have it both ways — total Privacy Shut-out 
plus visible red light indicators. NO OTHER 
TAP DETECTOR HAS BOTH THESE 
FEATURES! Order BUG BOX for $48.00 
postpaid, and each additional unit for 
$30.00 each. 


FOLDING 


TRENCH KNIFE i 




INCREDIBLE NIGHT VISION 


Lets You See Them... 

But They Can’t See You 
AN/PAS-5 INFRARED 
GOGGLES 

Used by U.S. forces in Viet 
Nam and refined by the Israeli 
Army for desert warfare and 
counter-terrorist campaigns. 

Direct from Israeli storerooms and 
operation ready. 

Now you can see them.. .but they 
can’t see you! Blend into the night, 
virtually invisible while your IR goggles 
turn night into day. The ultimate in 
high-tech. Ideal for surveillance, hunting, war games, police, survival settings, home 
security, urban patrolling. 

Designed for “hands free” operation. Fit snug on head. Weigh about 11-oz. Here’s 
what you get: 1) AN/PAS-5 IR goggle binoculars 2) built-in close-up lens assembly 3) 
light restriction caps 4) operating manual 5) mercury battery 6) high impact carrying 
case 7) 4 V 2 ” super concave IR filter 8) 100,000 candlepower Blue Streak Rescue Light 
(light source) 9) adjusting head strap assembly. Additional batteries $5.00 each, 1-3/4” 
IR filter $9.00, 5-3/8” IR filter $16.00, 4Vz” concave IR filter $16.00. 

Infrared systems can cost $$thousands. Here is your chance for just $398.00 to own 
a sophisticated IR system complete with everything you need for operation — goggles, 
light source, filter and more. Sorry, at these prices NO credit cards or COD; money 
orders and cashiers checks ONLY for this item, 


ONLY $398 

POSTPAID 



PENalyzer 
CS Tear Gas 
$8.95 

Looks like an ordinary ball point 
..,pen, complete with pocket clip. 

1 'But pull off the cap and you’ve 
got a potent punch of CS Tear 
GAS at your disposal. Wear 
PENalyzer in your shirt pocket 
and have unobtrusive security no 
matter where you are. 8g aresol 
shoots disabling blast 6 to 8 feet. 
PENalyzer is tilled in France by 
one of the worlds oldest and 
largest manufacturers of chemi¬ 
cals and equipment for 
police/military applications. 
Special Dutchman price of S8.95 
each or six for $29.00 postpaid. 
Hurry, supplies are limited on this 
very unique product 


MACE® 


Don’t mistake MACE with 
lesser tear gas aerosols. 

Chemical MACE delivers a 
potent punch of highly 
purified CN tear gas to' 
incapacitate an assailant 
allowing you plenty of time to 
get away. MK-VI unit comes 
in individual gun’like case 
with real trigger action. 

Unique pistol grip allows quick hand orientation 
and sure action; attach to key-ring, purse or belt. 
Fires about 25 half-second bursts. Order one for 
$14.50 and SAVE by ordering six for $60.00. 


PHONE RECORDER 



$32 


postpaid. 



Electronic marvel tapes phone calls 
automatically/legally. Keep a permanent record ot 
all phone conversations — unit starts your recorder 
only when your phone or extension is lifted, and 
stops when you hang up. Tiny size, just 
5" x 3” x 1" 



SECRET EAR 


For Protection $169.00 postpaid 
& Surveillance/ 

Via Your 
Telephone. 

Tele-Monitor 
2000 lets you 
discreetly 

listen in on unusual 
activities on any premises 
via the telephone. Small device (5’A” x 3W x 1") plugs 
into any modular jack. Does not require beeper/pager; 
takes just a touch tone phone. Simply call number Tele- 
Monitor is attached to, access by pushing the correct 
touch-tone buttons. Once activated, super sensitive 
mike picks up the most minute of sounds. Monitor 
computer & printer operations while you’re away; use 
for security to hear any unusual sounds — smote 
alarm, surge alarm, cries for help, muffled sounds of 
burglars at woric Compatible with any American phone 
exchange. Up to four units can be attached to one 
phone line, so you can monitor from room to room. 
Normal phone operations are not affected. American- 
made, state-of-the-art and priced right for just $169.00 
oostpaid (additional units $15000 each). Order by mail 


HIDING BOOK 


Protect Your Valuables 
With Our 

HIDING 
BOOK 

$24°o 

POSTPAID 



NOVA XR5000 
$63 POSTPAID 
50,000 VOLTS! 

The Nova XR5000 Stun Gun 
can protect you from attackers. 

STUN GUN will instantly “scramble” attacker’s 
nervous system causing immediate 
(temporary) paralysis! By simply touching 
your attacker anywhere, he will drop helpless 
even through many layers of clothing. STUN 
GUN is not lethal and is safe to user Cannot 
transmit shock back to you. Requires a 9 volt 
nicad battery and charger $16.00. The Nova 
is sold with a leather holster for $63.00 
postpaid. This is the authentic American 
made product. Put 50,000 volts in the palm 
of your hand, order today. 


BOMBER JACKET 


wwn 

BOMBER 

JACKET 



For just $46.00 because it’s made of 
all THE RIGHT STUFF. The classic 
WWII Bomber Jacket for the 
Aviator/Racer look. Made of Dura- 
Hide, a man-made leather that defies 
.you to tell It from the real thing. 
This is your chance to pick up the hottest bok today 
at a very reasonable price. Check out these features; 
heavy duty Brass zippers; horizontal (zippered) and 
vertical front pockets; zippered left sleeve utility 
pocket; heavy duty knit cuffs and waistband; heavy 
wight pile collar; stylish epaulettes on each shoulder; 
inside storm flap for wind resistance; 100% nylon 
lining; 8-ounces polyester body fill for warmth that 
doesn’t weigh you down. This is a jacket taking 
America by Storm, .don’t miss out. Order yours 
today for just $46.00 plus $360 shipping. Specify 
XS (30-32), S (34-36), M (38-40), L (42-44), XL (46) 
and XXL (48-50) and be sure to tell us BLACK or 
BROWN. 



■p—, CHARGE CARD ORDERS 
*^0^ Toll Free 800-821-5157 
Wms In Missouri 816-221-3581 

We ship UPS 
Please provide street address jj 

MAIL IN ORDERS 

Send check or money order to the 
address below. 

The Dutchman 
Dept, 48 8 
P.O. Box 12548 
Overland Park, KS 66212 


ITEM 


PRICE 


One of the slickest places to secrete money 
has always been in a book. Think of how 
many books a thief would have to look 
through: And now you can hide larger 
things... like a gun, or a box of jewelry... 
many things. And you can carry your hidden 
object with you in one of these "Hiding 
Books.” Full size book, random titles used, 
handmade, and velvet lined in red. Brand 
new books. With cover closed you can’t tell 
from any other book. The space inside is 
5x8 inches. This is a top quality item. 
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ORE ON 

U.S. STINGERS... 


In Peshawar, we are told, the 
Afghans have been sending back a 
piece from every aircraft nailed by 
the U.S.-supplied Stingers. The 
trophies are stored in a small 
building in a mujahideen compound 
there and a Western visitor says 
Afghan visitors to the museum treat 
it as a sacred site. 

But the best trophy of all went to 
U.S. Congressman Charley Wilson, 
D-Texas, who has mounted to a 
plaque above the door to his office 
the expended tube from the first 
Stinger used against a Soviet aircraft 
in Afghanistan. Wilson got the 
gewgaw because he was 
instrumental in breaking down the 
official barriers in Washington 
against delivery of the Stingers to 
the Afghans. 

We’re jealous! 


A ll the news 

NOT FIT TO PRINT... 

The New York Times is America’s 
newspaper of record, which means it 
prides itself on being the most 
accurate newspaper of the day. 
That’s not the same as saying that 
the New York 77 mes is willing to 
admit when the “record” it has 
established is called into question. 

A Ukrainian weekly newspaper 
published in the United States asked 
the Times’ Executive Editor Max 
Frankel to comment on the 
revelation by Dr. James E. Mace 


that the Times had an agreement 
with the Soviet authorities to 
suppress news during the time of the 
deliberately induced Great Ukrainian 
Famine of 1932-33 (7,000,000 died 
so that Joseph Stalin could suppress 
dissent and convince the peasants 
that collective farming was the way 
of the future). 

Mace’s accusation is based on 
recently declassified U.S. State 
Department documents which 
mention the agreement between the 
Soviet Union and the New York 
Times. The Times’ man in Moscow, 
Walter Duranty, told a U.S. official 
that his reporting on the famine 
“always reflected the official opinion 
of the Soviet regime and not his 
own” in accordance with the 
agreement between the Times and 
Soviet authorities. Duranty received 
a Pulitzer in 1932 for “dispassionate 
interpretative reporting of the news 
from Russia.” 

After receiving a copy of Mace’s 
accusation and the declassified State 
Department report, Frankel’s 
secretary called the Ukrainian paper 
to pass on that Frankel had said: 
“This doesn’t seem to qualify as 
news. It is really history, and belongs 
in history books.” 

So, too, does the Times’ 
reputation. 


S OFers NEED 
NOT APPLY... 

We received a number of queries 
from SOF readers regarding service 
in the South-West Africa Territory 
Force (SWATF) and the South 


African Defence Force (SADF). 

Senior Editor John Coleman was 
on assignment in Windhoek, the 
capital of South-West Africa, and 
checked out the status of potential 
foreign volunteers to SWATF and 
SADF. 

Sorry, fellas. According to Major 
McDonald, Chief Recruiting Officer 
for the SWATF in Windhoek, they 
not only have more local help than 
they can use, but “no matter how 
highly qualified you are, you must 
be a South African citizen before 
you can apply.” 

That entails five years’ residence 
in South Africa, says Maj. 
McDonald, after which they’ll 
consider your application. 


M eanwhile in 
angola. .. 

While the world was watching 
Afghanistan, down in Angola the 
local puppet forces and Cuban 
advisers took a pounding from Jonas 
Savimbi’s UNITA forces, supported 
by South African troops. 

In the last offensive, Angolan 
government losses ran to 3,178 
killed or wounded; 10 Cubans killed 
or wounded; three Soviets killed or 
wounded; 61 T-54/55 tanks, 87 
APCs, 20 BM-21 rocket launchers, 
one BM-14 rocket launcher, six 
TMM mobile bridges, five D30 
122mm cannons, 301 logistical 
vehicles, 13 23mm antiaircraft guns, 
three radars, 36 SAMs, seven 
helicopters, two fighters and four 
transport planes destroyed, captured 
or shot down. 

Savimbi’s UNITA is probably still 
the most likely anti-communist army 
to score a victory in the short term. 


N O WAY WE COULD 

MAKE THIS ONE UP... 

Way down deep in the Sudan, in 
a place on the map where they used 
to write “Here there be monsters,” 
Colonel John Garang, military 
commander of a black Christian 
guerrilla force known as the 
Sudanese People’s Liberation Army, 
which is locked in a war with the 
Moslem- and Arab-dominated 
government in Khartoum, put the 
war on the back burner to listen on 
the radio as his beloved Minnesota 
Twins defeated the St. Louis 
Cardinals four games to three in the 
World Series. 

Continued on page 85 


12 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


APRIL 88 
















Presenting 

The Worlds First Commemorative MIG 




Firing , hand-engraved, 24-karat gold-plated semiautomatic M16, in a 
"limited edition of only 1,500 in honor of the Vietnam War. 

\s , - .. .. 






“A beautiful memorial in itself 
to our Vietnam Veterans**’ 

Jut Scrnjqp, Fuuodtr 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial 


I n the hands of American troops it patrolled the 
Central Highlands with Special Forces . . . 

guarded against sappers at Bien Hoa searched 

for VC in the Delta in PBRs . . . and humped the 
boonies in I Corps. The VC, who feared its high 
velocity round, called it the "Black Gun". 

Two years in the making. The Vietnam War 
Commemorative M16 is the ultimate M16. It had to 
be —it honors our Vietnam Veterans . No time, trouble 
or expense has been spared. 


Only 1500 Will Be Made 

This is the first limited-edition, collector-grade 
M16 ever issued. Only 1500 will be made, and each 
is individually serially numbered between 0001 and 
1500, with the prefix "V", for Vietnam. The serial 
number and the owner's name will be inscribed on 
tiie Certificate of Authenticity. Serial No. 1 is being 
presented to General William Westmoreland and 
No. 2 to Jan Scruggs. 


24-Karat Gold on Gleaming Black 


The finish gleams like the black granite of "the 
Wall", the Vietnam Memorial. It is highly polished 
by hand, then given a special, high temperature 
oxidizing process that transforms the outer surface 
of the forged alloy receiver to an ultra-hard, high- 
gloss black that is next to a diamond in hardness. 
The barrel is mirror polished and blued to match. 


Hand Engraved 


The commemorative inscriptions are all hand 
engraved and gold-gilt infilled . . . the dragon— 
symbolic of war and of protection; the years of the 
war; "Lest We Forget"; and the proud name of this 
commemorative, in an engraved bamboo border. 
Hand engraving is far more expensive and time con¬ 
suming than other means i, but hand-engraved weap¬ 
ons are always worth more—and it's a military tradi¬ 
tion for special presentation pieces. 

As you hold this M16, your line of sight moves 
across the mirror polished carrying handle and bar¬ 
rel to the 24-karat gold plated flash suppressor. 24- 
karat gold-plating gleams across the trigger, selector 


further enhances this distinction. 

An optional solid-walnut cabinet with Vietnam- 
era camouflage doth, acrylic glass lid and three solid 
brass locks, protects your investment from dust and 
unauthorized handling. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed 

This is available exclusively through The Amer¬ 
ican Historical Foundation. To reserve, call toll free, 
write or visi t. Satisfaction is guaran teed, or you may 
return for a full refund anytime within one month. 
If you do not have a firearms license we will coordi¬ 
nate delivery with you through your local firearms 
dealer, after your reservation is received here. If you 
do have a license, send a signed copy, and the M16 
will be delivered directly to you. 

With your reservation, you will also be made a 
Member of the Foundation and receive interesting 
information concerning military history and the 
care, display and collecting of military arms. 

The phrase, "Lest We Forget", hand engraved 
on your M16, will show that you have not forgotten, 
or will ever forget, the Americans who fought for 
liberty and freedom in the Vietnam War. 


RESERVATION 

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Return in 30 days 
To: The American Historical Foundation 
1142 West Grace Street, Dept. D32 
Richmond, Virginia 23220 
TOLL FREE 24 hours: (800) 368-8080 
Virginia Residents call (804) 353-1812 
Yes, I wish to reserve the firing, hand-engraved, 24- 
karat gold-plated Vietnam War Commemorative M16. 
Only 1,500 will be made. I will also receive the free bipod 
and membership in the Foundation. Satisfaction guaran¬ 
teed. 

□ My deposit (or credit card authorization) of $95 is enclosed. 
Please □ charge or □ invoke the fcwtance due... 

□ in ten equal payments cf $190. □ in full. 

□ Please also send the walnut display case, at $225. 

□ My payment in full is enclosed ($1,995 per M16; display 
case, add $225). 

Name.. 

Address ... 


Daytime Telephone (.... J........................................... 

For Visa, MasterCard or American Express, please send account 
number, expiration date and signature. Virginia residents add tax. 

01987 


lever, bolt catch, rear sight windage knob, forward 
bolt assist and the take-down pins. 

Even the front and rear sling swivels are pol¬ 
ished and 24-karat gold-plated and—as you'd expect 
with a firearm of this quality—mounted with a de¬ 
luxe, black leather, adjustable, military sting. 


Special, Textured Stocks 


The ventilated Vietnam-era style handguard, 
pistol grip and butt stock shine with a special, black, 
heavily-textured finish, which further sets this apart 
from any other M16 ever made. 

The pistol grip and butt stock are fitted with gold 
and black commemorative cloisonne medallions. 


Not Just A Showpiece 


But this is not just a showpiece. This is a firing 
Commemorative, the same size, configuration and 
specifications of the military-issue M16A1 rifle. A 
20-round magazine and firing instructions are pro¬ 
vided. As an advantage to arms 
collectors and veterans, it fires 
only in the semi-automatic mode 
(not full-automatic).Anyone who 
can own a standard hunting rifle 
can own one. 

Each fires the 5.56mm (.223) 
ammunition used in Vietnam 
and readily available in gun 
shops. Because this M16 is func¬ 
tional, it could be called upon 
to defend your home and family. 

The Vietnam War M16 is be¬ 
ing custom built by gunsmiths 
who build M16s for our armed forces, our FBI, 
our CIA, our police SWAT teams and the govern¬ 
ments of England, France, Australia, Canada, 
Switzerland, New Zealand and a half dozen other 
countries. They are the engineers and armorers of 
BFI, in Portland, Maine. 


First Ever 


As the first commemorative M16 ever issued, 
this is in the "first ever" class of distinction. This 
category has seen well-documented, significant 
price increases. From the standpoint of future in¬ 
vestment value, only 1500 will be made—placing it 
among the rarest of the rare. The hand engraving 









































FULL AUTO 

Text & Photo by Peter G. Kokalis 


Star Wars 
for Small Arms 




^JtREAKING through the air, the 
sharp, narrow red beam strikes the 
Soviet T-72 MBT (Main Battle Tank), 
penetrating the hull and instantly in¬ 
cinerating the entire crew. Everyone 
knows what a laser beam looks like, 
but few know how it’s generated. The 
word “laser” is an acronym for “light 
amplification by simulated emission of 
radiation,” and a laser is a device for 
creating electromagnetic radiation at 
considerably higher radiant energy 
than normal light 

A laser generator is an optically ac¬ 
tive medium (either gas, solid or liquid) 
held within an optical cavity between 
two reflecting surfaces. The simplest 
method of producing laser radiation is 
to fill an electric discharge tube with a 
mixture of helium and neon and to 
apply a high voltage across the tube to 
ionize the gas mixture. To obtain laser 
radiation from the tube, the ends of the 
tube are provided with mirrors facing 
each other. As the light reflects back 
and, forth between the mirrors, it be¬ 
comes amplified. During the light’s 
oscillation back and forth from one 
mirror to another, the light quanta, or 
photons, collide with the electrons of 
the gaseous atoms and transfer pho¬ 
tonic energy to the electrons, causing 
them to radiate with the same frequen¬ 
cy and wavelength as the photons. As 
this action increases the number of 
photons in the tube, the intensity of the 
oscillating light is further amplified To 
permit projection of the laser radiation 
to the outside, one of the mirrors is 
made 40 to 50 percent transmissive. 
The accumulated photon radiation 
within the tube projects through this 
output mirror in a pencil beam of a 
diameter equal to the optical aperture 
of the tube. 

During the past decade numerous 
small laser units of relatively low power 
(usually less than 2 milliwatts) have 
been introduced for use as sights on 
firearms. Usually encased in plastic 
housings, these flimsy and insubstan¬ 
tial laser sights have never warranted a 
test and evaluation by SOF staff. Laser 
Products (Dept SOF, 18285 Mt Baldy 
Circle, Fountain Valley, CA 92708; 
phone 714-962-7728) has recently in¬ 
troduced a laser sight of milspec quality. 

Fabricated from aluminum and 
stainless steel, the helium-neon Model 
36 laser sight has the strength, resis¬ 
tance to recoil, durability and thermal 
and mechanical stability to survive field 
environments. Weighing 1.9 pounds 
with alkaline batteries, the Model 36 
measures 10.4 inches in length, 2.6 
inches in width and 1.75 inches in 
thickness. While larger than some of its 
competitors, the Model 36 has three to 
four times more output power (1.5 to 
2.0 milliwatts). It costs $595 with an 


Model 36 laser sight mounted on 
Heckler & Koch MP5A2 submachine 
gun is of milspec quality, but SOF’s 
technical editor feels this device has 
limited applications on firearms. 

alkaline battery module, power switch 
assembly, optics cleaning kit and in¬ 
stallation tools. 

Three types of battery operation are 
available. Alkaline batteries should be 
employed if the unit is seldom used, as 
they are inexpensive and have a 
reasonably long shelf life. Two 9-volt 
non-rechargeable transistor batteries 
are required to power the Model 36. 
An optional lithium battery module is 
available for $48. Lithium batteries 
provide enhanced performance under 
every conceivable operating condition 
and have an excellent shelf life (up to 
10 years with almost two hours of con¬ 


tinuous laser operation). If the unit is 
subjected to frequent use, recharge¬ 
able nickel-cadmium batteries provide 
the most cost-effective means of op¬ 
eration. The nicad battery module 
costs $68. Add another $39 for the 
charger. 

We chose to mount our Model 36 
test unit on a Heckler & Koch MP5A2 
submachine gun. Firing from the 
closed-bolt position, the H&K MP5 
provides greater accuracy potential in 
the semiautomatic mode than open- 
bolt SMGs and permits a true assess¬ 
ment of any sighting device attached to 
its receiver. The Model 36 will accept 
either NATO STANAG or Weaver- 
type scope mounts. There is no better 
mount for the entire H&K system than 
the Swan G-3 scope mount produced 
by A.R.M.S., Inc. (Dept. SOF, 230 
West Center St, West Bridgewater, 
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USE COUPON 


BELOW OR 


CALL TOLL FREE 


4001 E, Fanfol » Phoenix, AZ 85028 


Knuckles 


Tear Gas Guns 


Assassin Knife 


This amazing device looks just like a 
"Cross" pen. It can be your best 
friend when you're in a tight spot. 
The cover slips off to reveal a 
hardened steel spike. An 
unexpected surprise for any would- 
be mugger. 

#FA-16.Cposs Pen Spike..$7.95 


Big Catalog $1.00 
Free with Order 


Ordering Information: 

By Mail: Use coupon or separate 
sheet. Include check, money order 
or credit card information. Sorry! No 
COD orders accepted. 

By Phone: Call 1-800-527-4434. 
Have all product and credit card 
information ready. Arizona 
residents call 1-602-953-2191. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed! 

Dealer inquiries invited: 


Mail In Orders: 

Send check, MO or charge information to: 

Guardian Security Products 
4001 East Fanfol • Dept. SF-4 
Phoenix, Arizona 85028 


Charge Card Orders: 
TOLL FREE 
1*800-527-4434 
in Arizona 
(602) 953-2191 


We Ship UPS 

Please provido street addr ess 


MasterCard 


Qty. Number Description/Size/Color 


Charge my: [] MasterCard [] Visa [] Amex 
Credit Card Number 
Expiration Date 

| | Check Enclosed Q Money Order 


SubTotal 

Shipping 

Total 


Price 


$3.50 


Name _ 


Address _ 
City _ 


_ Stale 


Perfect self-protection tear gas handguns. Two dependable solid metal 
models available. Eight shot .22 caliber revolver or seven shot automatic fires 
tear gas cartridges or super loud blanks as fast as you can pull the trigger. 
These guns are high quality, heavy-duty metal construction with quick, easy 
ejection of shells. Checkered grips. Guns come complete with a supply of tear 
gas and super loud Wank ammo and a specially designed holster. 

#P-0Q1^. Tear Gas Revolver....$24.95 

#P-002.Tear Gas Automatic.$24.95 

Extra Ammo 

#P011.Tear Gas Shells (pak of 10)...$3.95 

#P010.Super Loud Blanks (pak of 50)....$3.95 


At last! A tear gas unit that really works! The Phaser is the latest develop¬ 
ment of non-lethal self-defense technology. No other tear gas unit on the 
market today can even come close to the Phaser's range and power. It will 
shoot a wide, highly powerful blast of CN tear gas up to 20 feet! It complete¬ 
ly eliminates the need for accurate aim. It uses an exclusive Halon valve 
similar to those in fire extinguishers. This valve insures that the tear gas 
mist flows in the direction intended and releases the gas in a much wider 
dispersion than any other tear gas device available. Two convenient sizes 
available: a 90-gram pocket model and the 150-gram Police model. 

#A-Q30.Pocket Phaser...$19.95 

#A-031 .Police Phaser... $29.95 


Stun Guns 


50,000 VOLTS OF POWER! 

Defend yourself against muggers, 
dopers, rapists or any attacker 
without deadly force. Our Stun 
Guns will instantly "scramble" any 
assailant's nervous system causing 
immediate, but temporary paralysis! 

By simply touching your attacker 
anywhere, he will drop to the 
ground a helpless blob of "jelly". 

Effective even through many layers of clothing. Our Stun Guns are not lethal 
and are safe to the user. They cannot transmit shock back to you. Operate on 
a regular 9-volt battery. Two models available: Our normal 50,000 volt Stun 
Gun and our exclusive Tightening" Stun Gun which features a built-in high- 
intensity strobe light that will disorient your assailant allowing you plenty of time 
to "zap" him or get away from the confrontation. 

M-007..ZepDer Stun Gun.......$49.95 

#A~Q08.. Lightening Zapper Stun Gun..,~$59.95 


A new low price on one of the most 
popular self-defense knives avail¬ 
able. This knife is chrome and steel 
with a safety lock and thumb flick 
opener. 5" closed. Comes 
complete with sheath. 

#MB-1 ...Assassin Knife..$9.95 


Cross (look-a-like) 
Spike Pen 


These "Knuckles” are cast in the 
original size of the famous "Brass 
Knuckles." We have three models 
available: a lightweight brass col¬ 
ored Super Plastic: a super strong 
high quality aluminum and the origi¬ 
nal size and weight brass. 

#FA-19...Plastic $5.95 

#VA-27.Aluminiim..$7.95 
#CA-20..Brass.....$12.95 


Tear Gas Pen 


Looks like an ordinary ball point pen, 
but pull off the cap and you have a 
powerful CS tear gas weapon at 
your disposal. Wear in your shirt 
pocket for unobtrusive security. 
Aerosol effective up to 8 feet. 
#A-014..TearGas Pen..$14.95 
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VIETNAM VETERANS will recognize this TIGER STRIPE 
camouflage as the type worn by ELITE MIUTARY UNITS 
during the wan 

Our copyrighted pattern has been proven highly effective due to 
its superior ability in breaking up your body silhouette at dis¬ 
tances of 35 meters or more. This avoids the 1 blobbing " 
effect known to happen with most other camouflage. 

Both the jacket and pants, patterned after the original 
style, are cut to Jit like an issue B.D.U. All garments 
are assembled by government contractors to exacting 
military specs, and are made from pre-shrunk 100 % 
cotton to keep you cool, comfortable and quiet. 


#GTJH - JUNGLE HAT - $14,95 m. Includes two inch brim, screen vents 
and a chin string with leather draw tab. 

#GTPH ■ PATROL HAT ■ $1245 u. Includes a hidden pocket in crown top. 

#€TB • BERET ■ $11.95 oa. Classic styling with adjustable string inside head- 
band for that custom fit. 

HAT SIZES: S(7) M(7 %) L(7 V 2 ) XL(7 %) 


#GTJ * JACKET - $3455 ea. Includes two cargo chest pockets, one accessory 
sleeve pocket for field dressing or compass, double button cuffs with 
gusset and a square cut tail to allow for wear outside of trousers. 

CHEST: XS(29-33) Sf33-37) M(37-41) L(41-45) XL<45-59) 


#GTP * PANTS • $34.95 ea. Six pocket design with one acc. leg pocket, 
button fly and waist adjusting tabs. All sizes have a 35” inseam ex¬ 
cept XS which has a 33” inseam. 

WAIST: XS(23-27) S(27-31) M(31-35) L(35-39) XL(39-43) 


To order write or call: 

T16EH STRIPE PRODUCTS 

1720 WEST PARK CENTER D R. 
ST. LOUIS, MO 63026 
(314)343-8284 


TERMS: Please add $3.95 for shipping and handling. Shipped UPS. 
VISA, MC, MO or personal check held 10 days or COD ($2.50). 
Missouri residents add 5.725% tax. International orders - If order 
totals ($0-35) include $8.00, (36-90) 11.00, (91-170) 15.00. Pay¬ 
ment must be U.S. funds. Sorry no COD’s. 



MA 02379; phone 617-584-7816). 
Available with NATO STANAG or 
Weaver rail fastenings, the Swan G-3 
mount does not obscure the weapon's 
iron sights. 

Once attached to the MP5, whose 
iron sights had been previously zeroed, 
we adjusted the red laser dot so that it 
rested on top of the front sight post at 
50 yards. The laser optic adjustment 
screws are located under a protective 
cover on both the top and bottom of 
the laser unit. Either set can be used for 
zero adjustments, but neither set is 
marked for function or direction of 
movement. Trial-and-error with a 
screwdriver is required, as the poorly 
written instruction manual, devoid of 
illustrations, is of no assistance. Never¬ 
theless, the entire zeroing process 
takes only a few minutes and we found 
that, using the top set of adjustment 
screws, turning the front screw clock¬ 
wise would lower the beam and turn¬ 
ing the rear screw clockwise would 
move the beam to the left. 

The size of the laser dot increases in 
diameter as the target range increases. 
Doubling the range will double the size 
of the dot. At 50 yards the dot is ap¬ 
proximately 3 inches in diameter; at 
100 yards it increases to 6 inches. In 
my opinion, 200 yards is the maximum 
useful range of this device. 

Laser sights on firearms are severely 
compromised by the prevailing lighting 
conditions. They can be used only in¬ 
doors, at heavy dusk and at night. The 
laser beam cannot be seen in hazy or 
bright sunlight, and this limits their 
potential. At night, you must be able to 
identify your target by some other 
means before firing. Furthermore, 
enemy personnel, even on the far 
flanks, can easily detect the laser 
beam’s source, so use of the beam 
must be intermittent The Model 36 is 
provided with a pressure switch con¬ 
nected by a cable to the power source 
which parallels the laser tube on the 
right side. We mounted the velcro- 
backed switch on the left side of the 
MP5’s “tropical” handguard, where it 
was operated by the palm and thumb 
of the support hand. 

Mounted directly over and forward 
of the ejection port, the Model 36 did 
not adversely affect the MP5’s superb 
handling characteristics, and the addi¬ 
tion of almost 2 pounds to the 
weapon’s overall weight was hardly 
noticed during the firing sequences. 

If the system has been properly 
zeroed, when the laser dot is placed on 
the target, hit probability is quite high. 
The usual trade-off, however, is not 
acceptable. Operators invariably, seek 
out the dot and instinctively react to 
place it on the target with no regard for 
the proper shooting stance or training 
which has mandated that they bring 
the weapon up to the shoulder and 
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quickly apply a “flash” sight picture to 
the target. Under stress, we do what we 
were trained to do. If we shoot correct¬ 
ly in daylight but become accustomed 
to sloppy techniques that will result in 
hits when a laser sight is employed, 
when the shit hits the fan our brain will 
be forced to decide between two alter¬ 
nate firing techniques. That’s bad. 
There simply isn’t time for decision¬ 
making like this in a combat environ¬ 
ment We must practice only one com¬ 
bat-proven presentation with the 
handgun, shotgun, submachine gun or 
assault rifle. 

There are no military applications 
for laser sights on firearms. Although 
they cost 10 times as much, second- 
generation night vision scopes such as 
the AN/PVS-4 provide superior target 
discrimination and greater tactical 
potential than laser sights. Even optical 
sights with tritium-illuminated reticle 
patterns are preferable, as the operator 
must maintain an orthodox shooting 
position to utilize them. 

There are, to be sure, useful military 
applications for lasers. Bombs, shells 
and other munitions can be directed to 
targets by means of a laser designator, 
a device which projects a laser beam 
onto the target to be reflected and re¬ 
ceived by an airborne homing system. 
Laser weapons that can cut through 
armor plate are just around the comer. 
Lasers have already been successfully 
employed for security surveillance sys¬ 
tems, marksmanship training and 
rangefinding with accuracy of ± 5 
meters at distances up to 10 kilo¬ 
meters. 

There may be a few limited law en¬ 
forcement applications for laser sights 
on firearms. Some indoor SWAT sce¬ 
narios might benefit from the en¬ 
hanced ability to engage targets quick¬ 
ly at close range and in cramped quar¬ 
ters where normal shooting stances 
might be inappropriate. Prison guards 
could make effective use of the laser’s 
intimidating red dot to quell rioters, but 
there are few situations where a street 
cop would be better served by the 
addition of a laser sight 

If you simply must have a laser sight, 
the Model 36 is the one to buy. Water¬ 
proofed by o-rings and compression 
gaskets, with gold-plated sliding elec¬ 
trical contacts and low-loss anti¬ 
reflection coatings on the optical com¬ 
ponents, this unit’s high quality is evi¬ 
dent. Mounts and power switches are 
available to attach the Model 36 to the 
Uzi, M16 series, H&K series and a 
large number of shotguns. The laser 
tube is rated at 10,000 hours of opera¬ 
tion, with a shelf life in excess of 10 
years. By that time you might have 
figured out some legitimate uses 
beyond punching empty beer cans in 
the dark. ^ 


$75,000 

CASH PRIZE MONEY 
3 Day War & Survival Game Tournament 

• $50,000 1st, $10,000 2nd, $5,000 3rd, $2,000 4th, 
$1,000 5-10th 

• 20 Unique playing fields on 125 beautifully secluded 
acres with numerous buildings, tunnels, mortars, mines, 
grenades and more. 

• New barracks style lodging, showers, restrooms, hot 
food, beverages, etc. 

• ROLE PLAY— All 50-75 Wolfs Lair personnel (nice look¬ 
ing women too) will act as if you are in an actual war 
zone and will perform numerous skits for your entertain¬ 
ment and never come out of character. Imagine yourself 
being detained while your entry papers are verified or 
witnessing a mass assasination attempt on Wolf’s Lair’s 
Commandant. 

Experience the thrill and fun of safe simulated combat situations. Imagine 
yourself and your team pitted against opponents in an actual battle! The only dif¬ 
ference is the ammunition. A paintball indicates a hit and your possible elimina¬ 
tion from the game, but don’t fret, you will still be able to play 10-15 games before 
tournament winners can be decided. 

If you’re saying, paintball guns??... Don't laugh—these babies come in pistol, 
rifle and full auto machine gun varieties which operate on C0 2 or constant air up 
to 400 rpm with accuracies up to 150 feet. Don’t worry, you wear protective eye and 
head gear and full camo (all you need available for rent). It’s not a baby’s game 
and no one under 18 is allowed and it will even smart a little when you’re hit just 
to make it all the more realistic. 

But the fun, fast game pace, comradery, largest prize money ever ($75,000 
CASH), unique fields and weapons designs, PX, new dining and sleeping facilities, 
members health spa, uniformed and armed Wolf’s Lair personnel and more 
suprises are making this America’s fastest growing game and sport attracting over 
5,000 people a week. 

Our sophistication and creativity has made us the “Hyatt Regency” of this sport 
and we will more than prove it. When you enter Wolf’s Lair you will see nothing of 
the outside world; you will feel as if you are on an actual military base or maneuver. 
In short, you will think you are living the ultimate experience on fantasy island. 

So whether you are a seasoned paintballer veteran, novice or just curious; give 
us a call TOLL FREE at 800-346-2768 or write for deluxe information package. 

ACT NOW —reservations are going fast for this great event on July 8,9 & 10 
(May 15th is the deadline). Sign your team or self up today. No walk-ons will be 
allowed. Camp conveniently located in the beautiful Poconos of Pennsylvania, 
in the town of New Milford, 4 miles off exit 67 of 1-81. (215-757-0161) 

WOLF’S LAIR, One Oxford Valley, Suite 814, Langhorne, PA 19047 


Name _ 
Address 
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COMBAT 
EAPONCRAFT 

by Jack Thompson 

Core Skills for Combat 



THIS is a story about three soldiers 
— Moe, Larry and Curly. Curly was a 
professional shooting champ and was 
unbeatable at the rifle range. Larry was 
a high school cross-country star who 
could hump the bush longer than any 
five recruits. Moe, having grown up in 
the hills of Tennessee, knew how to 
observe and move in the woods like a 
deer. As a team, these three troops 
thought they would be unstoppable in 
combat 

One day they got into a firefight. A 
big one. Curly, the great shooter, was 
20 pounds overweight and, after 200 
meters of fire and movement, col¬ 
lapsed in exhaustion. Larry didn’t 
know how to use cover effectively and 
was shot dead before he ever had a 
chance to show off his endurance. 
Moe, the good oV country boy, 
couldn’t hit a bam if he was inside it 
with a rifle. Consequently, he didn’t 
contribute effective fire. 

Why did these “three stooges” per¬ 
form so poorly in battle? Each had a 
major deficiency in an essential skill for 
soldiering — and paid big time for it 
To be an effective combat soldier you 
must have proficiency in at least three 
skill areas: shooting, fieldcraft and 
physical fitness. These core skills are 
the “Three Rs” of the military and, 
without the necessary skill level in 
each, you can’t claim the title of sol¬ 
dier. 

Now that we’ve determined what 
the core skills are, let’s look at each one 
in more detail. 

Shooting —A soldier must be able 
to deliver daytime effective fire out to 
300 meters and nighttime effective fire 
to 150 meters upon demand , By 
“effective fire upon demand” I mean 
directing potentially casualty- 
producing fire on man-sized targets 
without the benefit of warm-up or 
practice shooting. But accuracy alone 
doesn’t fill this bill. The soldier must 
also master weapons handling and 
maintenance to arrive at what the Brit¬ 
ish call “skill at arms.” This includes 
loading and unloading, magazine fill¬ 
ing, reducing stoppages, fieldstripping, 
and assembling and cleaning the 
weapon in all kinds of terrain, light and 
weather conditions. 

Fieldcraft — Even skill at arms be¬ 
comes useless in combat without pro¬ 
ficiency in fieldcraft, the largest cate¬ 
gory. The essential skills to be learned 
here are observation, camouflage and 
concealment, tracking and antitrack¬ 
ing, tactical movement and range 
estimation. A closer examination of 
these will show why they are vital for 
survival on the battlefield. 

Observation is the ability to defeat 
the enemy’s camouflage and conceal¬ 
ment To do this the soldier has to learn 
how to look through cover rather than 


Caught in a firefight? Mastery of all 
three combat core skills — 
fieldcraft, marksmanship and 
physical fitness — will help 
determine whether you end up a 
survivor or a statistic. SOF’s Jack 
Thompson shows you what you need 
to really answer the call of 
soldiering. Photo: DoD 

at it For example, when you’re patrol¬ 
ling in a forest, look between the trees, 
not at them, since this is where people 
are likely to be. Likewise, in arid, tree¬ 
less terrain, avoid focusing on large 
rocks and dense bushes and train your 
eyes on those open areas between ob¬ 
structions. This advice might sound 


COMBAT TRAINER 

Jack Thompson has shared his 
extensive knowledge of soldiering 
and shooting with Soldier of For¬ 
tune Magazine readers for nearly a 
decade. Currently a personal secu¬ 
rity consultant and small arms ex¬ 
pert, his combat experience spans 
the globe. Jack first served in the 
USMC in Vietnam for five years, 
battled terrorists in Rhodesia with 
both the SAS and Selous Scouts for 
six years and has trained freedom 
fighters in Central America while 
providing bodyguard services for 
diplomatic personnel. 


simplistic, but the eye of the unskilled 
observer tends to key on large, solid 
objects in the visual field rather than on 
open, unobstructed spaces. A good 
soldier must unlearn this natural 
tendency. 

Conversely, to defeat the enemy’s 
ground and aerial observation efforts, 
the soldier should be familiar with 
effective techniques of camouflage 
and concealment Blending in with 
your surroundings so you don’t stand 
out and draw the enemy’s attention 
requires eliminating sharp contrasts 
between you and the immediate ter¬ 
rain. Obviously, this involves using col¬ 
or schemes and textures that match 
indigenous plantlife and terrain fea¬ 
tures so that the objects being camou¬ 
flaged are indistinguishable from their 
background. Dulling shiny or reflective 
surfaces with paint or mud as well as 
breaking up the regular outlines of you 
and your equipment with netting, 
pieces of cloth or foliage also serve to 
blur the contrasts between you and 
your surroundings. Finally, when using 
fresh-cut branches for concealment, 
change the cut foliage regularly to in¬ 
sure that it maintains a living appear¬ 
ance, and remember to alter your 
camouflage as you change locations. 

Tracking and antitracking tech¬ 
niques are further extensions of 
observation and concealment. When 
patrolling, watch for any signs of 

Continued on page 82 
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COMPLETE SYSTEM 


PROVEN PERFORMANCE—Our cases have been in use lor years with Federal Agencies, U.S. Military, and 

Law Enforcement Personnel throughout the world. Their uncompromising quality and lifetime guarantee prove they are the Best! 


CASES 


ASSAULT RIFLE CASES 


AIRLINE WEAPONS CASES 


SUBMACHINE GUN CASES 


PISTOL CASES 


RANGE BAGS 


MAG BAGS 


BOW CASES 


RIFLE CASES 


SPECIAL WEAPONS CASES 


HOLSTERS ,ar ^ eSt se,ection °* n V ,on ho,sters available alt built from layered ballistic nylon, not with cheap foam lining. 


Over 85 different models, including state of the art advanced designs! 



UNIVERSAL BELT/ 
SHOULDER HOLSTERS 


MILITARY BELT HOLSTERS 


HORIZONTAL HOLSTERS 


VERTICAL HOLSTERS 


BELT SLIDE HOLSTERS 


BELT CLIP HOLSTERS MILITARY SHOULDER OPEN BELT HOLSTERS ANKLE HOLSTERS POLICE DUTY SCOPEO SHOULDER 

HOLSTERS HOLSTERS 

ACCESSORIES A full line of items to accent the shooting sports. Everything from luggage to slings to police equipment and more! 


FLASHLIGHT HOLDERS 


MAGAZINE POUCHES 


LUGGAGE 


SLINGS 


TRAVEL BAGS 


SCABBARDS BUTT PACKS 

See the complete system—send S2-00 for a 28 page catalog 

FROA 


WEB BELTS & ACCESSORIES 


SPEED POUCHES SHOOTING JACKETS 


SvJ&MlT 














CALL 

1011RK1-800-234-4647 

Good Quality 50/50 Blend T-Shirts Made in America 


VISA MASTERCARD DISCOVER CHECK or MONEY 


Flyer of 34 different designs available upon request. (FREE with each order.) 



G-90 God, Guns and Guts 
G-84 Waste ’Em All 
G-89 Death Is Certain 


G-88 Fear No Evil 
G-85 America, Love It... 
G-86 Live Free Or Die 


G-93 Terrorists Are Sick 
G-91 Have Gun Will Travel 
G-94 The Strong Survive 


G-87 Gun Control Sucks 
G-82 Bad To The Bone 
G-92 Brave Men Only... 


Quantity 

Shirt # 

Size 

Amount 

















T-shirts available in Sub Total 

S, M, L, XL. Out of $-| each postage 
country orders add & handling 
$3,00. Fast & efficient 7 . 8 % Sales Tax 
delivery assured. WA State res. 

C.O.D. orders $2 Total 

more. 



ALL SHIRTS ONIY $9 PLUS $1 POSTAGE 
&HNDL. 

To Order, Call: 1-800-234-4647 or send check 
or money order to: SPOKANE INNOVATIONS 
2711 E. SPRAGUE, SPOKANE, WA 99202 

NAME_ 

ADDRESS_ 

CITY_STATE_ZIP_ 

VISA or MC#_EXP_ 

SIGNATURE_ 




























I WAS THERE 

by Vem Humphrey 


Enlightening Charlie 




Lz Pedro was about 20 klicks south¬ 
west of Quang Tri in Northern I Corps, 
in the transition zone between the flat, 
sandy coastal strip and the rugged 
jungle-covered hills that extend into 
Laos. 

When Alpha Company, 1/61 Infan¬ 
try, arrived there in 1969, the idea was 
rest and refit. There wasn’t any evi¬ 
dence of NVA or VC activity in the 
area. How could there be, in this wide- 
open terrain? 

We occupied the old abandoned fire 
base, drew in the perimeter, strung 
new wire, dug a few straddle trenches 
and settled down to pull some serious 
maintenance and conduct some 
much-needed training. The catch was 
that we had to take on a tank platoon. 
We didn’t need it, but somebody else 
needed a mechanized infantry pla¬ 
toon, so we swapped out. 

The M48A3s came rumbling up, all 
of them under their own power, which 
was unusual enough to provoke com¬ 
ment, and the platoon leader reported 
to the CP. I had had a few hours to 
ponder the problem of how to use 
tanks in this AO, and the devil had 
suggested a plan. Remembering the 
special attention VC RPG gunners had 
paid to the xenon searchlights (which 
they obviously thought were some 
kind of secret weapon) mounted on 
the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment’s 
tanks, I had an idea how to attract 
Charlie to our AO. 

“How do your searchlights work, 
lieutenant?” 1 asked. 


Roadbound M48A2s on a 
search-and-destroy mission during 
Operation Makaha. This story 
describes a more creative approach 
to using armor in the jungle. Photo: 
DoD 


He was fresh out of Fort Knox and 
full of beans. “They work fine, cap¬ 
tain!” 

“Hmmm. All your infrared in work¬ 
ing condition?” 

“Yes, sir! Everything we got works.” 

I put a fatherly arm around his shoul¬ 
ders. “Tell you what I’m gonna do. I’m 
gonna give you four infantrymen for 
each tank.” 

He looked at me like I was crazy. I 
went on. “I want you to put tanks here, 
here, here,” I said, indicating several 
points forming a line about eight klicks 
long on the map. 

He was sure I was crazy now. “I 
want you to move out at about dusk. 
Man the turrets of each tank with two 
men. With the rest of the crew and 
infantrymen, set up an ambush near 
each tank, so that if anyone tries to slip 
up on you, you can grease them.” 

He was trying to say something now, 
but couldn’t seem to get it out. I went 
on. “Have the guys in the turret do a 
360-degree sweep with the searchlight 
every so often. Do a sweep with the 
infrared now and then, too.” 

It took a while to convince him I was 
serious, and he went away shaking his 
head. But when dusk came, he pulled 


out, four infantrymen riding on each 
tank. When he got them into position, 
the tanks formed a long line, one on 
every other hilltop. All night long, the 
ghostly fingers of the searchlights 
roamed and probed the hills. 

A hasty profile of the area would 
have revealed that there were areas 
that the searchlights didn't cover. Plot¬ 
ted on the acetate cover of my map, 
they formed bands of darkness in the 
gullies between the tank-outposted 
hilltops. Each of those bands was 
ambushed by a four-man “killer 
team,” Alpha Company’s trademark. 

Contact came at about two in the 
morning. The reaction force went roar¬ 
ing out of Pedro, and there was the 
sudden clatter of a .50 cal. as one of the 
APCs encountered a band of NVA 
attempting to withdraw from their en¬ 
counter with a killer team. 

It wasn’t much, as far as contacts go. 
We only got one. He laid there with a 
huge .50-caliber crater in his chest. We 
searched the body for papers then 
went back to Pedro. When the sun 
came up, we pulled in the ambushes 
and sent out a couple of mounted pa¬ 
trols. 

The sudden clatter of fire was a total 
surprise. We came out of bunkers and 
out from under poncho liners, scram¬ 
bling for weapons. A check on the 
radio indicated that one of the patrols 
had run into a group of NVA near the 
site of last night’s ambush. 

“I know this sounds crazy, but I think 
they were trying to drag off the body.” 

It did look like the body had been 
moved a few meters, but you couldn’t 
really be sure. We left a team there to 
watch, and went back to Pedro. 

That night we had contact again, but 
the surprise came the next morning. A 
daylight patrol made contact again, 
and this time they were definitely car¬ 
rying the body. By now, there were 
several bodies scattered around the 
AO, but this one seemed to have a 
special attraction. 

That night we ambushed a group of 
NVA within meters of the body. The 
next day they came again, dragging 
the body 50 meters or so, then bugging 
out when a mounted patrol appeared. 

For a week, we fought little actions 
around that body, and by week’s end 
there really wasn’t much left to fight 
over anymore. We continued to make 
contact in the dark gullies between the 
tank positions, however, and LZ Pedro 
proved good hunting ground — until 
the tank battalion commander found 
out how we were doing it 

I’ve had my ass chewed a lot of 
times, and I know craftsmanship when 
I hear it I’ll always remember his last 
sentences. Jabbing a finger in my 
chest, he shouted, “Don’t you ever do 
that again. It’s a complete violation of 
armor doctrine!” 


APRIL 88 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 21 














SOF THE PRESS 


ASSIGNMENT 


Major U.S. Media Fail 
Miserably 

by Harry Bateson 


“I warn you, and through you all your jour¬ 
nalistic colleagues: Stop trying to penetrate 
Afghanistan with the so-called mujahideen 
from now on. The bandits and the so-called 
journalists accompanying them will be 
killed and our units in Afghanistan will help 
the Afghan forces to do it.” — Soviet 
Ambassador to Pakistan Vitaly Smirnov, in 
a speech to French journalists in Islamabad, 
Pakistan, 5 October 1984. 


C LEARLY, the Soviets do not want 
widespread and accurate news cover¬ 
age of their war in Afghanistan, and so far, 
unfortunately, they have gotten what they 
wanted, for the most part. The death of a 
million and a half civilians, the destruction 
of hundreds of villages, the torture and mass 
execution of prisoners, the use of booby- 
trapped toys and chemical weapons have all 
been covered poorly, sparsely or not at all in 
popular Western news media. 

All too often, Western news stories por¬ 
tray the Soviets as reasonable, decent crea¬ 
tures trapped in a war they never really 
wanted, anxious to find a just solution and 
avoid further bloodshed. The Afghan resis¬ 
tance forces, on the other hand, are often 
depicted as religious fanatics and blood¬ 
thirsty savages who somehow pose a threat 
to their gigantic neighbor to the north. The 
facts of the conflict are turned upside-down 
and inside-out, in a triumph of Orwellian 
Newspeak. 

Why has Western coverage of the Afghan 
war been so unsatisfactory? For one thing, 
the Soviets have carried out a deliberate and 
blatant campaign of terror and harassment 
against war correspondents working in Af¬ 
ghanistan. In the winter of 1984-85, this 
reporter was personally threatened in Islam¬ 
abad, capital of Pakistan, by a Soviet diplo¬ 
mat later identified by Western diplomats as 
a KGB officer. “We know who you are and 
what you are doing, ’ * this character snarled. 
“You had better watch out.” Two weeks 
later, while traveling by bus through the tribal 
area of Pakistan’s North-West Frontier Prov¬ 
ince after a brief sojourn in the war zone, the 
two buses ahead of mine were hit, one by a 


INSIDE STORY 

Harry Bateson is an experienced 
Afghan correspondent who has spent 
much time inside the country, unlike 
many of the mainstream “journalists” 
who are covering Afghanistan for the 
American media. 


rocket-propelled grenade (RPG) fired from 
ambush, the other by a suitcase bomb; several 
passengers were killed or injured. 

Coincidence? Perhaps, but probably not. 
Several other Western journalists have had 
their film and notes stolen by KGB and 
Khad (the Afghan communist surrogate of 
the KGB) in Pakistan after trips inside with 
the mujahideen. Two years ago, Arizona 
Republic reporter Charles Thornton was 
killed in a Soviet ambush south of Kanda¬ 
har, an ambush many believe was deliber¬ 
ately aimed at him, an ambush designed to 
kill a journalist. Two other American jour¬ 
nalists, filmmakers Lee Shapiro and Jim 
Lindcloff, were killed in another ambush 
near Kabul in October 1987. Many observ¬ 
ers believe that this ambush, too, was spe¬ 
cifically targeted against journalists. 
According to mujahideen sources, the val¬ 
ley where the ambush took place was se¬ 
cure, guerrilla-held territory; the ambush 
must have been a special, high-priority op¬ 
eration. A French correspondent was cap¬ 
tured in northern Afghanistan the same 
week Shapiro and Lindeloff died, and is 
now being tried for “espionage.” If this 
isn’t an organized campaign against the 
press, it certainly seems like one. 

Obviously, this kind of explicit threat to 
journalists, along with the hardships of 
working in a war zone where there are no 
solid front lines, no secure rear areas, no 
medical care, no comfortable accommoda¬ 
tions, has discouraged a lot of mainstream 
journalists from covering the conflict. Most 
of the people who cover the Afghan war are 
freelancers, stringers, semiprofessionals 
operating on a shoestring. The media 
“pack,” which flocks en masse to cover 
more comfortable, convenient stories like 



On the road to Jegdaleg, British 
correspondent Peter Douglas, who writes 
for SOF, blends in with mujahideen. He’s 
standing in center rear with hat and scarf. 
Photo: Ed Grazda 


El Salvador and Nicaragua, has never made 
it to Afghanistan. 

What of the coverage that has appeared in 
print and on television? Unfortunately, 
most of it has been twisted and tainted by 
political bias and stubborn unwillingness to 
admit the existence of Soviet atrocities, war 
crimes and genocide. Some of the coverage 
is so politically prejudiced that it verges on 
outright falsehood. 

The 11 June 1984 issue of Newsweek , for 
instance, carried a story by staff reporter 
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Patricia Sethi, who visited the Kabul area as 
a “guest” of the Soviets and the Afghan 
communist regime. The overall message of 
Ms. Sethi’s story seemed to be that the 
Soviets were about to win the war, and that 
perhaps that wasn’t such a bad thing. Sethi 
described the resistance forces disparaging¬ 
ly as “mullahs, merchants and tribesmen,” 
ignoring the fact that the mujahideen move¬ 
ment draws on every level and facet of 
Afghan society, everyone from truck driv¬ 
ers, farmers, herdsmen and housewives to 
college professors, poets, village school¬ 
teachers and members of the Afghan Olym¬ 
pic team. 

“Thousands of young Afghans are being 
trained in the Soviet Union, and at home 
thousands more are being imbued with the 
spirit of socialism,” Sethi wrote without a 


hint of irony; no mention of the hundreds of 
thousands of war dead, of the hundreds of 
bombed-out villages, of the five million 
Afghans, nearly one-third of the country’s 
prewar population, living in exile in Paki¬ 
stan and Iran. She continued, “In the vil¬ 
lage of Bagram last week, a 15-year-old girl 
named Khalida brandished a Kalashnikov 
rifle and recited the virtues of the revolu¬ 
tion. For young militiawomen like her it 
means ‘an education, freedom from the 
veil, freedom from feudalists who want to 
keep us down,’ she said. ‘We do not want to 
become the fourth wife of a 60-year-old 
man, existing solely for his whim and plea¬ 
sure.’ ” 

All of this sounds very moving, very con¬ 
vincing, except that Bagram just happens to 
be the site of the largest Soviet military base 


in Afghanistan, a fact Sethi somehow failed 
to mention. Khalida, in other words, was 
living in the camp of a foreign army of 
occupation; hardly a representative Afghan 
woman, one would think. And Sethi/Khali- 
da’s vision of young peasant girls being 
shanghaied into harems is nothing more 
than a ludicrous fantasy. Before the Soviet 
invasion in 1979, areas like Bagram, near 
urban centers, were modernizing rapidly; 
girls from peasant families were going to 
college in increasing numbers and becom¬ 
ing nurses, teachers, secretaries and gov¬ 
ernment clerks, not languishing in rich 
men’s seraglios. What a load of rot! 

Sethi’s whole article was permeated with 
this kind of misleading misinformation as 
well as omissions. She wrote mockingly of 
Afghan resistance leader Ahmad Shah Mas- 
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“JOURNALISTIC 
OBJECTIVITY’’ FOR 
FREEDOM FIGHTERS 

Objectivity — action uninfluenced by 
emotion, surmise or personal prejudice 
—is in theory the goal journalists pursue 
in their writing* The wires (AP, UPI and 
Reuters) and other mainstream media 
make much in public of their objective 
approach to reporting. 

Internal communications tell another 
story. 

On 22 June 1986, the UPI bureau in 
Dallas, Texas, filed a 288-word story on 
the national wire reporting that 25 
wounded Afghan rebels and four chil¬ 
dren had arrived in Texas for medical 
treatment under the sponsorship of Rep¬ 
resentative Charles Wilson, D-Texas. In 
one paragraph the 25 wounded mujahi¬ 
deen were referred to as 4 "freedom fight¬ 
ers. 1 ’ 

When that article reached UPI’s For¬ 
eign Desk in Washington, DC, UPFs 
foreign editor took a look at it and fired 
back a bullet (wire slang for a message 
correcting die Dallas Bureau for a mis¬ 
take). The bullet, which we have a copy 
of, read: 

DALLAS-DESK-RE AFGHAN STY 
FROM GRAPEVINE, TEXAS. FYI, 
FOREIGN DESK (AT LEAST) POLI¬ 
CY IS NOT TO USE ‘FREEDOM 
FIGHTERS’ BUT STED USE REB¬ 
ELS, RESISTANCE FIGHTERS OR 
SOME OTHER WORD TT DOES NOT 
SUGGEST REPRESSIVE GOVERN¬ 


MENTS. THX AND RGDS. FUHR- 

MAN-WAFORN 

UPI 06-22-86 05:17 PCD 

UPI, on the verge of bankruptcy for 
years, is the weak sister of the wires, so 
it is not much of a surprise that the 
Washington foreign editor doesn’t really 
have a working knowledge of English 
and doesn’t understand the meaning of 
resistance fighters. Resistance (an 
underground organization engaged in a 
struggle for national liberation in a coun¬ 
try under military or totalitarian occupa¬ 
tion) is close enough to what’s happen¬ 
ing in Afghanistan that the mujahideen 
(which means holy warriors) wouldn’t 
object. 

But the fact that UPI has made a judg¬ 
ment and deliberately looks for language 
to imply that the Soviets’ puppet regime 
is not repressive I’m sure would upset 
the Afghans, as it does me. Not repres¬ 
sive? The regime in Kabul has allowed 
the occupation of the country by 
135,000 Soviet troops and has partici¬ 
pated in a widespread terror campaign 
against its own people, killing approx¬ 
imately one and a half million and driv¬ 
ing nearly five million across the border 
into Iran and Pakistan. The Kabul re¬ 
gime’s repressiveness has only been 
matched in recent times by that of the 
Khmer Rouge, which killed about three 
million of its own people in Cambodia, 

One wonders if UPI works that hard to 
be objective when writing about South 
Africa and El Salvador. 

Somehow I don’t think so. 

— Jim Graves 


soud: “By late last year, the Soviets 
apparently became concerned that Mas- 
soud, 28, was getting too big for his Afghan 
pantaloons” and described with seeming 
approval the Soviet assault on Massoud’s 
Panjsher Valley stronghold in the summer 
of 1985. Nowhere does she mention the 
catastrophic effects of Soviet military op¬ 
erations on the Panjsher’s civilian popula 
tion: Attacks like the one in 1985 eventually 
forced the valley’s 80,000 inhabitants into 
exile; several thousand men, women and 
children died in bombing attacks and 
ground fighting; and hundreds more starved 
to death or died of exposure. The French 
volunteer medics of Aide Mddicale Interna¬ 
tionale built several hospitals and clinics in 
the guerrilla-held parts of the Panjsher to 
treat the war-wounded: All were destroyed, 
deliberately, by Soviet air strikes. Not a 
word about any of this from Ms. Sethi. 

One of the linchpins of Soviet disin¬ 
formation on the war has been to assert how 
ineffectual the mujahideen are, how light 
Soviet losses have been. Sethi’s Newsweek 
piece contains the following statement: 
“About 4,000 Soviet fighting men have 
been killed since 1979.. .. According to 
authoritative sources in the region, the 


financial cost of the war adds up to about 
$1.5 million a day — not a prohibitive 
amount. ” One wonders just who those “au¬ 
thoritative sources” are, as they seem to 
have been far, far off the mark. Soviet loss¬ 
es are now known to have been much higher 
that those Sethi claimed, and they are in¬ 
creasing steadily, although reporting of 
them still lags. 

Many recent Afghan news stories are just as 
bad as, or worse than, the Sethi piece, hi the 
17 August 1987 New Republic , New York 
Times Delhi Bureau Chief Steven R. Weis- 
man had a story titled “The Great Game: The 
Afghan War as Seen from Kabul, ’ ’ based, like 
Sethi’s, on a brief junket to Soviet-controlled 
areas of eastern Afghanistan. Weisman’s arti¬ 
cle was full of errors and untruths, reflecting 
either an abysmal ignorance of the subject 
or deliberate disinformation, designed to 
mislead. 

“Efforts to find a peaceful settlement 
must take into account the fact that the main 
guerrilla leaders are zealous fundamental¬ 
ists who want to fight until the last Russian 
is driven out and Afghanistan becomes an 
Islamic republic similar to that of neighbor¬ 
ing Iran,” Weisman wrote, as if the Afghan 
resistance’s desire to rid their country of an 



ABOVE: American woman journalist just 
crossed into Afghanistan from Teramangal, 
Pakistan. The post marks the border — 
Afghanistan in the foreground, Pakistan in 
the background. Photo: Ed Grazda 

invading army was somehow irrational, un¬ 
reasonable. More important, the moderate, 
tolerant, instinctively democratic Hannafi 
brand of Sunni Islam espoused by 90% of all 
Afghans bears absolutely no resemblance to 
the fierce, autocratic version of Shia Islam 
practiced in Khomeini’s Iran: Any under¬ 
graduate student in Middle Eastern Studies 
could have told Mr. Weisman that. 

He went on to dredge up another ‘ ‘revolu¬ 
tionary Afghan woman,” this one a 19- 
year-old Kabul student named Jamila 
Takhari, who said, “These people [the mu¬ 
jahideen] don’t want women to have a role 
in society. But that time is past, when 
women were kept in their homes.” Before 
the communists came, Afghan women went 
to school, went shopping, held jobs, ran for 
public office. A few resistance leaders are 
religious conservatives, wary of “women’s 
liberation,” but they are a minority; be¬ 
sides, can they be half as bad as the Soviet 
soldiers and secret policemen who regularly 
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ABOVE: Correspondent Rob Schultheis 
takes a moment to record his thoughts in 
Nangarhar, Afghanistan. Hardships of 
working in a war zone have discouraged 
many mainstream journalists from covering 
the conflict at all. Photo: Ed Grazda 

BELOW: Journalists meet at Lala’s Grill in 
Green’s Hotel, Peshawar, Pakistan. At 
right, famous Japanese karate instructor to 
the mujahideen — Tanaka. Photo: Ed 
Grazda 



rape, torture and murder Afghan women, 
according to sources ranging from 
UNESCO to Amnesty International, Hel¬ 
sinki Watch and the French medical volun¬ 
teers of Medicins Sans Frontieres and Aide 
Mddicale Internationale ? I think not. 

Selig Harrison, ex-Washington Post cor¬ 
respondent and Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace fellow, is a long-time 
apologist for the Soviet Union’s Afghani¬ 
stan policies. In an op-ed piece in the 13 
May 1984 Washington Post , he wrote a 
piece whose very title, “The Soviets Are 
Winning in Afghanistan,” has turned out to 
be embarrassingly false. He described the 
war as “an intensifying military and politi¬ 
cal struggle in which most villages are 
trapped between increasingly efficient 
Soviet-cum-Afghan forces and increasingly 
well-equipped resistance fighters. If a vil¬ 
lage helps one side in the fighting, the other 
punishes it, and the issue for most Afghans 
is how to survive.” 

This description is, of course, pure bal¬ 
derdash, and it is difficult to believe that 
Harrison didn’t know better. There are 
cases of mujahideen attacking Soviet- 
occupied or communist militia-controlled 
villages and towns, but they are exceedingly 



Australian John Montfreis, who was 
wounded 13 August 1987 north of Kabul. 
Montfreis lost lots of flesh in his left arm, 
the radial nerve was severed and the 
humerus broken. Everyone else hit in the 
blast was killed or severely injured. Photo: 
Carew-Reid 


rare; 95% of the military attacks on villages 
in Afghanistan are carried out by Soviet 
troops and aircraft with the Afghan army in 
a supporting role. Harrison was indulging in 
the worst kind of intellectual dishonesty, 
slyly attempting to suggest that a popular 
national resistance movement is no better 
than an occupying army and a quisling re¬ 
gime, and that both sides in the Afghan war 
are terrorizing civilians. One wonders how 
Harrison would describe the struggle be¬ 
tween the French resistance and the Vichy 
French and Nazis during World War II: as a 
meaningless battle between moral equals, 
with French civilian populace “trapped” in 
the middle? 

Now that American-made Stinger antiair¬ 
craft missiles are radically shifting the bat¬ 
tlefield advantage inside Afghanistan to the 
mujahideen, stories are beginning to crop 
up in the world press whose sole purpose 
seems to be to influence American public 
opinion against continuing the Stinger sup¬ 
ply program. When Iranian troops captured 
17 Stingers from mujahideen on the 
Iran-Afghanistan border recently, the 20 
September 1987 issue of The London Times 
ran a story titled “Afghans Sell U.S. Sting¬ 
ers to Khomeini.” Written by a neophyte 
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ANDY SKRZYPKOWIAK 
(1951-1987) 

Andy didn’t beat the clock. 

Andy Skrzypkowiak was a man who 
would always go a little farther, either as 
a member of Britain’s Special Air Ser¬ 
vice (S AS) or as one of the small band of 
journalists who have gained the respect 
of the Afghan resistance while covering 
their long fight for freedom. 

Andy’s preparation for Afghanistan 
was serving in the SAS. He was the 
perfect SAS type — incredibly tough 
and fit, with a keen analytic intelligence 
and eye for terrain; he shunned self¬ 
marketing. When the Falklands War 
broke out in 1982, he immediately flew 
back to London, at great personal ex¬ 
pense, convinced that Britain would 
never get the islands back without his 
21st Special Air Service Regiment (V) 
— which they did! 

Andy first saw combat as a journalist 
in Afghanistan, starting off working 
with still photography and moving into 
video. He usually traveled across the 
Hindu Kush into the north of Afghanistan, 
where he covered Ahmad Shah Massoud’s 
progress from the Panjsher Valley to creat¬ 
ing a regional organization. 

In between trips, he married Chris 
Gregory, another journalist, and 
together they covered one of the most 


spectacular Afghan victories of the war: 
the destruction of a Soviet fuel convoy 
by Massoud’s forces on the Salang Pass 
highway in 1984. 

Andy was killed in October 1987 in 
the Kantiwa area of Nuristan, while on 
his way to rejoin Massoud. He was 
caught in the fighting between Massoud 
and another resistance party — the 
Hezb-i-Islami of Gulbuddin Hekmatyar 
— which in 1987 regarded Massoud’s 
success in the north as a greater threat 
than the Soviets. In 1987, Gulbuddin’s 
commanders in the north were grabbing 
journalists covering Massoud. By De¬ 
cember, word finally was brought back 
that Andy had been killed by Hezb. 

To the SAS, to ’‘beat the clock” is to 
live; the names of the fallen of the British 
Special Air Service are inscribed on the 
memorial clock at its headquarters in 
Stirling Lines, Hereford. The clock, 
with its names from Ulster, the Falk¬ 
lands, Borneo and elsewhere, is port¬ 
able, as befits the memory of the fallen 
of an organization to whom the static and 
earthbound is anathema. Andy’s name 
will also be remembered in a portable 
memorial, carried in the hearts of the 
Afghans with whom he shared so much, 
the journalists and writers who respected 
his courage and skill, and all those who 
value human freedom. 

— David C. Isby 


would-be journalist named Sara Shah, re¬ 
portedly with the assistance of some shad¬ 
owy Peshawar hangers-on with dubious po¬ 
litical allegiances, the story was one long 
string of falsehoods and untruths. 

“The United States has cut off supplies of 
Stinger antiaircraft missiles to an Afghan 
guerrilla group after discovering that at least 
16 of the weapons were sold by the resis¬ 
tance to Iran,” the article began. Not true: 
The U.S. government investigated the inci¬ 
dent and found that the Iranians seized the 
missiles from the mujahideen by force; sup¬ 
plies of Stingers were never interrupted at 
all. The article goes on to say, “The [guer¬ 
rilla] group [that lost the Stingers] is the 
most fundamentalist faction among the 
Afghan resistance and maintains repre¬ 
sentation in Tehran.” Wrong again: The 
group, Hezb-i-Jslamil Yunis Khalis, is ex¬ 
tremely unfriendly to the Khomeini regime 
and has no representatives or offices any¬ 
where in Iran. The fact that Hezb-i-Islami 
officials in Peshawar denied selling the 
Stingers to Iran is buried deep in the text, 46 
lines down: dishonest journalism indeed. 

Newsweek did its share to spread disin¬ 
formation on the Stingers in a 26 October 
1987 piece. That week the magazine ran a 
short, unattributed piece based on “semi¬ 
official Pentagon sources” (whatever those 
are) implying the mujahideen sold the 
Stingers to Iran. Inaccuracy followed in¬ 
accuracy. Newsweek claimed, “The in¬ 


termediary [for the sale] apparently was 
Ismael Khan.” Wrong: Khan is the Jamiat- 
i-Islami commander in Herat, and the Sting¬ 
ers were highjacked by the Iranians from the 
Hezb-i-Islami commander in Farah, far 
south of Herat. Newsweek described 
Khan’s “Islamic Party” as having “close 
ties to Iran.” Wrong again: Jamiat is hardly 
an “Islamic Party” if by that one means 
fundamentalist in the Iranian sense, as 
Jamiat is primarily made up of Sunnis and, 
like most mujahideen groups, has very 
strained relations with Iran. Recent Western 
visitors to eastern Iran described wounded 
Jamiat mujahideen dying after being denied 
treatment in Iranian hospitals, of others 
being forcibly drafted against their will into 
the Iranian army. In many areas of Afghani¬ 
stan, Iranian-backed guerrillas have fought 
against Jamiat and other mainstream mu¬ 
jahideen groups, disastrously weakening 
the anti-Soviet resistance. 

About the same time The London Times 
piece came out, the usually reliable Far 
Eastern Economic Review ran a story by a 
cohort of Ms. Shah’s named Elaine Parnell 
which made the rather astonishing claim 
that the Stinger was not an effective 
weapons system, since the Soviets can 
simply avoid the surface-to-air missiles by 
not sending their jets and helicopters into 
areas where Stingers are deployed! As 
Soviet military tactics in Afghanistan are 
absolutely dependent on close air support, it 



Video class for Afghans so they can learn to 
cover the war. This class was run by the 
Jamiat-i-Isfami Party in Peshawar, 

Pakistan, 1986. Photo: Ed Grazda 

would seem that a weapons system whose 
very presence removed that air support from 
the field of battle was a pretty damned po¬ 
tent weapons system, but that fact never 
seems to have occurred to Ms. Parnell. 
Amazing. 

A good bit of the misinformation out of 
Afghanistan is simply the innocent product 
of inept reporting; what is really disturbing 
is the deliberate disinformation, the stories 
squelched, censored, suppressed, twisted 
and falsified to mislead the public. 

It seems to happen a lot. A veteran Cana¬ 
dian woman reporter tells of an interview 
she did with an Afghan woman who had 
been tortured by Soviet and Afghan com¬ 
munist secret police in a Kabul prison and 
had survived to become a resistance leader 
in Pakistan. The Canadian reporter gave the 
story to an editor at the Toronto Globe-Mail ; 
to her surprise and outrage the editor refused 
to run the story. “It’s well-written, but you 
are too close to the story emotionally,” the 
editor said. The same editor also rejected a 
series of photographs of bombed-out 
Afghan villages, on the same general 
grounds: too “emotional.” The photogra¬ 
pher, Joe Gaal, was appalled: “It wasn’t as 
if I could have faked the photos,” he says. 
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ABOVE: Green’s Hotel, Peshawar, 
Pakistan, frequented by journalists from all 
over the world on their way into and out of 
Afghanistan. Photo: Ed Grazda 


BELOW: Rob Schultheis soaks up some sun 
with mujahideen companions in Tirah, 
Pakistan. Photo: Ed Grazda 



“You can pose people, but how do you pose 
rubble?” 

An American journalist shot videotape of 
fighting around Jalalabad, Afghanistan’s 
fifth largest city, and offered it over the 
phone to CNN. CNN executive Genee Van 
Essen told him that the self-styled “news 
network” wasn’t even interested in looking 
at his tapes. “We get Afghan war footage 
all the time,*’ she said, ignoring the fact that 
CNN goes weeks, even months, without 
running any coverage of the war at all. Does 
CNN’s lack of interest in Afghanistan have 
anything to do with the fact that network 
prez Ted Turner has publicly stated that the 
Soviets didn’t really invade Afghanistan, 
they were “invited” in? Your guess is as 
good as mine. 

In 1985 journalist Rob Schultheis man¬ 
aged to persuade the leftist/liberal monthly 
Mother Jones to send him to Afghanistan to 
report on the war. The story he brought back 
contained an extensive documentation of 
Soviet atrocities and an open denunciation 
of Soviet policy in Afghanistan, Reported¬ 
ly, the article triggered a huge uproar among 
MJ’s editors, some of whom wanted to run 
it, insisting that it would be dishonest not to, 
while others wanted to “kill” the piece. In 
the end the magazine compromised and ran 
the story with all of the strongest passages 
about Soviet war crimes carefully removed. 
In a complete reversal of their usual edito¬ 
rial policy, the editors never provided the 



Jim Lindeloff with correspondents’ favorite, 
Murree’s Export Lager, better known as 
Murree Piss. This was last time the author 
saw him. He was a 6’4” paramedic-trained 
redhead who was killed near Kabul in 
October 1987, in an ambush many believe 
was deliberately aimed at journalists. Photo: 
Carew-Reid 


author with galleys of his edited story before 
publication, so he had no opportunity to 
protest the mishandling of his original text. 
To add insult to injury, the magazine’s art 
department completely ignored the author’s 
suggestions for accompanying photos. He 
wanted pictures of Afghan civilians, fami¬ 
lies, women and children, the innocent vic¬ 
tims of the war; instead, the art department 
ran what seemed to be the ugliest, drabbest 
photographs of mujahideen they could find. 
“The lead photo was a weird close-up of 
some ancient tribesman with a dyed red 
beard,” Schultheis said later. “I don’t even 
know if he was an Afghan or not. He looked 
like a Martian. It was like running a picture 
of a tattooed biker and representing him as a 
typical American.” So much for journalis¬ 
tic integrity, New Left style. 

A freelancer went to one of the network 
news departments in New York and told 
them he was going to Afghanistan: Were 
they interested in a story or two? “It all 
depends,” he was told. “We’re tired of all 
these stories about the big bad Russians 
killing Afghan civilians. But if you can get 
us any stories about corruption in the CIA 
arms supply network or the mujahideen traf¬ 
ficking in narcotics, we would really be 
interested.” Unbelievable but true. 

In a similar vein, another veteran Afghan 
journalist received a phone call from a tele- 

Con tinned on page 78 
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SOF COMBAT ANALYSIS 


FOUR BATTLES IN 

AFGHANISTAN 


T HE war in Afghanistan is no longer a 
war of a few heroic men armed with 
antiquated weapons against the mechanized 
might of the Soviet army. The Afghan re¬ 
sistance has made great progress in moving 
from its origins as a spontaneous national 
rising to a modem national liberation move¬ 
ment, a process that effectively started in 
1983-84. The maturation of the Afghan re¬ 
sistance is the result of the harsh Darwinism 
of war — those who fail to change usually 
fail to survive. The maturation process has 
been greatly accelerated by the supply of 
limited numbers of U.S.-made Stinger and 
British-made Blowpipe man-portable sur¬ 
face-to-air missiles (SAMs) which went 
into action in late 1986, but the changes are 
not solely a result of these weapons. 

How both the Soviets and Afghans react 
to and deal with the changes in the war may 
decide the ultimate question: Will the 
Soviets withdraw in the next few years, 
accepting the fact that their puppet govern¬ 
ment cannot endure without Soviet troops, 
or will they stay for the long haul while 
looking to undercut Afghanistan’s neigh¬ 
bors as well as continuing the war in- 
country? Washington is more optimistic 
than Peshawar, but that there is any debate 
at all after eight years of war is a tribute to 
the ability of the Afghan resistance to not 
only endure but to adapt. 

The changes in the war in Afghanistan in 
1987 can be seen in four of the most signifi¬ 
cant battles of that year: Arghandab, Jadji, 
Operation Avalanche and Kalafghan. Each 
showed different elements of the changing 
battlefield situation and each holds different 
implications for the future. 

ARGHANDAB: Defeat for the 
Democratic Republic of Afghanistan 
(DRA) 

The battle of Arghandab was significant 
because it demonstrated that resistance 
forces could fight together effectively even 
when they were from many different parties 
and were not dominated by any single lead¬ 
er. The resistance showed that they could 
stand and fight against communist forces 
without suffering the usual fate of guerrilla 
forces in conventional battles: heavy losses 
to air and artillery for no real gain. At 
Arghandab, however, the result was crum¬ 
bling DRA morale, marked by large-scale 
combat refusals and desertions. 


Mujahideen Destroy 
Myth of Soviet Invincibility 

by David C. Isby 



Kandahar has been bandit country to the 
Soviets since 1 January 1980, when the 
locals showed their appreciation of Soviet 
efforts at fraternal support by cutting into 
little pieces the first two jeeploads of 
Soviets to leave their defensive perimeter 
around the airport. There have been repeat¬ 
ed battles in Kandahar since then. Despite 
the relatively flat terrain, the resistance has 
not been defeated by numerous Soviet 
offensives, even though they have laid 
waste much of the once-fertile agricultural 


The most critical element of resistance 
success on the battlefield in 1987 was 
improved air defense weaponry. While 
overshadowed by Stingers and Blowpipes, 
larger numbers of Soviet-designed SA-7 
Grail surface-to-air missiles (SAMs) were 
also available, like this one shown in action 
during the Jadji offensive of spring 1987. 
Photo: Afghan Media Resource Center 

land around the city. 

The Kandahar resistance, under leaders 
such as Lai a Malang and Abdul Latif, and 
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AFGHAN ANALYST AND 
ALLY 

David C. fsby has spent considerable 
time in the field with the mujahideen as a 
correspondent for Soldier of Fortune 
Magazine (see SOF, April ’81, August 
’83, March ’84, February ’85). His 
highly informative book, Russia's War 
in Afghanistan , has been praised by mu¬ 
jahideen representatives for its insight 
into the freedom fighters’ motivations 
for going toe-to-toe against their Soviet 
invaders.;.. 

Currently a Washington, DC-based 
lawyer specializing in international 
affairs, Isby is also well-known for his 
knowledge of Soviet military tactics and 
weaponry. Originally the editor of 
Strategy and Tactics Magazine in New 
York, he is the author of Jane f s Weapons 
and Tactics of the Soviet Army, Armies 
of NATO's Central Front and well over 
100 articles in numerous military and 
foreign affairs publications. 



Brave, resolute, inspired and 
brimming with enthusiasm for his 
fact-finding mission, author David Isby 
is about to enjoy bread and tea with 
Afghan friends. Photo; David C. Isby 


the DRA carry the border of the offensive. 
Most of the 6,000 troops committed to the 
offensive were Afghan, with the Soviet 70th 
Motorized Rifle Brigade backing them up. 
The DRA government sent its minister of 
defense and minister of interior to the scene 
to give an Afghan flavor to the action. This 
offensive by a DRA force may possibly 
have been intended to follow up on the 
Zhawar and Herat offensives of 1986, to 
show the resistance, and the world, that the 
DRA military could fight its own battles and 
was going to last. 

Following the intense bombardments, the 
offensive jumped off on 22 May but soon 
ran into fierce opposition. The resistance 
had built many shelters around Arghandab 
and the artillery had not disrupted the de- 


BELOW: The wreck of a Soviet Mi-17 
Hip-H helicopter shot down on 15 June 
1987 in the Jadji offensive. This aircraft, 
leaving a landing zone after landing Soviet 
air assault troops, was flying at low altitude 
trying to avoid Stinger fire when it was hit 
by an RPG-7 antitank rocket launcher. 
Photo: Afghan Media Resource Center 



with a rotating leadership between parties, 
increased their attacks in May 1987. They 
were strong, forceful men, better at battle 
than in the skillful organization and institu¬ 
tion building that often constitutes 90 per¬ 
cent of the task of a guerrilla force. But with 
the cooperation of other leaders, by 1987 
they were mounting attacks that were much 
better organized than ever before. 

The Soviet positions at Peshmul and Has- 
sangay and the Kandahar city Khad (DRA 
secret police) headquarters were among the 



targets of this new offensive. But the Soviet 
response had already been planned. In the 
last week of May, the Soviets launched an 
offensive against resistance strongholds in 
the Arghandab district, 10 kilometers out¬ 
side Kandahar. 

In typical Soviet operational style, the 
offensive was preceded by massive air and 
artillery strikes, more suitable if the defend¬ 
ers were an opposing army rather than elu¬ 
sive guerrillas. Wanting to minimize their 
own casualties, the Soviets wanted to have 


fense. The relatively few resistance Stingers 
in the area soon started to take their toll on 
Soviet and DRA helicopters, so close air 
support was soon limited. 

The offensive failed to produce the quick, 
newsworthy victory Kabul had hoped for. 
Rather, DRA forces were committed to in¬ 
tense, close-range fighting against well- 
armed, competent resistance forces. For the 
communist troops, shaky at the best of 
times, this was too much, especially once it 
became apparent that the Soviet helicopter 
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gunships they had come to depend on for so 
much of their firepower were not being 
committed to battle. DRA morale started to 
crack. Large numbers of DRA troops re¬ 
fused to attack resistance positions. Accord¬ 
ing to reliable but unconfirmed sources, 200 
were summarily executed. Over 1,200 
DRA troops went over to the resistance, 
many with their arms. By the end of June, 
the offensive had fizzled into failure. Com¬ 
munist losses included five to 16 aircraft 
(different estimates), over 30 tanks and 
armored fighting vehicles (AFVs) and 500 
troops killed and wounded. Resistance los¬ 
ses were much less but included Lala 
Malang, killed in action while leading the 
defense. If the Soviets had any plans that 
this offensive would deal the resistance in 
the Kandahar area a powerful blow, they 
must have been sorely disappointed. 

Arghandab showed that the Soviet 
attempt to create an independent DRA oper¬ 
ational capability and to use DRA forces to 
carry out offensive operations backed up by 
Soviet airpower, as they did in 1986 at Zha- 
war and Herat, was not going to work in 
1987. Soviet airpower, unwilling to take 
losses to inflict losses on the resistance, was 
no longer there to make it costly for the 
resistance to fight it out with DRA forces 
who cracked under the pressure of fighting. 

The Kandahar resistance was never 
known for its Prussian efficiency in organiz¬ 
ing or fighting, but it proved equal to the 
task. Even though there was no one well- 
known central figure in command, the dif¬ 
ferent groups stayed united and fought well. 
JADJI: The Soviet Army Fails on the 
Battlefield 

The most significant battle of 1987 — 
and perhaps of the entire war — was the 
defeat of the Soviet offensive in the Jadji 
region of Paktia Province. The Paktia offen¬ 
sive, unlike Arghandab, had Soviet troops 
as its cutting edge. These included a high 
percentage of Soviet special operations 
forces — airborne, air assault, Spetsnaz — 
their tactics sharpened by years of combat 
experience. While road-bound motorized 
rifle units still made up the bulk of Soviet 
forces in Afghanistan, the Jadji offensive, 
building on years of experience, would 
emphasize the Soviet troops most suited to 
the dismounted and airmobile small-unit 
tactics of counterinsurgency warfare. Com¬ 
mitted to the Jadji offensive along with the 
Soviets were DRA regulars and tribal 
militia. The militia, armed and equipped 
like the resistance and with good local 
knowledge of the territory, can be tough 
fighters if they are inspired by large 
amounts of Moscow gold. 

Like most Soviet offensives into Paktia, 
this one started with the relief of a besieged 
garrison, the one at Ali Sher in Jadji, but it 
expanded into an attempt to block the major 
resistance routes into Afghanistan and to put 
observation posts on some of the major 
heights. 

The offensive opened on 20 May. As 
with most Soviet offensives in Afghanistan, 
it was not a surprise, and the resistance was 


already moving to defeat it before the troops 
left the line of departure. The resistance 
brought in forces from throughout the bor¬ 
der areas and from the refugee camps in 
Pakistan, resulting in one of the largest 
Afghan concentrations of the war. The 
numbers stretched the resistance supply sys¬ 
tem — checkpoints eventually had to be set 
up to limit the numbers of Afghans coming 
into the battle. Jalluladin Haqani, one of the 
foremost resistance commanders in the bor¬ 
der area, came north from his base at Zha- 
war with many of his mujahideen to join in 
the fighting. Mohammed Anwar, who oper- 

1987 was a good year for resistance 
commander Ahmad Shah Massoud, seen 
here inspecting a captured AKS-74 with an 
under barrel 40mm BG-15 grenade 
launcher. Photo: Mohammed Shuaib, 
Jamiat-i-Islami 


ated for many years in the Jegdaleg area of 
Kabul Province, was also in the thick of the 
action — his mujahideen included some 
skilled SAM gunners. But the commanders 
and fighting men involved read like a Who’s 
Who of the Afghan resistance, coming from 
all seven major Peshawar-based parties. 

Launching an offensive into Paktia Pro¬ 
vince means accepting heavy fighting for 
uncertain gain. In 1985, a major Soviet 
offensive i^Paktia was forced back by the 
resistance. Since then, the resistance has 
gotten stronger, and by the spring of 1987 
there were significant numbers of Stingers 
and Blowpipes in Paktia. The Soviets had to 
limit their use of air strikes, relying instead 
on massed artillery fire, including the use of 
220mm BM-27 multiple rocket launchers. 
Helicopters operated at low altitude, trying 
to get under the Stingers’ effective en¬ 
velope. This forced them down into the fire 
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of heavy machine guns and even rocket- 
propelled grenades (RPG-7s), which re¬ 
sulted in more losses. The Soviet special 
operations forces were thus limited in their 
use of helicopters for tactical mobility. 
They had to fight the Afghans for the high 
ground on the route of advance. The resis¬ 
tance put dense mine fields on all the major 
avenues of approach and also covered these 
approach routes with heavy weapons. 

Usually, for a light irregular force like the 
mujahideen to stand and fight against a 
force like the Soviet army is somewhere 

Democratic Republic of Afghanistan (DRA) 
infantry squad that has joined the 
resistance. Crumbling of DRA capability 
and morale in 1987 after an attempted 
resurgence in 1986 was one of the most 
significant events of the year. Photo: 
Mohammed Shuaib, Jamiat-i-Islami 


between counterproductive and self- 
destructive. But this time, knowing that the 
Soviets would be sensitive to losses and that 
the SAMs could hold their air power at bay, 
the resistance held firm. This time it was the 
Soviets who broke — and 24 days after the 
offensive opened, the Soviets retreated. 

Jadji underlined the increasing capabili¬ 
ties and effectiveness of the resistance. 
Even without the chance for extensive pre¬ 
planning, the different parties all worked 
well together. The shifting of forces from 
elsewhere in eastern Afghanistan showed 
that few significant commanders would sit 
out an offensive that was within striking 
range. The ability to concentrate forces on a 
regional basis is an advance seen in recent 
years. 

Improved weaponry contributed to the 
victory in Jadji — not just the SAMs, but 
increased numbers of Chinese-made 




LEFT: Ahmad Shah Massoud, mujahideen 
combat commander who has led nine 
offensives in the Panjsher Valley since 1980, 
overtook the Democratic Republic of 
Afghanistan (DRA) garrison at Kalafghan in 
July 1987 using a coalition force of 300 
resistance fighters. Photo: Mike Winchester 

107mm and some 122mm rocket launchers. 
While the practice of indirect fire still eludes 
even some of the better Afghan command¬ 
ers, these weapons were effectively used in 
Jadji. Single-barrel launchers with simple 
optical sights, called BM-ls by the 
Afghans, have become widespread. In addi¬ 
tion, there are more RPG-7s (although 
ammunition supply remains a problem) and 
antitank mines. 

The effect of better resistance training 
was also seen at Jadji. While the individual 
Afghan — and his commander — are still 
not well-trained by Western standards, 
those with more courage than sense are 
largely dead, those without courage or en¬ 
durance are largely in exile and those who 
remain are reaping the rewards of training 


and discipline on the battlefield. 

Jadji also has larger implications for the 
Soviets. It shows that the operational 
approach they have evolved since 1984 — 
emphasizing firepower, especially air- 
delivered; the use of special operations 
forces; and the use of helicopters for close 
air support, tactical mobility and resupply 
— is no longer valid. The Soviets are going 
to have to find another way to fight the war 
in Afghanistan. 

Jadji called into question the continuing 
viability of the border forts, like Ali Sher, 
that have held out since the start of the war. 
These forts, with their Kabul regime garri¬ 
sons, have been key elements of the Soviet 
operations in eastern Afghanistan. They 
block supply routes, provide communist 
presence and target acquisition capability, 
act as communications centers for both the 
military and the Khad's extensive human 
intelligence nets and also have functioned as 
a magnet for resistance activity, absorbing 
efforts that would otherwise have been ap¬ 
plied closer to Soviet-occupied positions. 
Resistance attacks on such positions also 
concentrated their own forces, making 
them, in the past, a better target for Soviet 
air and artillery, although the new SAMs in 
action in 1987 greatly reduced Soviet air 
capabilities. Because they were manned by 
the DRA, with only Soviet advisers, they 
represented a low level of investment for the 
Soviets. 

But many of these forts have become 
dependent on air resupply. Improved mu¬ 
jahideen air defense threatens to make such 
resupply flights too costly to be sustained. 
In 1987, the Soviets pulled their own forces 
out of a number of more isolated positions in 
the interior, leaving the DRA behind. The 
DRA border forts have been holding on in 
large part because of their extensive mine 
fields, which keep both the resistance out 
and their garrisons in. The resistance’s lack 
of mine-field breaching equipment and 
training kept any of these border forts from 
falling in 1987. This led to an urgent need 
for equipment and training for the resistance 
to deal with the mine fields. 

The defeat of the Soviet helicopter force 
at Jadji, as well as the fighting in Maidon, 
west of Kabul, and in many other battles had 
probably the most significant tactical im¬ 
pact of the 1987 fighting. This certainly 
must have been disconcerting in Moscow. 
The large, sophisticated and expensive 
Soviet helicopter force was beaten by a few 
hundred cheap and relatively unsophisticat¬ 
ed Stingers in the hands of irregulars. It 
must raise questions as to the survivability 
of the Soviet helicopter force in a potential 
war in Europe, where air defenses would be 
much more intense. How the Soviets 
answer these questions will have an impact 
beyond Afghanistan. 

The defeat of Soviet special operations 
forces at Jadji also raises questions as to just 
how successful Soviet adaptation to coun¬ 
terinsurgency warfare has been. This will 
also require the Soviets to further adapt, but 
the old, slow processes of trial and error that 
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have guided Soviet tactical evolution in Af¬ 
ghanistan in the past will not suffice in the 
new, more deadly 1987 tactical environ¬ 
ment. The Soviets are going to have to get a 
lot better a lot faster than they have in the 
past, find a new way to fight the war, or end 
the war. 

OPERATION AVALANCHE: The 
Interdiction Battle 

Resistance offensive action in 1987 was 
targeted against Soviet supply routes, the 
DRA, and Soviet forts and garrisons. The 
resistance must have a sustainable and re¬ 
peatable impact on all three if their military 
action is to be effective. The resistance in¬ 
terdiction efforts were not as well-directed 
or sustained as they might have been, espe¬ 
cially considering that the Stingers reduced 
the effectiveness of the attack helicopters on 
convoy escort duty. Ahmad Shah Massoud, 
for example, devoted his resources to the 
classic guerrilla mission of building poten¬ 
tial infrastructure for a protracted struggle 
rather than using them to try to disrupt the 
Salang Pass route between the Soviet Union 
and Kabul. 

Operation Avalanche’s significance — 
more than the damage done — was what it 
demonstrated. It was, to a large extent, a 
battle designed to have an impact beyond the 
battlefield, to reach Western media and show 
outside supporters in Pakistan and elsewhere 
that the Afghan resistance in general, and this 
party in particular, are deserving of aid. This 
demonstrated a greater degree of political 
sophistication than many resistance groups 
have shown in the past. 

Unlike the other three battles, Avalanche 
was not a coalition effort. Rather, it was 
staged by a single resistance group — the 
National Islamic Front of Afghanistan 
(NIFA) of Pir Sayid Ahmad Gailani. A 
single-party operation is not uncommon in 
Afghanistan and in this case there were both 
military and political reasons for not form¬ 
ing a coalition. Militarily, it was to decrease 
the risk of plans leaking out and to facilitate 
rapid command response. Politically, it was 
to demonstrate NIFA’s battlefield capabil¬ 
ity. In 1986 the first Stingers had gone in to 
the two Hezb~i~Islami (Islamic Party) par¬ 
ties, those of Yunis Khalis and Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyar. While NIFA had its own Sting¬ 
ers by the time of Avalanche, they wanted to 
show that they would put any future hard¬ 
ware to good use. The competition between 
the different resistance groups can some¬ 
times have beneficial effects. 

NIFA’s senior military commander, 
Abdul Rahim Wardak, a former Afghan 
army colonel and a graduate of the U.S. 
Army Command and General Staff College 
at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, intended 
more than just an ambush on the Kabul- 
Jalalabad highway. He was aware that such 
an ambush could have been carried out by 
40 well-armed handpicked men, but he had 
in mind a more elaborate plan which would 
both make the political point and have bat¬ 
tlefield impact. Wardak prepared an ambi¬ 
tious plan with four task forces — Alpha, 
Bravo, Charlie and Delta — operating in 


mutual support over a 65-kilometer front. 
They would also hit communist outposts 
along the highway and at the Sarobi power 
station. Unlike an ambush, with its hit-and- 
run tactics, this plan intended that the high¬ 
way would be kept closed for several days. 

The NIFA forces involved in Operation 
Avalanche came from a wide geographical 
area. This illustrates a trend seen in combat 
in recent years: resistance commanders and 
fighting men conducting operations outside 
of their home area. Again, Ahmad Shah 
Massoud has been one of the prime exam¬ 
ples, traveling throughout northern Afghan¬ 
istan and dispatching mobile strike forces, 

Ahmad Shah Massoud, the “Lion of the 
Papjshcr,” whose consolidation of resistance 
positions throughout northern Afghanistan 
showed a new spirit of cooperation among 
the Afghan resistance. Photo: Mohammed 
Shuaib, Jamiat-i-Islami 


but he is by no means the only Afghan using 
these tactics. Commanders, moving with 
either a few men or a ‘ ‘strike force, ’ 5 link up 
with local forces or a coalition of forces 
from a wider area or may strike indepen¬ 
dently. 

This trend toward a more regional con¬ 
centration of fighting men and commanders 
for specific operations allows greater strik¬ 
ing power. Commanders who have gained a 
good reputation for fighting elsewhere in 
the region will usually be welcomed by 
other Afghans. By melding groups of guer¬ 
rillas either from one or several parties for a 
single operation, commanders can use large 
forces. Many successful commanders are 
from areas without a large Soviet presence, 
so they lack targets. Commanders who 
operate in areas that have lost their civilian 
population through the Soviet campaign 
against the rural agricultural infrastructure 
also benefit from the regional cooperation to 
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SOVIET 

EXPLOSIVE PEN 


This weapon, illustrated here for the 
first time in the West, is a Soviet explo¬ 
sive pen, captured in Afghanistan. 

Reports of these weapons date back to 
World War II, One version was loaded 
by putting two fire-producing and corro¬ 
sive chemicals inside the steel pen tube, 
separated by a copper disc. As the chem¬ 
icals ate through the copper, they would 
mix and ignite. The time delay could be 
varied by the thickness of the disc. 
Another version had a mechanical fric¬ 
tion time-delay detonator set by twisting 
one half of the pen. 

These pens were supplied to the 
Soviet partisans and special-operations 
forces operating in the German rear 
areas during World War II. Along with a 
broad spectrum of Soviet explosive de¬ 
vices, they contributed greatly to the 
“front in the enemy rear” that greatly 
hindered German logistics and com¬ 
munication. Such behind-the-lines 
offensive action would be a key element 
of future Soviet invasions. 

The explosive pen has become part of 
the overall Soviet operational approach 


Explosive pen, pictured here, has 
become part of the overall Soviet 
operational approach to the war in 
Afghanistan. Photo: Courtesy Colorado 
Committee for a Free Afghanistan 

to the war in Afghanistan. Since 1987, 
the Soviet Union, acting through the 
Afghan communist secret police, the 
Khad, has been waging an unprecedent¬ 
ed campaign of state-supported terror¬ 
ism against Pakistan. Bombs planted by 
Khad agents inserted across the border 
or recruited in the refugee camps have 
been going off in Pakistan on a daily 
basis. The obvious purpose of the terror 
campaign is to pressure Pakistan to cut 
its support for the Afghan resistance. 
Bomb blasts have spread beyond Pesha¬ 
war and North-West Frontier Province 
to the Punjab and Scinde. By doing this, 
the Soviets are hoping that the backlash 
from these bombings will lead to a pub¬ 
lic outcry that will force the Pakistani 
government's hand. 

In a real sense, the Soviets are trying 
to counter the success of the U.S.-made 
Stinger missile (supplied to the resis¬ 
tance through Pakistan since 1986) with 
the pen-bomb. 


Mujahideen commander Massoud (right) 
watches a Soviet-made Ml942 (ZIS-3) 
76mm Divisional Gun captured at 
Kalafghan be dragged away for future use 
by the resistance. Photo: Abdul Hafiz 


assure food supplies. Striking away from 
the local area with combined forces also 
makes it harder for the Soviets to target 
reprisals. 

Getting such a large force into position 
along the Kabul-Jalalabad highway before 
Operation Avalanche was difficult, espe¬ 
cially because the element of surprise was 
crucial. That it was carried out successfully 
demonstrates both skillful planning and the 
greater capability of the resistance to carry 
out battlefield tasks. 

Avalanche opened early on 6 July 1987 
with a surprise ambush of a supply convoy. 
When a relief column arrived (Stingers pre¬ 
vented the helicopter response that would 
have doubtlessly resulted a year earlier), it 
was ambushed by a resistance blocking 
force. Other forces attacked outposts and 
the Sarobi plant. 

The losses in Avalanche have proven dif¬ 
ficult to confirm. Original resistance claims 
included over 900 personnel, 50 AFVs, 83 
trucks, 19 outposts, four fighter-bombers 
and one helicopter. The Afghans involved 
took special care to ascertain these losses, 
which they believed to be primarily Soviet 
troops, and their figures were supported by 
the reports of an American journalist who 
was with the resistance during Avalanche. 
A U.S. Department of Defense source was 
quoted as reporting these figures were “in 
the ballpark.’’ However, other Afghan 
sources believe that fewer than 10 AFVs 
were destroyed, along with a similar num¬ 
ber of trucks, two outposts and one fighter- 
bomber, and that the forces were primarily 
DR A. These figures, too, have received 
non-Afghan backing. Certainly, such di¬ 
vergence in evaluation is not unknown in 
the Afghan war, or any other, but the key 
lesson of Avalanche was not the number of 
casualties inflicted but the message it sent to 
the resistance’s friends and enemies. 
KALAFGHAN: The Resistance on the 
Offensive in the North 

Ahmad Shah Massoud’s taking of the 
DR A garrison at Kalafghan in Takhar Prov¬ 
ince in northern Afghanistan on 14 July 
1987 was an example of a successful resis¬ 
tance attack on a communist fort. These 
forts, with garrisons ranging from about 300 
DRA troops, as at Kalafghan, to full 5,000- 
man divisions, as at Khost and the surround¬ 
ing outposts, are often resupplied only by 
air. They are usually behind dense mine 
fields, intended as much to keep the garri¬ 
son from deserting as to keep the resistance 
outside the perimeter. 

Communist forts have proven remark¬ 
ably survivable. In eastern Afghanistan 
some have survived being surrounded by 
the resistance since 1979. However, in 
1986-87, as part of his campaign to consoli¬ 
date the resistance position in Afghanistan 
north of the Hindu Kush, Massoud took a 
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Guerrilla with Chinese-made RPG-7 
antitank rocket launcher. In 1987, 
helicopters flying under Stinger fire were hit 
by RPG-7s on several occasions. Photo: 
David C. Isby 


series of posts: Nahrin, Fakhar, Kalafghan 
and, in October 1987, Newon. 

Massoud’s offensive has represented a 
measured pace of military action. Massoud 
certainly has the capability to mount an in¬ 
terdiction campaign against the Salang 
highway or to disrupt Soviet air operations 
from Bagram air base; he has instead chosen 
to concentrate on building a resistance or¬ 
ganization that he believes will last as long 
as the Soviet presence. Massoud is not aim¬ 
ing for a quick victory but rather the long 
haul of protracted guerrilla warfare. This is 
Massoud’s greatest strength as a leader and 
organizer, although he has proven his skill 
as a combat commander in nine Panjsher 
Valley offensives since 1980 and, in the last 
two years, in his attacks throughout the 
north. 

Kalafghan demonstrated that forts can be 
taken by resistance forces in a well-planned, 
determined assault. Massoud even lacked 
specialized mine-clearing equipment and 
training. The resistance needs both of these 
badly (the equipment is reportedly in the 
pipeline to them), but good planning and 
effective improvisation can substitute. 
Kalafghan was an effective coalition battle. 
Massoud worked with fighting men from 
different parties. The battle was also an 
integral part of Massoud’s political 
strategy. As well as consolidating his mili¬ 
tary position, he is creating an alternative to 
the discredited Kabul government in the 
best manner of a war of national liberation. 

Kalafghan had to go. Massoud does not 
attack without a reason and Kalafghan 
blocked the communications routes be¬ 
tween two valleys where he had organized 
the resistance and, leading beyond, to 
Pakistan. It would also help lower DR A 
morale throughout the north if it were taken. 

The first phase in the Kalafghan attack 
was reconnaissance, which went on until 
just before the assault. This included exten¬ 
sive debriefings of DRA deserters from the 
garrison. The locations of all weapons and 
mine fields were plotted on a sand-table 
model which was then used by Massoud for 
planning. Resistance scout teams with 
handheld video cameras brought back up¬ 
dated film. 

Meanwhile, the political work for the 
attack was considered even more important 
than the military preparations. Massoud 
wanted to involve the local commander, 
who was of the Harakat-i-InquiJabi-i-IsIami 
(Islamic Revolutionary Movement) party 
rather than Jamiat-i-Islami (Islamic Socie¬ 
ty) like Massoud. Therefore, extensive po¬ 
litical work was required to win over the 
locals to work with Massoud. 

This required a great deal of tact and 
diplomacy. Afghanistan is a highly frag¬ 
mented society. Before the war, people 
really did not know much, nor care much, 
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about the people who lived over the next 
hill. The war has not only strengthened the 
deep Islamic faith that united the people of 
Afghanistan before the war but has also 
helped create a spirit of nationalism that was 
previously weak. But if Massoud is to use 
this spirit, he must defeat suspicion that 
cooperation will bring Soviet retaliation or 
that he cared only for the Panjsher Valley 
and the Panjsheris. 

The third stage, the military preparations, 
lasted 15 days before the assault. The 

BELOW: Mujahideen planting antitank 
mine. Soviet army has great difficulty 
detecting these all-plastic mines. They will 
sometimes lead columns with tanks 
mounting mine rollers on dozer blades. To 
counter this, mujahideen often fuze the 
mines to dud 250-kilogram bombs, so that 
both will be detonated by the roller. 



attackers would include 200 men of Mas¬ 
soud’s central forces — about 25 percent of 
them Panjsheris — plus 100 of the local 
forces. The central force’s troops were con¬ 
centrated in a remote assembly area 40 kilo¬ 
meters from Kalafghan to avoid alerting the 
defenders. A day before the attack, 15 
trucks picked up the central force troops and 
some of the locals and carried them to with¬ 
in a one- or two-hour march from the line of 
departure. There they were met by the rest 
of the local forces and over 100 donkeys to 
carry forward the ammunition and heavy 
weapons, including many Chinese-made 
single-barrel 107mm rocket launchers. This 
created a security problem, not only with 
the noise and braying of the donkeys, but 
the area was also cordoned off to prevent 
civilians seeing the movement forward. The 
troops spent the day before the attack resting 
in the villages near the line of departure 


while the firing positions for the heavy 
weapons were set up. Massoud himself 
made a two-hour command reconnaissance 
and tested his radio net before the attack. 

The Kalafghan garrison had received 
warnings of an attack, but they had received 
no less than 70 attack warnings that year and 
thought that, at worst, it would be some of 
the usual harassment from the local resis¬ 
tance. They had no idea that Massoud was 
in the area and had targeted them. 

The assault went in at 1700 hours, pre¬ 
ceded by an intense but brief barrage by 
107mm rockets. Because the rocket launch¬ 
er firing positions were set up within 1,000 
meters of the perimeter, most of the rounds 
were on target. Overwhelmed, the DRA 

BELOW: Mujahideen fire 107mm rocket on 
Soviet positions near Khost. Photo: 
Mujahideen source 




LEFT: Mujahideen fighter sporting Soviet 
officer’s jacket and cap taken in ambush. 
Photo: Mujahideen source 

heavy weapons were able to fire only three 
mortar rounds. Moving swiftly through the 
gaps in the mine field plotted in the recon¬ 
naissance phase, resistance troops were 
through the perimeter and took all five com¬ 
munist strong points in 45 minutes. Only 
one communist officer escaped; the rest of 
the garrison were killed or captured. Resis¬ 
tance losses were extremely light. 

Kalafghan had depended for its defense 
on final protective fire from a battery of 
howitzers positioned at a Soviet army fire 
base. But Massoud had positioned a battery 
of mortars within striking range of the fire 
base. At precisely 1700 hours they fired an 
intense bombardment, suppressing the 
Soviet guns, which could not answer the 
frantic radio calls from their communist 
DRA allies at Kalafghan. Finally getting 
into action, the Soviets then tried to engage 
the mortars. The Afghans, however, having 
fired off all their ammunition, had then dis- 

Continued on page 83 
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ENDGAME IN 

AFGHANISTAN 

Soviets Looking for Peace With Honor 

by Louis Dupree 


I N the late 1950s the Soviet Union stepped 
up its economic and military assistance to 
Afghanistan, which became the *‘economic 
Korea,” a zone of competition between the 
East and West. Pessimists moaned about 
Afghanistan “going communist.” At that 
time, I made two predictions: 1) Afghani¬ 
stan would never go communist unless con¬ 
quered by force; 2) If you want to destroy 
the Soviet Union, give it Afghanistan. I also 
predicted the Soviets would not invade Af¬ 
ghanistan. 

The Soviets ignored my predictions, and 
they are paying the price. 

On Christmas Eve 1979, while shepherds 
watched over their flocks in the Hindu Kush 
mountains of Afghanistan, the Soviet army 
invaded. Little known to the outside world, 
landlocked Afghanistan is the size of Texas 
and sits approximately in the same latitude as 
North Carolina. Mountains and deserts weave 
contrapuntally to make perfect guerrilla land¬ 
scape, with sanctuaries across the borders in 
neighboring Pakistan and Iran. 

The Afghan invasion was the first direct 
Soviet military intervention in an indepen¬ 
dent, nonaligned state since World War II. 
And about one-third of the prewar Afghan 
population of 15 or so million has fled the 
country: more than three million to Pakistan 
(the world’s largest single refugee popula¬ 
tion) and about two million to Iran. Also, a 
million Afghans have died in the conflict 
and the casualties and refugee figures con¬ 
tinue to mount. 

I have always believed the Soviets would 
eventually leave Afghanistan. Contrary to 
much conventional wisdom (“once the 
Soviets occupy a place, they will never 
leave”) I think that time is on the side of the 
Afghans if those nations now assisting the 
mujahideen continue to do so. The 
Afghans, like most peasant-tribal peoples in 
the Third World, can be destroyed, but not 
defeated. 

After almost nine years and 20,000 dead 
(estimates vary), the Soviets have been 
making noises about withdrawing from Af¬ 


ghanistan. The beginning of the current 
Soviet peace offensive can be traced to a 
speech made by Communist Party General 
Secretary Mikhail Gorbachev in Vladivos¬ 
tok on 28 July 1986, when he referred to 
Afghanistan as a “bleeding wound.” He 
has also stated that the “Afghan war is not 
my war,” laying the blame on the coffins of 
his predecessors. 

Even given the apparent initial successes 
of gJasnost (openness) and perestroika (re¬ 
structuring), we must remember that these 
terms have a different meaning to us than to 
the Soviets. The pious hope of some in the 
West that the Soviet Union is on its way to 
“our” type of democracy is just that — a 
pious hope. For that matter, there is no such 
thing as “democracy.” There is American 
democracy, which is very different from 
British democracy, which is at great 
variance from the French brand, which cer¬ 
tainly varies from the proportional repre¬ 
sentation of West Germany. And the Ital¬ 
ians have such a flexible democracy that it 
can change governments every other week 
and survive. But all these democracies have 
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one theme in common (and I unashamedly 
plagiarize): They have governments of, for 
and by the people. 

Nor is communism monolithic: Mao 
broke with Stalin, and the countries of East¬ 
ern Europe are increasingly less than lap- 
dogs of the Kremlin. 

So don’t expect the Soviet Union to move 
toward the patterns of Western democratic 
states. However, we are probably witnes¬ 
sing either the beginning of the Second Rus¬ 
sian Revolution or the beginning of the end 
of Comrade Gorbachev, depending on how 
much power he can accumulate. 

One problem in the West is that many of 
us look at the Soviet Union through Stalin¬ 
ist-tinted glasses. I do not wish to give the 
impression that the Soviet Union is a work¬ 
er’s paradise, but major changes have 
occurred since 1953. Thousands of Western 
tourists annually crawl all over the USSR. 
Hundreds of teacher and student exchanges 
occur. Soviet workers with merit points 
make world cruises, hitting such ports as 
Singapore and Hong Kong, buying up all 
the technological goodies they can find. I 
have seen them. The transistor radio has 
made a revolution in communications. 

In addition, I used to say that given the 
current state of political affairs in the Soviet 
Union I could not imagine the mothers of 
Leningrad demonstrating to “bring our 
boys home from Afghanistan,” nor could I 
imagine hundreds of Soviet draft dodgers 
condemning the war from Stockholm. But, 
on 26 December 1987, Soviet antiwar dem¬ 
onstrations did take place in Moscow and 
Leningrad. Only a few people were in¬ 
volved, and the demonstrators in Moscow 
were beaten up by the police, but the tip of 
the iceberg was exposed. 

In addition, at least 500,000 Soviet veter¬ 
ans of the Afghan war have returned home. 
They have not brought back glorious 
accounts of performing their “international 
socialist duty.” Rather, they tell of the hor¬ 
rors of war. Soviet news accounts describe 
efforts of the veterans to be recognized for 
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Courage and tenacity of Afghan mujahideen 
might force Soviet pullout. Photo: Mike 
Winchester 

their services. 

Soviet media now are reporting the war 
much more accurately, and Soviet scholars, 
including some friends of mine, openly de¬ 
clare the Soviet invasion to have been a 
mistake and publish articles on this theme. 

I have always believed that the Soviets 
would leave Afghanistan if their occupation 
became militarily untenable and politically 
contrary to their national interests. 

Diplomatic pressures have remained con¬ 
stant over the past eight years in the United 
Nations General Assembly, the Non- 
Aligned Movement, the Organization of 
Islamic Conference, NATO, ASEAN and 
so on. Also, individual nations, including 
several in the East European Bloc, have 
condemned the invasion with varying de¬ 
grees of intensity. A number of Communist 
Parties (Italian, Spanish, British, Japanese) 
have at least obliquely expressed displea¬ 
sure over the Soviet invasion. The French 
and American Communist Parties sup¬ 
ported the intervention, but lately the 
French Communist Party has been luke¬ 
warm because of the treatment of captured 
French journalists and doctors. 

In order to implement his internal eco¬ 
nomic programs, Gorbachev must also 
tackle two foreign policy problems: 1) 
achieving meaningful arms control agree¬ 
ments with the West; 2) solving the Afghan 
problem, which means “peace with hon¬ 
or. ’ ’ Nations no longer win wars but negoti¬ 
ate peace treaties, so that both sides can 
claim victory. Therefore, the Soviets must 
be permitted to leave Afghanistan stating 
that they have successfully performed their 
“international socialist duty” and are leav¬ 
ing behind a government which truly repre¬ 
sents the wishes of the Afghans, and let the 
chips fall as they may —just as the Amer¬ 
icans did in Vietnam. 

Since Gorbachev’s Vladivostok speech, 

Continued on page 90 


FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: Soviet truck moves into the kill zone. Afghans open up with small arms as grenade burst raises dust cloud. 
Mujahideen break out of ambush positions. Photos: Mike Winchester 
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SOF ANALYSIS 



■■■ENDGAME 

Getting Parties to Honor the Peace 

by David C. Isby 


E VERY war must end, but wars are often 
much easier to start than stop. This has 
been the case especially since 1945, as un¬ 
conditional defeats in “brushfire” wars and 
insurgencies have been rare indeed. Fight¬ 
ing the war in Afghanistan has been a long, 
frustrating struggle for Ivan. Ending it may 
be just as difficult. 

The Soviets have always stated they want 
to leave Afghanistan. Starting as early as 
1980, they have always been willing to 
dangle before the world the possibility of a 
withdrawal. Soviet Foreign Minister 
Eduard Shevardnadze’s statement that 1988 
will be the last year Soviet troops will be in 
Afghanistan if an acceptable agreement for 
ending the war can be found must be inter¬ 
preted as one of a series of these offers 
rather than something new and different. 

Coming on the heels of a number of 
Soviet diplomatic initiatives to end the war 
in Afghanistan, this statement caused wide¬ 
spread hope that the Soviets are indeed se¬ 
rious and that they will reach an agreement 
to withdraw their forces and end their part in 
the war. 

Washington has decided that the Soviets 
are now in an “endgame”: the last stages in 
their military incursion in Afghanistan. 
However, this is not necessarily the case. In 
reality, there is perhaps only a 30- to 40- 
percent chance that the Soviets are looking 
to withdraw in 1988, and a 60- to 70- per¬ 
cent chance that they will decide to settle in 
for the long haul. 

The Soviets do want to leave Afghani¬ 
stan. The question is whether they have 
really abandoned their goal of winning be¬ 
fore they leave. In fact, one view of the 
peace negotiations is that the Soviets are not 
looking for a face-saving way out of Af¬ 
ghanistan, rather that they may be giving the 
West a face-saving chance to get out now. 
The Soviets must be aware that the United 
States would like nothing better than to see 
an agreement. They are certainly aware that 
American support for Third World anti¬ 
communist groups cannot be considered 
permanent. An agreement now, on Soviet 
terms, could let the United States claim that 
the cause of peace is advanced. The alterna¬ 
tive, the Soviets could point out, would be 
that they would rely on attrition and pres¬ 
sure against Pakistan to give them victory in 
the long run. 
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The year 1988 is Gorbachev’s moment of 
truth: He must either take steps to end war 
soon or commit more troops and materiel to 

Tadjik tribesmen in northern Afghanistan 
prepare a DShK 12.7mm heavy machine 
gun defending a route into the Paiysher 
Valley. Gun is late-model DShK 38/46, with 
smooth barrel and changing handle, as now 
manufactured in People’s Republic of China 
for export as the Type 54 (see “Guns 
Behind the Great Wall Part 2,” SOF, 
October ’87). Photo: Mike Winchester 


staying for the long haul. While there has 
been a great deal of rhetoric about with¬ 
drawal, there is on the battlefield no evi¬ 
dence of commitment to either course of 
action. 

The Soviets stood by while the Kabul 
regime passed a new constitution in Decem¬ 
ber 1987. This constitution didn’t give 
much hope for an effective post-war gov¬ 
ernment. It made all offices other than the 
presidency irrelevant and showed no indica¬ 
tion that the Afghan communists would be 
willing to relinquish their monopoly of 



ABOVE: Three young mujahideen in 
Nangarbar Province armed with 
PRC-supplied Type 56-1 AKs. Afghans use 
a wide variety of rifles, ranging from .303 
British Lee Enfields to Kalashnikovs. Photo: 
Ed Grazda 

power and its tools, even if they did allow 
others to participate in the process for inter¬ 
national window dressing. 

Concurrent with the Afghan “peace 
offensive,” the Soviets launched one of the 
largest military offensives of the war to re¬ 
lieve the besieged Democratic Republic of 
Afghanistan (DRA) garrison at Khost. They 
have been working to improve and expand a 
number of airfields inside Afghanistan, in¬ 
cluding, most recently, that at Jalalabad. 

There is a limit to what concessions the 
Soviets can make. The bottom line remains 
that, if the Soviet army leaves soon, they 
lose the war. A successor government is 
simply not going to have the control the 
December 1987 constitution would like it to 
have. Why? Because the Afghan resistance, 
which constitutes the great majority of the 
Afghan people and controls over 80 percent 
of the territory of Afghanistan, won’t allow 
it to. The anti-communist forces in Afghani¬ 
stan in 1988 are not like those in Eastern 
Europe after World War II. They are strong, 
cohesive, well-armed and willing to fight as 
long as necessary to get their country back. 
Therefore, if the Soviets withdraw, a Marx- 
ist-Leninist state will, in effect, fall to a 
popular revolution of its own people: more 
specifically, to its own Islamic people. How 
this will seem to the Soviet ideologues in the 
Politburo and how inspiring it might be to 
the Moslem populations of Soviet Central 
Asia is uncertain. 

Can Gorbachev accept what will inevita¬ 
bly look like a defeat? Will his more ideo- 
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logically oriented colleagues on the Polit¬ 
buro accept what may be, to an orthodox 
Marxist-Leninist, an admission that water 
can run uphill, that the “iron laws of his¬ 
tory’ * can be reversed? 

There are pragmatic reasons why Gor¬ 
bachev may accept an end to the war within 
the next few years. The war in Afghanistan 
is unpopular in the Soviet Union. Pulling 
out will not cost him the next election but 
may prove an impediment to his consolida¬ 
tion of power and agenda of economic re¬ 
form. More important, the war is a barrier to 
better relations with the United States, 
Europe, China and the Third World—espe¬ 


cially the Islamic Third World. The 1987 
United Nations General Assembly vote on 
Afghanistan went more overwhelmingly 
against the Soviets than any previous vote 
on the issue. 

To the Soviets, Afghanistan has always 
been, and remains, a peripheral issue. For 
long-term Soviet goals, a major success 


Mujahideen control of the heights has 
proven key to success in Afghanistan. Here 
a mujahid poses with RPG-7 and PG-7 
HEAT rocket. Note bipods on PRC-supplied 
RPG-7. Photo: Ed Grazda 


would not be a subdued Afghanistan turned 
into a reasonable facsimile of Mongolia, but 
rather a development such as a reconcilia¬ 
tion with China, a neutralized Europe or a 
globally impotent United States. If giving 
up their war in Afghanistan will help them 
attain these, it could be seen, even by the 
ideologues in the Politburo, as a small price 
to pay. 

The Soviets cannot have any illusion that 
the Afghan Communist Party — the Peo¬ 
ple’s Democratic Party of Afghanistan 
(PDPA) — will survive the departure of 
Soviet troops or that its members would 
play any significant role in the post-war 
government. The PDPA has had almost 10 
years, with the help of Soviet resources, to 
consolidate its position in power in Afghan¬ 
istan and it has failed miserably. 

Under President Mohammed Najibullah, 
the factionalism between Afghanistan’s two 
communist parties has increased. The dif¬ 
ferent ploys to broaden the base of the Kabul 
regime’s support — “National Reconcilia¬ 
tion,” the calling of a Loya Jirga (great 
assembly) — have not altered the minimal 
perceived legitimacy of the Kabul regime. 
Unlike pro-communist forces elsewhere in 
the Third World, its supporters are a small, 
divided and relatively poorly organized 
minority. Their numbers would be even less 
after Soviet withdrawal. Indeed, once the 
word spreads in the DRA military that the 
Soviets are going home within eight 
months, it would probably collapse, with 
whole units joining the resistance. In the 
end the best option for most Afghan com¬ 
munists would be to take the last bus to 
Dushanbe with the Soviet army. 

The United States has supported Pakistan 
in insisting that a Soviet withdrawal be 
logistics-based. The determining factor 
should be how fast the Soviets can get their 
troops out, not how much time they will 
need to install a viable puppet regime in 
Kabul or to quash the resistance. Pakistan 
has, as a concession, pushed the logistics- 
based limit to eight months, but any longer 
would run the risk of undermining the entire 
process. An eight-month withdrawal could 
work if there were a verifiable timetable and 
if it were front-end loaded, meaning that 
Soviet offensive forces go home first. 

Any agreement must not include a com¬ 
mitment to the Soviets on the nature of the 
successor government in Kabul. The 
Soviets must know that if the army leaves, 
their puppet government could not endure 
anyway. If the Soviets are willing to forego 
specifying a role for the PDPA or maintain¬ 
ing a controlling interest for the PDPA in a 
successor government, it would suggest that 
they may be serious about withdrawal. 

It’s encouraging to think that a February 
round of United Nations indirect talks might 
be the final round, but these talks have not 
been fruitful in the past. While Diego Cor- 
dovez, who is conducting the talks, is opti¬ 
mistic and points out that only the timetable 
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stands in the way of concluding an agree¬ 
ment, there is no cause for such optimism 
about the Geneva process. In fact, there is a 
negative side to the Geneva talks. Over the 
years, it has given the Soviets a cover, if you 
will, for their actions in Afghanistan. The 
war has continued while the Geneva process 
has gone on. It is unproven that the Soviets 
are serious about a withdrawal before they 
have won militarily and politically by in¬ 
stalling and consolidating support for a 
Kabul government acceptable to Moscow. 

While the Geneva talks may indeed serve 
as a vehicle for withdrawal, they do have 
very real limits. For one, in a war between 
the Soviet Union and the people of Afghani¬ 
stan, the indirect talks are between Pakistan 
and the Kabul regime. Mr. Cordovez, as the 
representative of the Secretary General, is 
empowered to deal between nation-states. 
This does not Fit the realities of a war where 
a foreign invader and its illegitimate surro¬ 
gate government are waging a war against 
the vast majority of the population of a 
country. While Mr. Cordovez has tried to 
keep the Afghan resistance’s political lead¬ 
ership informed, it should be remembered 
that any agreement not acceptable to the 
Afghan resistance themselves is not going 
to work. 

A “coalition government” including 
both the resistance and the PDPA is simply 
not going to work. It is not a mature attempt 
at compromise. It is a fantasy. Even if the 
Peshawar leadership could be prevailed 
upon to accept such an arrangement, which 
is unlikely, the resistance itself — the men 
with the Kalashnikovs who today control 80 
percent of Afghanistan — would not. Ask 
them. I have. This whole tragic war is proof 
that you cannot force the Afghans to have a 
government they do not want. Queen Vic¬ 
toria could not do that at the height of the 
British Empire and the Soviet army cannot 
do it today. 

What might work is a short (two-year 
maximum) interim government made up of 
individuals who were neither part of the 
resistance nor of the PDPA. This is where 
the former king may have a potential role. 
Subsequently, there would have to be elec¬ 
tions or a Loya Jirga to establish a more 
permanent government. But an interim re¬ 
turn of the monarchy is not necessarily the 
answer. The Soviets may hope that, if the 
king came back, some resistance groups 
would rally to the side of a government in 
Kabul which includes the king, while others 
would remain in arms against it. This raises 
the possibility of a serious split in the resis¬ 
tance; something that has never happened 
since the war began. Therefore, all Soviet 
peace initiatives must be examined for ways in 
which they might hide mechanisms which 
could lead to a Soviet political advantage. 

Pakistan is the key to Afghanistan. The 
United States must support Pakistan in its 
part of the negotiations in spite of critics of 
Pakistan in the media and Congress. 


Single-tube Chinese-made 107mm rocket 
launcher — called BM-1 by the resistance 
— being deployed during a mujahideen 
offensive. Firepower from these weapons 
has enabled the resistance not only to fight 
Soviet ground forces but also to subject 
Soviet artillery to counter-battery fire. 
Photo: Afghan Media Resource Center 


Charges that Pakistan is cynically prolong¬ 
ing the war to gain U.S. aid simply do not 
reflect the reality of Pakistan’s internal po¬ 
litical situation. The pressure of the refugee 
population and the Soviet terror campaign 
inside Pakistan — certainly the biggest are¬ 
na of state-supported terrorism in the world 
today — far outweigh the benefits to Paki¬ 
stan in American hardware and aid money. 

Charges that the current government has 
not moved quickly enough toward democra¬ 
cy (the next national elections are to be in 
1990) ignore the real progress Pakistan has 
made. The December 1987 local elections 
were seen as fair and democratic by foreign 
observers, although they were subject to the 
violence endemic to the subcontinent. Sig¬ 
nificantly, the People’s Party of Pakistan, 
which is the main ooposition to the current 
government, did very poorly in these elec¬ 
tions. Other, smaller opposition groups that 
were specifically anti-Afghan or called for 
direct negotiations with Kabul did even 
worse. 

While there has been concern over re¬ 
ports that the Pakistanis have been develop¬ 
ing the “Bomb,” the Pakistanis have re¬ 
peatedly offered to renounce nuclear 
weapons, sign the non-proliferation treaty 
and open their facilities to international in¬ 


spection if only India will do the same. 

The United States is not in a good posi¬ 
tion for engaging in forceful realpolitik over 
Afghanistan. There is a desire to have some¬ 
thing to sign at the 1988 summit in Moscow. 
The view that agreements with the Soviets 
constitute an end of foreign policy rather 
than a tool to implement it has resurfaced. 
The burden of making sure that the United 
States does not throw away the victories the 
Afghan resistance has won on the battlefield is 
going to lie primarily with the Congress. It has 
been the Congress, not the Reagan administra¬ 
tion, that has been the strongest supporter of 
the Afghans throughout the war. 

Congress should demand effective and 
verifiable front-end loading of any Soviet 
withdrawal. This does not mean vague 
guidelines like half of the troops withdrawn 
in half the time allowed. High-value offen¬ 
sive weapons such as Hind attack helicop¬ 
ters and BM-27 220mm multiple rocket 
launchers must leave at the start of the with¬ 
drawal. If, for example, 90 percent of the 
Hinds had to fly back to the Soviet Union 
within 10 days, a cutoff of Stinger supplies 
would have less of a potential to be disas¬ 
trous. Congress must insist that any cutoff 
of aid be limited to lethal munitions and that 
it be preceded by a surge in Stinger supplies, 
even if this means draining American stock¬ 
piles of Stingers as we did in the 1973 re¬ 
supply of Israel. 

Congress must insist that withdrawal 
have an orderly hand-over of power from 
Soviet to local resistance forces. It is not 
acceptable for the Soviets simply to with¬ 
draw from an area in the hope that they will 

Continued on page 90 
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SOF MILITARY AFFAIRS 



NEW 

“OLD 

RELIABLE 


SOF Takes 
Another Look at 
9th Infantry Division 

Text & Photos by John Coleman 


In the January 1988 issue of Soldier of 
Fortune, we ran an article (* ‘9th Infantry 
Division — Troops Sort Out High-Tech 
Test Bed”) written by a former U.S. Army 
officer still involved with military affairs. It 
was a rather pointed piece which took the 
Army—and by implication the 9th Infantry> 
Division (Motorized) based at Fort Lewis , 
Washington — to task for testing such ideas 
as the “boxhole” (aportable foxhole) and 
for failing to properly integrate equipment 
with tactical doctrine. 

During our work-up of that article , we 
dealt with the 9th’s Public Affairs Officer, 
Lieutenant Colonel Ron Grubb, and we 
eventually sent him a copy for comment. 
Instead , he came back with an offer for SOF 
to come out to Fort Lewis and see what the 
9th was doing now, rather than what it had 
been doing then. 

We took him up on it. 


I ’D been stationed with the 9th back in the 
mid-1970s. It was a turbulent time for the 
Army then, feeling its way out of the morass 
of Vietnam, and serious problems — drugs, 
alcohol, racism and cutbacks, to name just a 
few — were taking their toll on morale and 
efficiency at every level. Good officers, 
NCOs and troops were leaving the service in 
droves — and leaving a sort of gutted shell 
of what the Army should be in their wake. It 
was, to say the least, a depressing time to be 
a soldier. 

When I arrived at Yakima Firing Center 
(the 9th’s major training area in eastern 


Washington state) in November 1987 to link 
up with its 3rd Brigade, I had no idea what 
to expect. I’d been away for roughly 13 
years and a lot — good or bad — could’ve 
happened during that time. I’d wait and see. 

Colonel Frank S. Adams, 3rd Brigade 
commander, grabbed me soon after I 
walked into the 9th ID’s forward HQ at 
Yakima, sat me down and, with members of 
his staff, gave me a thorough briefing on 
what the 3rd Brigade was, is and does. 

Basically, 3rd Brigade was the High- 
Tech Test Bed for the 9th, and it bore the 
brunt of working up tactical doctrine for the 
motorized infantry concept. Motorized was 
a new concept for the Army, and the bri¬ 
gade’s testing proved that it was indeed 
viable — given the right equipment. Dune 
buggies, for example, were tested as the 
primary mode of combat transportation, but 
there were just too many problems inherent 
in that system. 


“Your division performed in a man¬ 
ner of which youn officers and men 
should be justly proud. The Old Reli¬ 
ables of your command have again 
proved there is no substitute for a battle- 
hardened and experienced combat divi¬ 
sion. ” — From a letter to the 9th Infan¬ 
try Division commander from V Corps 
commander Major General Huebner 
during World War II, from which the 9th 
adopted the nickname — which it con¬ 
tinues to bear—of the “ Old Reliables. ’ ’ 


2-1 Infantry TOW gunner sends one 
downrange at the Yakima Firing Center. It 
was a dead-center hit. 

Then came the HMMWV (High Mobility 
Multipurpose Wheeled Vehicle — pro¬ 
nounced Humm-Vee). 

“The HMMWV was a dramatic im¬ 
provement in our capability,’’ Col. Adams, 
a three-tour Vietnam veteran and soft- 
spoken bear of a man, assured me. “I’ve 
been in 28 years, and the HMMWV is the 
greatest vehicle the Army’s ever had. It 
goes places it shouldn’t.*’ 

I was to personally experience that fact 
during the next week. 

Melding of the TOW (Tube-launched, 
optically-sighted, wire-guided) missile with 
the HMMWV seemed to provide the answer 
the Army was looking for. Testing opera¬ 
tions such as Border Star at Fort Bliss, 
Texas, and Laser Strike at Yakima had 
proved that motorized could, and did in¬ 
deed, work. 

As Col. Adams and others pointed out, 
however, the motorized concept is still 
being refined as new equipment hits the 
inventory. One major problem? “There’s 
one special ingredient not there yet,*’ Col. 
Adams told me in the briefing room, “and 
that’s the assault gun. Doctrine and tactics 
for an assault gun will have to be retooled 
and refined; the assault gun will give us a 
capability we now don’t have.’’ 

But did that mean his brigade wasn’t 
ready to go fight? 

That’s the sort of question one just 
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RIGHT: Technicians Held drone mock-ups 
of Soviet aircraft for aerial gunnery practice 
by troops of Headquarters and 
Headquarters Company, 2-23 Infantry. A 
SAW gunner blew one out of the air. 

BELOW RIGHT: UH-60 Blackhawk from 
268th Assault Helicopter Battalion. The 
268th flew in support of numerous 3rd 
Brigade tactical exercises at Yakima, adding 
a vertical dimension to training. 

doesn’t ask an infantry brigade commander, 
but he was kind enough not to have me shot 
for it. 

“I’d be very comfortable taking the bri¬ 
gade to fight the Russians anywhere in the 
world,” he answered. “We’re more mobile 
and agile than the Soviets are. It’s a matter 
of ability; having the guts; and being innova¬ 
tive, imaginative and aggressive enough to 
swing around that flank and take it.” 

The key to the brigade, he continued, is 
the fact that “we’re not a hit-’em-in-the- 
nose force. We’re closer to cavalry. This 
brigade is designed to operate over 100 kilo¬ 
meters, and the more ground we’ve got, the 
better we’ll be. 

“We’re designed to go into the enemy’s 
rear and attack targets. We’ll harass you and 
beat you up in the rear. We’ll eat up that 
[Soviet] iron fist.” 

I got the point. From brigade’s point of 
view, brigade was ready. But what did the 
troops think? Could they go and win on the 
battlefield? 

“You come back after a week and tell 
me,” Col. Adams said — no, actually 



TOP: TOW simulator pops smoke as the 
MILES (Multiple Integrated Laser 
Equipment System) sends its beam 
downrange to the target. 

ABOVE: HMMWV (High Mobility 
Multipurpose Wheeled Vehicle). This one 
ran 12 mites on a flat without problems; 
changing the tire is an organizational 
maintenance responsibility. 


ordered me. “I already know the answer.” 

My five-day itinerary at Yakima had been 
carefoily planned but wasn’t, I was glad to 
see, restricted in any way. In fact, it was a 
“go see everything and talk with every¬ 
body” type of visit, although I was told that 
some of my questions, if they touched on 
certain sensitive areas, might be met with 
frozen stares. (As it turned out, they did and 
were.) 

First stop down the road, after choking on 
Yakima’s oceans of dust, which I remem¬ 
bered well from my tours there, was a fire 
coordination exercise run by Lieutenant 
Colonel Peter Herrly, commanding the bri¬ 
gade’s 2-60 Infantry. As the name implies, 
the mission was to coordinate Army ground 
and air assets, and Air Force and Navy air, 
into a slick fire team that would pound hell 
out of an advancing Soviet force. Icy wind 
(which didn’t stop for five days) whipped 
across the barren ridgeline while LTC Herr¬ 
ly and a slew of supporting officers and 
NCOs — air and artillery liaison — hud¬ 
dled over maps and radios in front of four 
well-camouflaged HMMWVs, their 12 
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antennas pulling in information out of the 
ozone. 

Across the wide valley was another 
stretch of equally barren and windswept 
ridges. Somewhere over there, according to 
the exercise, was a large Soviet advance 
force streaming our way. RTOs inside the 
HMMWVs were shouting out grids and in¬ 
formation. 

‘‘Regimental command headquarters 
grid 1583, headed south!” from the bowels 
of a HMMWV. “Twenty BMDs headed 
south!” from another. BLAM! I almost hit 
the deck. A battery of 155s on our reverse 
slope cut loose, pounding grids across the 
valley. Chatter on half a dozen radios while 
LTC Herrly tried to tie the strike forces 
together. Apparently Navy air was late. 
“C’mon, Navy! Shit!” someone yelled out, 
and the Navy liaison looked pained. 

We eventually wrapped it up, the phan¬ 
tom Soviet force blown to scrap metal after 
intensive air and artillery bombardment. In 
this day and age, battalion COs don’t just 
lead battalions; they’re managers of dozens 
of supporting inter-service assets. 

It was heading toward late afternoon and I 
wanted to drop by the arty battery that had 
almost sent me scuffling in the grass. It was 
getting dark and my visit was quick, but I 


TOP: M249 Squad Automatic Weapon cuts 
loose against OPFOR armored vehicles 
passing by its position. This exercise called 
for protective masks — not the easiest way 
to fight a battle. 

ABOVE: MK 19 Mod 1 40x53mm grenade 
launcher stands by in the foxhole mode 
during an OPFOR attack. 


did get a chance to look over one gun and 
talk with its crew. Enthusiastic? You bet! 
Did they know their jobs? Once we broke 
the ice (SOF or no, troops are always skit¬ 
tish around the press), they couldn’t tell me 
enough. They’d recently done very well on 
their ABQT (Army Based Qualification 
Test), and their pride in that fact was evi¬ 
dent. It was a good introduction to the 
troops of the 9th. 

We took off; night was falling, time to 
find me a home. We pushed off in our 
HMMWV to find 2-60’s TOC (Tactical Op¬ 
erations Center) and, as these things do hap¬ 
pen, became “disoriented.” One of the 
problems (for us) was the incredible 
camouflaging employed by 3rd Brigade 
units. Camo nets, combined with the local 
scrub, made finding anything by day a chore 
— and by night a nightmare. 


With the driver and my escort officer 
wearing PVS5 NODs (Night Observation 
Devices), we just tore over the countryside 
in our HMMWV, up and down heavy-duty 
ridges and in and out of jeep-killing ravines, 
searching for 2-60. Unnerving experience 
for one who sits in the back, literally in the 
dark, without a NOD. 

No luck, although we did find some con¬ 
certina wire which wrapped itself rather 
tightly around the front right tire and axle. I 
mention this incident not as an embarrass¬ 
ment, but for the fact that it took about an 
hour to cut it all away with a regular wire 
cutter, and even then it was difficult. From 
my knowledge of the new M9 bayonet sys¬ 
tem and its supposed wire-cutting capabil¬ 
ity, I know I’d still be sitting in that 
HMMWV if the M9 were all we had. 

While we were hung up, I asked the driv¬ 
er what he thought about the 9th and the 
Army in general. Spec Fours usually have 
good answers to those kinds of questions. 
He’d been in a year and basically enjoyed it, 
especially the field work. He even had his 
packet in for Officer Candidate School, 
although he was checking out Special 
Forces as a re-enlistment option. OCS and 
SF? I figured this guy had to be a plant for 
my benefit. But of course he wasn’t. He was 
just a soldier who liked the Army enough to 
want to do more. In 1973 he’d have been a 
rarity; I was learning that in 1987 he was the 
rule rather than the exception. 

We finally cut ourselves loose and, since 
I was to work with them the next day any¬ 
way, we linked up with 1st Brigade’s 2-23. 
Infantry, attached to 3rd Brigade for part of 
the exercise. Lieutenant Colonel Paul 
Mikolashek, 2-23’s CO, was kind enough 
to offer his hospitality, and we talked a bit 
about motorized infantry and his troops 
while ice-cold rain started falling on our GP 
Small tent. He echoed Col. Adams’ views 
that motorized infantry could, and did, 
work well if — and it was an “if” I heard at 
every level — it were employed properly by 
higher commands. Because motorized in¬ 
fantry was a new concept, it hadn’t become 
institutionalized Army knowledge; senior 
commanders just weren’t used to the capa¬ 
bilities motorized infantry offered. 

To compress an evening’s worth of con¬ 
versation, LTC Mikolashek was proud of 
his troops and their abilities. They were, he 
told me, the best and most intelligent sol¬ 
diers he’d ever worked with. Were there 
still problems such as drugs, drink and race? 
Sure, he said, but we’re beating them. This 
Army is good and getting better all the time. 
There’s always going to be that 10 percent 
who cause trouble, but that other 90 percent 

— who like what they are and what they do 

— aren’t going to stand for it. 

Later, while I was over in the TOC writ¬ 
ing up my notes, I heard a crusty operations 
NCO respond to a distress call from a lost 
lieutenant. “Whoever came up with the 
rank of lieutenant should be shot,” he 
growled to all of us. Some things, at least, 
never change. 

First light and Yakima was cold, wet, 
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gray, misty and altogether unfriendly — 
perfect Army training weather. We hopped 
into my favorite all-terrain taxi, the 
HMMWV, and headed out to join with 2- 
23’s A Company, which would be acting as 
opposition force (OPFOR) against the rest 
of 2-23. Engagement Area (EA — channel¬ 
ing enemy forces (us) into what is basically 
a large-scale area ambush (them) ) was the 
order of the day. And when you’re talking 
TOW missiles (44 in a Combined Arms 
Battalion (Heavy)) that can range to 3,750 
meters, you’re talking about wide-open 
spaces. 

Yakima, unfortunately, isn’t built like 
that. We had to run the gauntlet down 
what’s called the “bowling alley,” a flat, 
narrow, empty-of-any-useable-cover valley 
flanked by steeply rising ridges with great 
TOW defensive positions. 

A Company’s CO, Captain Greg Holt- 
kamp, however, wasn’t going to be eaten 
alive, bowling alley or no. I rode back-seat 
in his HMMWV and listened to him maneu¬ 
ver his company into the attack, stomping 
suspected enemy positions with (simulated) 
artillery and smoke, and alternately fines¬ 
sing, then driving his platoons forward. 

We edged into the end of the bowling 
alley and halted while Capt. Holtkamp posi¬ 
tioned his platoons for the final assault: one 
on the high ground to the left, one on the 
high ground to the right, one in reserve — 
and one to hey-diddle-diddle, straight-up- 
the-middle with us right behind. 

He jumped to the defender’s internal 
radio net, “We're coining to get you, com¬ 
rade.” “Bullshit,” came the reply. A case 
of beer was bet that at least half the attackers 
would get through without getting hit by 
MILES (Multiple Integrated Laser Equip¬ 
ment System, whereby you can fire your 
weapon, a laser beam shoots out and is 
detected by a receiving system that records a 




TOP: Simulated disabled HMMWV forces 
three-man crew to dismount, assemble their 
TOW for ground firing, and engage targets 
during TOW Table V at Yakima Firing 
Center. 

ABOVE: 2-1 Infantry’s mortars live-fire off 
the top of one of Yakima’s many ridgebnes. 
The cold was numbing, but these 
mortarmen kept hanging them on-target 
anyway. 

LEFT: Camouflaged HMMWV. 

hit or near miss.) “Make it a case of Hen¬ 
ry’s,” from the defenders. “Make it a case 
of Fosters,” from OPFOR. 

It still looked like Custer’s Little Big 
Horn to me. 

We hit the pedal and sent it into battle. 
Captain Holtkamp pulled a trick I’ve used, 
too: jam the “enemy’s” battalion radio net. 
It worked; the code word “Seahawk” even¬ 
tually came across, directing the battalion to 
the alternate freq. 

Continued on page 72 
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A Royal Marine in the Desert 

Text & Photos by Ewen Southby-Tailyour 






I BRI, Northern Oman. Now, there was 
soldiering as one had dreamt it: 13,000 
square miles of sand, gravel plains and 
foothills, 150 Arab soldiers and, in the end, 
only one British officer, myself, a 26-year- 
old Royal Marine captain. 

No one can live among the nomadic tribes 
of Oman and come away unmoved; no man 
can lead these fierce and independent men 
in battle for their freedom and remain un¬ 
convinced of their cause, and no man can 
endure this unforgiving and harsh land with¬ 
out falling under its spell. The need to return 
is compelling, for the call of the desert is as 
powerful as the call of the sea — and as 
romantic. 

Lawrence of Arabia wrote in The Seven 
Pillars of Wisdom: “Bedouin ways are hard 
even for those brought up in them, and for 
strangers terrible: a death in life.” Fifty 
years later a younger generation of Britons 
was to discover that nothing had changed 
since Lawrence mobilized General Allen- 
by’s desert flank in the approach to Damas¬ 
cus. The Dhofar war, fought over the 
“moon country” of southern Oman, was a 
bitterly contested campaign of tribesman 
versus tribesman. The enemy, backed by 
Chinese communists, matched the drama of 
the climate with his own equally cavalier 
treatment of his opponents. The Omani 
friendly forces were led and supported by 
British, Baluchi, Iranian and Jordanian 
officers and men. These mercenary and reg¬ 
ular troops fought at the beginning with 
little more than their ingenuity and profes¬ 
sionalism. 

In 1966 the Royal Marines were asked for 
the first time by the British Army to help 
supply volunteer officers for loan service 
with the Sultan’s Armed Forces (SAF). To 
begin with, it was to have been on a short¬ 
term basis, perhaps lasting only one or two 
tours, while the Army sorted out its affairs. 
By coincidence, at that time I was a lieuten¬ 
ant serving in 43 Commando Royal Marines 
in Plymouth, while my father was the Com¬ 
mandant General of the Royal Marines in 
London. For my part, here was an ideal 
opportunity to leave the corps for a short 
period in order to avoid embarrassment on 
either side and at the same time to experi¬ 
ence some real soldiering. I had served 
twice before in the Middle East and had a 
rudimentary knowledge of Arabic, so I ap¬ 
plied for loan service. I was accepted with 
almost suspicious haste. Two courses were 
considered necessary, a three-month course 
at the Royal Naval College Greenwich and a 
further three months at the Command Ara¬ 
bic Language School in Aden. 

Aden was hot and smelly. The British 
were leaving and the final “troubles” had 
started some time before in an attempt to 
hasten their departure. It was a relief to 
leave the heat, humidity and grenade attacks 
of the colony for Oman. After passing 


Lieutenant Ewen Southby-Tailyour, Royal 
Marines. Seconded to Sultan of Oman’s 
army, he served through early days of 
Dhofar insurgency. 



MAJOR EWEN SOUTHBY-TAILYOUR, RM, OBE 


Before serving in Oman, then-Lieutenant 
Ewen Southby-Tailyour was directed to 
attend the Royal Naval College Greenwich. 
After three months, the director of the Staff 
College wrote of Southby-Tailyour: “This 
officer prefers fighting to writing and is not 
recommended for further training at this 
establishment.” Whichever may be his pref¬ 
erence, Southby-Tailyour has proven rather 
adept at both. 

The son of a commandant general of the 
Royal Marines (General Sir Norman 
Tailyour), Southby-Tailyour was commis¬ 
sioned into the Royal Marines in 1960. After 
commando training he qualified as a landing- 
craft officer and later served as a troop and 
company commander with 45 Commando, 
troop commander with 43 Commando and as 
operations officer with 42 Commando. 

Southby-Tailyour’s postings included 
training with French commandos and the 
French Foreign Legion. He has served aboard 
four of Her Majesty’s ships, a French sub¬ 
marine and the U.S. amphibious assault ships 
USS Guadalcanal and Mount Whitney. His 
overseas duty included service in Aden, the 
Persian Gulf, India, South Yemen, Oman 
(where he was awarded the Sultan’s Bravery 
Medal for Gallantry), Kuwait, North Africa, 
Cyprus, West Indies and Northern Ireland, 
where he participated in seaborne anti-IRA 
patrols. Oil-rig protection duties in the North 
Sea and 12 winters in northern Norway have 
given him the experience to develop tech¬ 
niques for small-craft navigation and opera¬ 
tions in the Arctic in support of commando 
operations. 

For all of that, Southby-TailyoUr really 
came into his own during the Falklands con¬ 
flict. A lifelong yachtsman of international 
renown, he had sailed some 60,000 miles 
before entering the Marines. A few years 
previous to the Argentine invasion, he com¬ 
manded Naval Party 8901, the Royal Marine 
detachment in the Islands. Southby-Tailyour 
spent much of his time there charting the 
Islands and the waters around them. He later 
wrote a book on navigating around the Islands 
entitled Falkland Island Shores. When the 
task force to recover the Islands was formed, 
Southby-Tailyour was the obvious choice to 
serve as navigational adviser. He later served 


M^jor Ewen Southby-Tailyour onboard MV 
Forrest , with Falkland coastline in 
background. 


as commander of the Task Force Landing 
Craft Squadron. 

British military historian Max Hastings re¬ 
ferred to Southby-Tailyour as the “adventur¬ 
er who found his moment.” General Julian 
Thompson, commander of 3 Commando Bri¬ 
gade in the Falklands, referred to Southby- 
Tailyour as the * ‘Falklands expert* * and wrote 
that if “he had lived 400 years ago he might 
have sailed with Drake or Hawkins.” Major 
General Nick Vaux, whose first commanding 
officer in the Royal Marines had been Ewen’s 
father, served as commanding officer of 42 
Commando during the war and later de¬ 
scribed Southby-Tailyour as an “elegant, 
witty, swashbuckling figure ... a suave, 
gregarious bon viveur. Behind the relaxed 
banter lay unique experience in amphibious 
techniques gained from nearly 20 years of 
operating Royal Marine landing craft all over 
the world.” Southby-Tailyour’s efforts in the 
Falklands earned him an Order of the British 
Empire (OBE). 

Aside from his military endeavors, South¬ 
by-Tailyour has now sailed over 100,000 
miles, 10,000 of them single-handedly. He is 
a member of the Royal Yacht Squadron and 
the Royal Cruising Club and was named 
“Yachtsman of the Year” by the Association 
of Yachting Journalists in 1982. He is also a 
Fellow of both the Royal Geographical Society 
and the Royal Institute of Navigation. He has 
served as navigator on expeditions searching for 
historical wrecks. His articles on sailing and 
navigation, the Falklands and book reviews have 
appeared in Yachting Monthly, Elite and the 
Western Morning News. 

Following the war, Southby-Tailyour was 
instrumental in raising a unit (539 Assault 
Squadron) which could provide landing craft 
to work in hostile conditions in forward areas 
without repair facilities. Of special concern 
was the squadron’s ability to operate in Nor¬ 
way, on NATO’s left flank, a principal area 
of responsibility for the Royal Marines. 
Southby-Tailyour currently serves as Officer 
Commanding, 539 Assault Squadron. 
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Author’s command, A Company, near 
Empty Quarter. Southby-Tailyour is 
standing, front row center. 


through the SAF headquarters at Bait al 
Falaj (outside Muscat town) to be briefed 
and issued my uniform, I joined the North¬ 
ern Frontier Regiment (NFR) stationed in 
Nizwa, the old capital of the interior. 

Among the 60 British officers in Oman in 
the 1960s, there were several “types.” The 
bulk of these officers were on lengthy con¬ 
tracts after retiring from the army, police or 
some other military organization such as the 
Sudan Camel Corps and the Hadramaut 
Bedouin Legion. These officers tended to be 
older than the others and were employed in 
quartermastering duties, training and adminis¬ 
tration tasks. The British Army also seconded 
officers from various regiments and arms, de¬ 
pending on what skills at command level were 
needed at the time. 

I was appointed second-in-command of 
A Company and was lucky enough to join 
just before the periodic change-round of 
locations. Thus I had an interesting first few 
months with the reserve company at battal¬ 
ion headquarters before taking my company 
to Ibri as its commander. 

There were many incidents in this north¬ 
ern command, mostly related to gun run¬ 
ning, gold smuggling and the flexing of the 
occasional muscle by the leftovers from the 
Imam’s abortive attempt to impose his rule 
on the interior (see the accompanying 
“Dhofar War: Victory for the West”). 
However, it was the escalating war in the 
south that drew most of our attention. The 
ambition of every company commander was 
to lead his personally trained men into battle 
against the rising threat of communism. 

My regiment was due to take over from 
the Desert Regiment (DR) in the spring of 
1968, but in late 1967 it was decided that the 
western border needed strengthening and, 
as it was not possible to take any of the DR 
companies away for this task, A Company 
NFR was ordered south. 

On 4 November 1967 we left our home 
base, the mud-hutted camp on the outskirts 
of Ibri’s date plantations, for the 550-mile 
drive across some of the most barren coun¬ 



try in that barren land, the Rub al Khali , or 
Empty Quarter. It had been traversed many 
times before, of course, but that was no 
reason to take the arduous journey lightly. 
We traveled in overloaded Bedford four-ton 
lorries and short and long wheel-based Land 
Rovers; there were no recovery vehicles. 
We took food and water for twice the jour¬ 
ney’s length: live goats, sacks of spices, 
dried fish, lentils, flour, salt and firewood. 
We towed a number of one-ton waterbow- 
sers to refill the canvas “chuggles” slung 
on the dusty sides of the Land Rovers in an 
attempt to keep the water cool. 

By the standards of those days, it was a 
reasonably trouble-free journey, with only 
two night stops in the desert. We started 
each day as early as 0300 hours in order to 
get the best “trafficability” from dew on 
the sand. It also meant a good distance could 
be covered before the vehicles and their 
passengers had to rest from the heat — 140 
degrees Fahrenheit was the highest daytime 
temperature; 120 was about normal. We 
would put on woolen pullovers in the cool of 
the evening, when the temperature dropped 
to a pleasant 90 degrees, and sit cross- 
legged in the sand playing a game as ancient 
as time, with donkey or camel droppings 
placed in scoops in the sand: the aim being, 
as always, to capture as many of your oppo¬ 
nent’s pieces as possible. 

It was a dry, dusty, bone-jarring ride and, 
although we entered the war zone at Mid¬ 
way (see the accompanying map), we were 
glad of the mountain coolness after the 
burning heat of the Empty Quarter. I pitied 
any enemy that dared get between us and the 
cold showers and beer that waited to the 
south of the jebel (mountains). We were met 
by a DR patrol which escorted us across the 
rough track that was then the only pass 
through the Qara mountains and which was 
frequently ambushed throughout its 50-mile 
length. At that time, the resident battalion 
could barely keep the road open, let alone 
fight any encounter battle with an enemy 
who chose when and where to attack. 

After two glorious nights at Salalah, we 
mounted our long-suffering Bedfords and 
Land Rovers for the difficult journey north 
to Midway and then west through the foot¬ 
hills before turning south along the border 


DHOFAR WAR: 
VICTORY FOR THE 
WEST 

To understand the 1965-1975 Dhofar war, 
it is helpful to appreciate Oman’s political and 
social background. 

Oman only entered the 20th century in 
1970, when it jumped 2,000 years of develop¬ 
ment. It is still a country of tribesmen: over 
250 separate tribes at last count, with a signif¬ 
icant number of them nomadic Bedouin 
roaming the edges of the Empty Quarter, or 
Rub al Khali, known by the Bedouin simply 
as “The Sands. 11 This desert is the desert of 
imagination and fable; a million square miles 
of sand, gravel and scrub. It is a seemingly 
endless sea of majestic yellow dunes 
marching from the fertile “Green Mountain” 
of the east coast to the dry and barren hills of 
the Yemen In the west. Since biblical times 
this comparatively small and simple country 
has been a vital trading route, and more re¬ 
cently its geographical, political and strategic 
positions have given it further prominence. 

British political relations with the Oman 
(known as Muscat and Oman until 1970) date 
back to 1798, when Britain was at war with 
France. It was expected that France would 
seize Muscat, the capital, in order to attack 
British and Indian shipping and perhaps to 
invade India from this safe haven. A treaty of 
friendship was therefore concluded between 
Muscat and Oman and Britain that has existed 
ever since. This friendship has manifested 
itself a number of times over the years with 
practical and political support. 

There was the Buraimi Oasis crisis involv¬ 
ing Saudi Arabia between 1952 and 1955 and 
a revolt led by the religious ruler of the in¬ 
terior in 1957. In this later incident, Saudi 
Arabia and Egypt lent arms while giving ref¬ 
uge and training facilities in their own coun¬ 
tries. The aim was to re-establish an imamate 
(region governed by a religious leader) of 
Oman which in fact would have been a Saudi 
puppet government. It was a long and rough 
struggle for the Sultan’s Armed Forces (SAF) 
against well-motivated and trained fanatics. 
When the Omani forces, helped by the Brit* 
ish, finally routed the Imam’s supporters, a 
delicate peace reigned, broken by sporadic 
mining and sniping. Rebels continued to be 
recruited and trained abroad, although the 
training camps had moved from Saudi to Iraq. 

Apart from the long-standing treaty of 
friendship, there were underlying reasons 
why Britain was so keen to oppose the Saudi 
occupation of Buraimi and the Oman interior. 
An American company held the oil conces¬ 
sions in Saudi Arabia and believed that if the 
Oman could be deemed Saudi territory, it 
would ensure further riches * For the British 
and the Sultan of Oman it was vital to prove 
that, despite the Treaty of Sib signed in 1913, 
the Sultan did rule the interior and not the 
Imam. Through this treaty the Sultan agreed 
not to interfere with the internal affairs of 
Oman. Some argued that this meant the estab¬ 
lishment of two states, with the Sultan only 
having jurisdiction over the coastal region. At 
that time the British agreed with that inter¬ 
pretation and, had it not been for oil, 40 years 
on, this lack of concern by the British would 
probably have remained. 
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The Sultan granted oil rights to a British 
company, and both the British and Omani 
governments determined that these should be 
exploited to their mutual benefit. An added 
attraction of the Omani oil was that it could be 
piped directly to an oil terminal on the Indian 
Ocean coast, thereby bypassing the problems 
associated with the Persian Gulf. 

Britain’s Omani partner in these matters 
was Sultan Said bin Taimur, who succeeded 
to the throne in 1932. Sultan Said was an 
articulate, educated man who viewed with 
distaste the effects of oil money on his neigh¬ 
boring states. Before the present ruler, Sultan 
Qaboos, came to power in 1970, there was 
little money spent on essentials for the com¬ 
munity, let alone the armed forces. Sultan 
Said believed that doctors, teachers and sci¬ 
entists were all subversive and should have no 
place among the traditions of his country. 

Sultan Said wanted change, but he wanted 
it to be natural and unhurried. There were 
many aspects of life under Said that were 
admirable and must be seen in the context of 
an old and proud country and not judged 
against Western standards. There was no 
crime of any significant nature and there was 
a real fear that the rural way of life, once 
gone, would never be replaced. The adher¬ 
ence to religion was absolute. For these 
aspects alone, one must respect the Sultan’s 
stance. 

For all the “old” Sultan’s faults, his small 
and back ward country held sway in a political 
theater renowned for turmoil, and for 10 years 
his insular country stood against sophisticated 
infiltrations from a revolutionary movement 
backed by a vast arsenal. 

The Dhofar Liberation Front (DLF) was 
formed on 9 June 1965. Its aims were not, to 
begin with, the destruction of the Omani gov¬ 
ernment but, in very simple terms, the 
achievement of some autonomy with recogni¬ 
tion of Dhofar as a viable province. Of 
course, a slice of any oil revenue and the right 
to determine their own affairs formed a large 
part of these demands. The DLF had its first 
headquarters across the border from Salalah 
astride an important trade route at Hauf. Brit¬ 
ain was due to leave Aden in November 1967, 
thus allowing the People’s Democratic Re¬ 
public of South Yemen (PDRSY) to become 
established. The PDRSY was only too happy 
to give succor to the emerging ‘"liberation” 
movement beyond its eastern border. 

Here was ideal breeding ground for com¬ 
munism, and PDRSY strategists were quick 
to realize that, although the domination of the 
Oman with its oil revenues would be a difficult 
task, East Bloc involvement would make the 
whole project most attractive and possible. 

Allowing East Bloc countries an entree was 
also expected to produce a further spinoff in 
technical and military aid in recognition of the 
part played in helping to secure communist 
control over the entrance to the Persian Gulf. 
Britain leaving Aden had paved the way for 
this closer attention and practical influence. 

The revolution, for that is what it fast be¬ 
came, had all the hallmarks of the perfect 
communist-backed insurrection, A textbook 
example indeed, except perhaps for one vital 
aspect that the communists overlooked. The 
Omani is a deeply religious person, and the 
replacing of his Islamic faith by a secular 


Oman, located on southeast Arabian peninsula 
and bounded by the Gulf of Oman, Arabian 
Sea, South Yemen and Saudi Arabia, is where 
author served as Royal Marine alongside 
Sultan’s Armed Forces (SAF). 

communist doctrine was doomed to failure. 

The turning point came on 23 July 1970. 
An all but bloodless coup brought the Sultan's 
son Qaboos to power. His timely arrival pre¬ 
sented the country with a man prepared to 
lead from the front and be seen to guide his 
country. His use of oil revenues for the mili¬ 
tary and the civil sectors changed the face of 
the country forever. 

In the end, it was the “new” Sultan, insist¬ 
ing on a pragmatic approach to modernization 
and the sensible use of oil revenues for the 
benefit of all, along with the Omanis’ deep 


religious faith, which brought about an end to 
the war in our favor. For the military it was a 
classic hearts-and-minds campaign, much 
like Borneo and Malaya, with the army care¬ 
fully manipulating captured or surrendered 
enemy. 

We must make no mistake: If the Oman had 
lost her long struggle against communism, 
the entrance to the Persian Gulf would have 
become dominated by those who do not hold 
the interests of the Western world closest to 
their hearts. If that had been the case, oil 
would not have flowed to where we would 
have preferred it to flow, and a confrontation 
would have taken place dwarfing the present 
conflict. 

It is as simple as that, and yet few know of 
the war that, in hindsight, was crucial to the 
West. 
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Bedouin tribesman near Ibri. This 
gentleman came from Duru tribe, one of 
250 separate tribes in Oman. 

wadi that divided the Sultanate of Oman and 
the Hadramaut, or Eastern Aden Protector¬ 
ate. November was actually the month 
chosen by the British to complete the hand¬ 
over of the colony to the People’s Demo¬ 
cratic Republic of South Yemen (PDRSY) 
and therefore the deadline for establishing a 
border fort. Up to 1967 this physical mark¬ 
ing of the border had not been necessary, 
but with the impending departure of a 
friendly neighbor it was now an urgent re¬ 
quirement. 

On the Hadramaut side of the border was 
a traditional white-painted, Beau Geste- 
style fort on the edge of the low escarpment 
forming the wadi edge. On the Oman side 
there was nothing but the unmarked frontier 
running down the center of the wadi. The 
task for A Company was to guard civilian 
Arab workmen under the command of a 
British civil engineer while they built a bor¬ 
der fort of mud and stone that had to be jusl 
that little bit higher, wider, taller and whiter 
than the one on the other side of the border. 
Time was short, as PDRSY troops in sup¬ 
port of the terrorists were expected at any 
moment. Priorities were set. Wells were 
dug not only for drinking water but also for 
mixing the mud and locally produced 
cement; an airstrip on our side of the wadi 
center was cleared and the whole area was 
staked out and picketed with all-round de¬ 
fensive positions. Although we were on the 
border, all the fighting up to that time had 
taken place to our rear. 

Wadi Habrut was a wide, gravel-floored, 
dried-up water course running from the 
Empty Quarter to the Qara hills in the south. 


It was an ideal convoy route for arms and 
supplies from Yemen by way of the desert, 
for although there were no tracks, the small 
stones and boulders on the wadi floor made 
it good going for camels, donkeys and four- 
wheel-drive vehicles. Not only was it the 
legal border, it was a main supply route that 
had to be blocked. 

This was a fascinating period for a young 
officer in command of a sensitive and very 
lonely outpost. We came under fire regular¬ 
ly, patrolled every day in an attempt to keep 
the enemy at arm’s length, lived under a 
palm tree for an officers ’ mess and ate local¬ 
ly shot sand grouse and duck. The only 
surface water for ducks was on the enemy 
side of the wadi, but I’m glad to say this did 
not put me off waiting for the dusk duck 
flights with a shotgun! 

An example of the incongruity of it all 
was the method by which we ranged-in the 
three-inch mortars. After dark, our Arab 
mortar sergeant paced out the distance from 
the baseplates to the walls of the enemy fort 
and returned to dial 440 yards on the sights. 
Life was as simple as that. 

Those three months of total isolation 
were an amazing period of tension coupled 
with long lazy days, ignoring the consider¬ 
able threat to my small force by gazelle 
hunting, changing for dinner beneath my 
palm tree and even building a bathroom, 
with bath, in the reeds by the wells. Food 
was mostly fresh game baked in an ammuni¬ 
tion tin over a smoldering fire in the sand, 
supplemented with tinned smoked oysters 
and whiskey. 

We left Habrut in January 1968 feeling 
that the fort, then occupied by a company of 
the DR, was a fine testimony to our staunch 
defense of the project. Sadly, for it had 
become a very personal project , it was razed 


to the ground in a vicious and successful 
attack by the enemy a few months later. 

Before my company was due back to Ibri 
at the end of our fort-building days at Hab¬ 
rut, orders were received for the move of the 
NFR to the Dhofar war. A Company would 
take over from C Company DR at the noto¬ 
rious “Ambush Comer” on the Midway 
road. As an expedient, and as I was already 
in the south, I asked to be lent for a fortnight 
to that company in order to get to know the 
tasks and country that lay ahead of us. To 
insure that I would take my company to the 
war I had applied to the Royal Marines for a 
further nine month extension of my tour. 
This had been accepted by the corps and the 
commander of the SAF. I was thrilled. 

On 3 January 19681 left Habrut in a small 
convoy of vehicles for C Company’s posi¬ 
tion. I knew the importance of this position 
— without it, the road could not be kept 
open. In the sitreps sent to the north every 
week from Dhofar, Ambush Comer fea¬ 
tured in some way. I felt honored that my 
company was to be given the most difficult, 
and possibly the most dangerous, position 
in the growing war. My men had earned this 
privilege through sheer hard work in train¬ 
ing before acquitting themselves equally 
well on the border. 

I stopped for the night with the convoy at 
Midway’s deserted oil-rig camp in the vast¬ 
ness of the gravel plain, having a compara¬ 
tively luxurious night in an abandoned cara¬ 
van. It was a strange place. Stores were still 
on the racks in the sheds; food, rotting 
away, was still in the kitchens; oil drums, 
drilling bits and pipes lay in neat lines, 
ready for use. The only thing absent was any 
form of transport, for when the camp was 
closed, the oil-rig workers had, with little 
notice, driven their wagons to the interna¬ 
tional-sized airstrip and left them facing into 
the desert with weights on the accelerators. 
For miles around the camp there were aban¬ 
doned vehicles that had run out of fuel in 
their driverless journeys. 

I joined C Company and met the com¬ 
pany commander, a seconded officer from 
the Queen’s Own Highlanders (QOH). We 
had much in common, especially as I had 
one favorite uncle in the Seaforth Highland¬ 
ers and another in the Cameron Highlanders 
before those two Scottish regiments 
amalgamated into the QOH. However, 
there was not much time for reminiscing, as 
my first night was spent moving into a dawn 
cordon-and-search position around a village 
to the west and some distance into the 
mountains. We achieved our aim but found 
no known terrorists. The second night we 
moved into a position even farther west and 
in the heartland of the enemy. The aim was 
to conduct a night approach through the 
wild moon country to a village on the edge 
of a steep valley which, in the space of a few 
vertical feet, changed from barren, dusty 
moonscape into lush, almost impassable, 
jungle. 

The enemy knew this country backward 
and forward — for the army to move unde¬ 
tected, even in the dark, was nigh impossi- 
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Wadi Habrut. Omani soldiers prepare 
mortar position near enemy fort (in 
background) just across Yemen border. 

ble. The opposition moved in small groups, 
had the population in his grasp and could 
attack on ground and at times of his own 
choosing; we seldom, if ever, made contact 
unless it was on his terms. This was classi¬ 
cal Mao Tse-tung teaching. There was, 
therefore, a great deal of “coat trailing” 
(moving through enemy territory, waiting 
to be ambushed) by the SAF. Our greatest 
training efforts in those days went into anti¬ 
ambush drills. It was dangerous stuff, but it 
was the only way to force the enemy into a 
battle of our own choosing; it didn’t always 
work to our advantage. 

My duty for this patrol was to bring up the 
rear with one of the two ex-enemy we had 
taken with us as guides. Before we had 
covered a mile it was clear that we had 
missed the next man ahead in the stealthy 
crocodile of soldiers. Maps were almost 
nonexistent and those that did exist were 
very vague on topographical features. I had 
a rough idea of the contours that had been 
outlined on a blackboard during the brief¬ 
ing, but it was clear that following the 
wrong spur would mean an error of some 
magnitude. By dawn there would be a deep 
enemy-held valley between us and the re¬ 
mainder of the company. It was not a happy 
prospect, but I trusted in my navigation, a 
subject I had studied (admittedly at sea) 
since before I could read or write, and so I 
decided, much to the horror of my two Arab 
companions, that we would continue with 
the aim of making the dawn rendezvous. 
The ex-enemy was, if anything, more 
apprehensive than I, and the SAF soldier (a 
Baluchi) even more so than either of us. 

At one stage in the night we came across a 
water hole and decided to set up an im¬ 
promptu ambush more in self-defense than 
with a sense of aggression, for we would 
undoubtedly have been outgunned and out¬ 
numbered. An enemy patrol did slide past 
us in the dark and no more than a few feet 
away, but we wisely decided to let them 
continue. 

Dawn did not come as a relief, as we were 


open to observation, but it did make naviga¬ 
tion easier. It was therefore with great satis¬ 
faction, and rather by luck than fortune, that 
we saw the rest of the company on a spur a 
mile or two ahead. They, too, had seen us 
and took up fire positions, believing us to be 
the enemy. At that moment a leopard ap¬ 
peared between us, causing a brief clash of 
priorities in my tired mind: ‘ ‘Do I shoot the 
leopard in self-defense and risk missing, 
allowing the round to hit our patrol beyond, 
thereby confirming their opinion that we 
were enemy, or do I allow the leopard to do 
the damage instead?” I decided to shoot the 
leopard, which our own men could not see 
from their distant positions. Luckily, at the 
last moment, he lolloped off into the under¬ 
growth. The three of us breathed deeply 
and, risking the real enemy, stood in the 
open to identify ourselves to the distant 
company commander. 

The search was a partial success: One 
man was identified as a rebel and the other, 
the one we actually wanted, escaped. We 
eventually returned to Ambush Comer 
without incident, only to be told by our 
desert intelligence officer that there had 
been considerable enemy interest in our pa¬ 
trol and that we had walked through two 
perfect ambush positions, but they had 
apparently chosen not to spring them. I be¬ 
lieve that my unplanned diversion had con¬ 
fused them into thinking we had more men 
in the area than we actually had. 

We were more successful a few days later 
on 11 January, when we were ambushed 
three times in one afternoon. C Company 
was ordered to patrol to the east of the 
Midway road and carry out a series of hasty 
cordon and searches in order to keep the 
enemy on the move or, with any luck, catch 
him at rest. It was to have been very much a 
coat-trailing operation on the return jour¬ 
ney, although the way out was conducted as 
covertly as possible. 

The approach to the Jebel Darbat area 
was begun from Ravens Roost, a position 
on the Midway road alongside a rough air¬ 
strip cleared out of the scrub and bush. From 
this point east there was no track, but our 
convoy of three Bedford lorries and two 
Land Rovers made good going for about 15 


miles. We laagered them up in a wadi bot¬ 
tom with good all-round defense from pick¬ 
ets on the higher ground before moving off 
in tactical bounds for the first of the suspect 
villages. 

The houses in these villages were low, 
round dwellings made of mud and stone 
with, suspiciously, not one man present. 
That night we lay in ambush outside our 
second set of targets but detected no move¬ 
ment to or from them. It was clear that 
something was amiss, and we prayed that it 
meant an encounter battle. On the morning 
of the 11th, our searching again produced 
no young men but did include a cup of thick, 
black, sour — but welcomed — coffee with 
the Sultan’s brother-in-law — ironically, 
the only male we met. 

As we had been on foot for 24 hours, our 
supply of water was running low (men can 
consume four gallons a day in the desert), 
and it was necessary to rejoin the transport. 
For my part all I carried were three water 
bottles, two days’ worth of sandwiches, a 
Walther P-38 and the issued No. 5 .303 rifle 
as issued to the British Army during World 
War II. The No. 5 rifle differed slightly 
from the more common No. 4 rifle carried 
by the men, being shorter barreled with a 
conical muzzle-flash hider. For shelter I 
carried in a thigh pocket a space blanket, 
silver on one side and bright red on the 
other; it occasionally doubled as air panel. 
Medical evacuation was usually on the back 
of a donkey, with only a faint chance of 
survival. The company’s medical support 
was in the form of one Baluchi lance- 
corporal whose medical knowledge relied 
heavily on enthusiasm rather than a deep 
knowledge of Gray's Anatomyl 

At 1630 hours a burst of machine-gun fire 
halted the leading vehicle-borne troops; 
they debussed into their antiambush posi¬ 
tions. In accordance with normal proce¬ 
dures, the heights had been picketed with a 
rolling system that allowed the main body to 
keep moving along the wadi bottom. As we 
passed a picketed height, the men would 
descend as others in the front moved ahead 
to new positions. It was a well-practiced 
routine which allowed slow but steady prog¬ 
ress for the main body; it also relied heavily 
on superb mountain fitness from the infan¬ 
trymen. 

I was driving the rear vehicle, a Land 
Rover, and was responsible for bringing in 
the pickets and ensuring that we left no one 
behind. The company sergeant major was in 
the passenger seat and two soldiers were in 
the rear. They all jumped out and ran to the 
crest 200 yards to our right front, while I 
threw the vehicle into a convenient acacia 
bush. This probably saved my life, for a 
further burst of automatic fire swept the 
crest seconds before I reached it; this burst 
came from our rear and, among other 
casualties, removed the right side of the 
sergeant-major’s neck. It was clear he 
would not survive, but I administered mor¬ 
phine while shouting for a sitrep from those 
troops farther forward. 

The company commander was ahead and 
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beyond the crest preparing the counterattack 
against the enemy positions to the right, 
unaware that we had been engaged from all 
quarters. By ambushing us in the position 
they did, the enemy had divided the com¬ 
pany into two separate killing zones. To 
communicate between them we had to run a 
gauntlet along the dividing crest. This could 
: been an advantage to us if the enemy 
opened fire from one flank or 


ahead or behind, but by dominating both 
halves of the company and covering us with 
fire from 360 degrees, they showed a re¬ 
markable sophistication. Although this 
made us suspicious at the time, little did we 
realize the full consequences of this 45-rainute 
battle. It was to change the Sultan and his 
army’s perception of the war forever. 

It was immediately clear that this was a 
battle of a size then unknown to SAF and 
was being conducted in a manner with 
which we were not familiar. For instance, 


the enemy had prepared false sangers below 
the hilltops and then dug themselves into 
real fire positions. Our pickets had discov¬ 
ered the false fire trenches as they moved 
into position, but as they were empty they 
assumed that any enemy had left. The false 
positions drew our fire before we realized 
that we were wasting ammunition. 

The sergeant major died quickly. There 
was nothing any of us could have done 
except make his passing as painless as 
possible. On the track ahead of the Land 
Rover, as it crested the rise dividing the 
company, a lone signaler had set up his 

Continued on page 79 
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Land Rover from A Company crossing 
sands on journey from Ibri to Dhofar. 








SOF's exclusive examination of the 
weapons of the People's Republic of China 
continues with T&Es of the pistols produced 
by PRC arsenals over the last 35 years. In¬ 
cluded is the first complete description of the 
Type 64 pistol to appear in a publication. 

SOF thanks the PRC government for 
opening the People's Liberation Army 
Small Arms Research Institute to our Edi¬ 
tor/Publisher Robert K. Brown , Technical 
Editor Peter G. Kokalis and contributing 
author Bob Jordan , who became the first 
Westerners to examine PRC military hard¬ 
ware in-country. 


SOF Editor/Publisher Lt. Col. Robert K. 
Brown fires the Type 59 pistol. 
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PRC Pistols: 
From 
Hot 
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P ISTOLS are a matter of small conse¬ 
quence to the military. Everywhere, 
that is, except in the United States. As big- 
bore blasters rant and rave over replacement 
of the .45 ACP cartridge with the 9mm 
Parabellum, and political intrigue over 
adoption of the M9 service pistol accelerates 
into a confused crescendo, the rest of the 
world observes from the sidelines in total be¬ 
wilderment. Little more than insignia of rank 
and placebos, pistols and the caliber for which 
they are chambered are of little relevance on 
the field of battle to anyone, with the possible 
exception of tunnel rats. 



PRC Type 54 Pistol 

The first pistol fielded by the People’s 
Liberation Army, and still standard issue, 
was the Russian Tokarev TT-33, First 
Chinese copies of this design included a slot 
on the backstrap to accept a detachable 
shoulder stock/holster. Few were produced 
in this configuration. Production was estab¬ 
lished in Mukden, Manchuria, in 1951 at 
Arsenal Number 66. Both Russian and 
Chinese components were utilized, and 
these pistols were marked “Type 51.” In 
1954, after approximately 250,000 were 
manufactured, the nomenclature was 
changed to Type 54. By that time all parts 
were of Chinese origin. A sanitized version 
of the Type 54, devoid of all Chinese mark¬ 
ings and the five-pointed star on the grip 
panels, was encountered in Vietnam with an 
enigmatic “M20” marked on the slide. 



Model 54 Tokarev pistol, caliber 
7.62x25mm, with manual safety as required 
by BATF. 

Known in this country as little more than 
a war trophy, the Tokarev pistol has several 
interesting features. Chambered for the 
7.62x25mm cartridge, the Type 51/54 is 
essentially a much modified Colt-Browning 
design. With the exception of the magazine, 
springs and grip panels, all the components 
are milled forgings. All the steel compo- 



Modei 54 Tokarev pisiol n fielfUtripp+d- 


TYPE 54 SPECIFICATIONS 


Caliber:, . 
Operation: 
Feed:. 


Weight. empty: 

Length, overall: 

Height: .. 

Tliickness:. . . . 
Barrel:....... 


Barrel length:. 
Sights:. 


,.. 7.62x25mm. 

... Locked-breech, short-recoil. Semiautomatic. Single-action. 

. .. Eight-round detachable, single-column box-type magazine; 

no feed Eips. 

... 29 ounces. 

.,. 7.77 inches, 

.., 5 inches. 

. . . LI75 inches. 

. . . Four-groove with a right-hand twist of one turn in 9.45 
inches; chrome-plated bore and chamber. 

. . . 4.57 inches. 

. . . Fixed, front and rear: blade-type front and open L 1 -notch rear; 

high profile. 

*„ . Blued. 

. . Black plastic grip panels. 

,.. Arsenal Number 66 in Mukden, Manchuria. 

. . NGRINCG (China North Industries Corp.f Dept. SOF, 7A 
Yue Tan Nan lie, FQ Box 2137, Beijing,, People’s Repub¬ 
lic of China. 

Importer: . . .. Fat ilk International Merchandising Corp J+ Dcpf. SOF, 2215 

J Street. Sacramento. CA 958J6. 

T &E summary;.Excellent and cost effective modification of Browning de¬ 

sign. Robust and reliable, with feed lips built into the 
hammer anti sear mechanism. Manual safety found only 
on imported version. Without an inertia-type firing pin; 
should be carried without a chambered round. 


Finish:. 

Furniture:. .. 
Manufacturer: 
Exporter: 
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nents have been salt blued. With an empty 
weight of 29 ounces, the overall length is 
7.77 inches, almost an inch less than the 
M1911A1. The method of operation is 
locked-breech, short recoil. After the car¬ 
tridge has been fired, the barrel and slide 
travel rearward, locked together by two ribs 
on the barrel which engage two correspond¬ 
ing recesses inside the slide. After chamber 
pressures have dropped to a safe level, the 
swinging link on the bottom of the barrel, 
which is fastened to the slide stop pin, draws 
the barrel away from the slide. The barrel 
stops when it strikes a stop machined into 
the frame. 

As the slide continues rearward, it com- 


Firing the Type 59 pistol, caliber 9x18mm, 
an almost exact duplicate of the Soviet 
Makarov. 



presses the recoil spring over its guide rod. 
The extractor, pinned to the right side of the 
slide, pulls the empty case out of the cham¬ 
ber and carries it back to hit against the 
ejector, mounted to the unique hammer and 
sear subassembly, propelling the case out 
the slide’s ejection port. The compressed 
recoil spring drives the slide forward to strip 
another round from the magazine and cham¬ 
ber it. 

All modifications to John Browning's 
original design were intended to simplify 
manufacture and enhance reliability. Type 
51/54 barrels are 4.57 inches in length with 
chrome-plated bores and chambers. Reten¬ 
tion of a 7.62mm bore permitted the Soviets 
and Chinese to use existing machinery for 
boring, reaming and rifling. These four- 
groove barrels have a right-hand twist of 
one turn in 9.45 inches, which duplicates 
that of all other Soviet 7.62mm caliber 
small arms. In addition, the barrel’s two 
locking ribs are machined around the entire 
circumference of the barrel, which permits 
turning these ribs on a lathe and much sim¬ 
plifies this operation. 

The Browning-type slide is machined to 
accept a heavy, forged bushing through 
which the barrel protrudes and to which is 
seated the recoil spring’s plug. Type 54 
slides have the 24 closely spaced serrations 
found on postwar Russian Tokarevs. The 
fixed, high-profile front and rear sights 
attached to the slide are surprisingly excel¬ 
lent for a military* sidearm. The large, open 
U-notch rear sight can be aligned quickly 
with the front blade. 

Most innovati ve of all is the hammer and 
sear subassembly, which drops into the 
frame. Machined and drilled to accommo¬ 
date the hammer, sear and disconnector, 
this single block of steel has two arms of 
unequal length that rest on top of the frame’s 
guide rails. The lower surfaces of these 
arms serve as cartridge guides to facilitate 
feeding into the chamber. Machining feed 
guides into a substantial steel surface in¬ 
stead of depending upon the lips of an easily 
deformed sheet-metal magazine eliminates 
the majority of the stoppages associated 
with semiautomatic pistols. The longer left 
arm of the subassembly acts also as the 
ejector. A hole in the hammer’s body holds 
the coil hammer spring. The “burr”-type 
hammer is somewhat difficult to cock. 

Type 51/54 trigger mechanisms are also 
of the Colt-Browning type, although sim¬ 
pler. Trigger pull weights are heavy and all 
that I have measured range from 7 to 9 
pounds. A stirrup-shaped trigger controls 
the sear, to which is attached the disconnec¬ 
tor. When the slide recoils rearward, it rides 
over the hammer and rolls it back so the tip 
of the sear can catch the hammer’s full-cock 
notch and hold it as the slide goes forward. 
The slide also forces the lower end of the 
disconnector below the lever of the trigger’s 
stirrup and thus another shot cannot be fired 
until pressure on the trigger is released. 
There is no manual safety or inertia-type 
firing pin. Although the hammer has a half- 
cock position, I would not carry this pistol 



Type 59 pistol, field stripped!. 

TYPE 59 SPECIFICATIONS 


TYPE 59 SPECIFICATIONS 

Caliber:.............. 9x18mm (Makiiov). 

Operation:. .Unlocked blow-back. Semiautomatic. Double-action. 

Feed: . . ... Eight-round detachable, single-column box-type magazine. 

Weight, empty; .25.8 ounces. 

L ength, overall:....... 6.4 inches. 

Height: ..4.7 inches. 

Thickness:...1.125 inches. 

Barrel:...Four-groove with a right-hand twist of one turn in 9.45 

inches, chrome-plated chamber and bore. 

Barrel length:...,.3.74 inches. 

Sights: ... .... .Fi*ed, front and fear; blade-type front and square-notch rear. 

Finish:.. Blued. 

Furniture:. ...One-piece red plastic grips. 


Manufacturer; .,..Arsenal Number 66 in Mukden, Manchuria. 

Exporter: ... . .Poly Technologies, Inc., Dept. SOF, 5/F, Chic Building, 


19, JianCuo Men Was Street. Beijing, People's Republic 
of China. 

Importer:.Keng’s Firearms Specialty, Inc., Depl. SOF, Suite 222, 

6030 Georgia Highway 85, Rivcrdak K GA 30274. 

T&E .summary:..Robust and reliable; extensive modification of WaltherPP. 

Midway between the .380 ACP and 9mm Parabellum, Hit 
9x1 Smm Makarov cartridge is at the power limit for un¬ 
locked blowback operation - 
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PRC PISTOL 
AMMUNITION 

PRC pistols are chambered for any 
one of three cartridges, two of Soviet 
origin and one of more or less indige¬ 
nous design. All PRC pistol ammunition 
is two-holed, Berdan primed. 

7.62x25mm 

The Russians, as well as the Chinese, 
were very much enamored of the Mauser 
Model 1896 (C96) “Broomhandle” pis¬ 
tol. In fact, most experts believe that the 
small-framed version of the Broomhan- 
dle is referred to as a “Bolo” because of 
its popularity with the Bolsheviks, 
Although some Broomhandles were 
chambered for the 9mm Parabellum car¬ 
tridge, the majority will be encountered 
in caliber 7.63mm Mauser (.30 Mau¬ 
ser), a more powerful adaptation of the 
7.65mm Borchardt round for which 
original Model 1896 prototypes were 
chambered. Until the advent of the .357 
Magnum, the 7.63mm Mauser cartridge 
was the world’s highest velocity pistol 
round, stepping out of the barrel at 1,410 
fps. When the Soviets adopted the 
Tokarev pistol, they chambered it for the 
7.62x25mm cartridge, which is dimen¬ 
sionally similar to the 7.63mm Mauser 
round and, in some weapons, inter¬ 
changeable. 

PRC production of this rimless, bot¬ 
tle-necked cartridge features a copper- 
plated steel case filled with 8.5 grains of 
an IMR-type extruded tubular kemal 
powder. Weighing 86 grains, the Round 
Nose (RN), Full Metal (steel) Jacket 
(FMJ) bullet is also copper-plated with a 
lead core. Both case-mouth sealant and 
primer annulus are light red in color. 

Ammunition in this caliber has been 
difficult to obtain in the United States, 
Those with Tokarev pistols or PPSh41 
SMGs have been forced to consume 
either Czech (headstamped “bxn”) or 
Soviet (headstamped ‘ ‘539 48”) ammo. 
Both are aging, hot and erratic — a reci¬ 
pe for disaster, as I can testify after 
shearing the receiver hinge pin on my 
PPS43 SMG with this garbage. Keng’s 
Firearms Specialty, Inc. (Dept. SOF, 
Suite 222, 6030 Georgia Highway 85, 
Riverdale, GA 30274; phone 404-996- 
2079) currently imports PRC 
7.62x25mm ammunition of recent vin¬ 
tage and excellent quality. Headstamped 
“ 11 84, ” it was manufactured in 1984 at 
factory 11, which is located at Mudan- 
jiang, Heilongjiang Province in northern 
China. It zips out of the Tokarev’s 4.46- 
inch barrel with an average velocity of 
1,455 fps and an astounding standard 
deviation of only 8 fps. 

Don’t sell the 7.62x25mm cartridge 
short. While it will never satisfy the big 
boomers, it has counted final coup on 
tens of thousands of the revolution’s 
enemies. 


PRC pistol cartridges. Left to right, the 
rimless 7.62x17mm is somewhat more 
powerful than the ,32 ACP; the 9x18mm 
Makarov round lies between the ,380 
ACP and 9mm Parabellum; and the high 
velocity 7.62x25mm has also seen 
extensive use in submachine guns* 


9mm Makarov 

In 1959 the People's Liberation Army 
adopted another Soviet pistol, the 
Makarov, and its somewhat enigmatic 
9mm cartridge. Still the standard pistol 
cartridge of the Warsaw Pact armies, the 
9mm Makarov cartridge is thought to be 
derived from a 1936 German project, the 
9mm Ultra, Neither should be confused 
with the post-WWII German 9mm 
Ultra. There are subtle dimensional dif¬ 
ferences among all three and they are not 
interchangeable. 

Another pipsqueak by U.S. stan¬ 
dards, the 9mm Makarov lies midway 
between the .380 ACP and 9mm Para¬ 
bellum in both size and power. At 
17,000 psi, chamber pressures are low 
enough to permit unlocked blowback 
operation (note: a few unlocked blow- 
back-operated pistols, such as the Span¬ 
ish Astra 400/600 series, have been 
chambered for more powerful cartridges 
— in this instance the 9mm Bayard Long 
and 9mm Parabellum, respectively). 

The rimless, straight-sided case is 
18.05mm in overall length. PRC pro¬ 
duction of the Type 59 cartridge features 
a copper-plated steel case loaded with 
3.5 grains of a short, extruded tubular 
kemal powder. The squat, RN Full Met¬ 
al (steel) Jacket bullet has a lead core and 
weighs 95 grains with a diameter of 
9.27mm and a length of only 11.4mm 


Muzzle velocities range from 951 to 
1,033 fps. 

The Polish Wz63 and Russian Stech- 
kin machine pistols are also chambered 
for this cartridge. Both the Type 59 
(Makarov) pistol and its ammunition are 
imported by Keng’s Firearms Specialty, 
Inc. Keng’s ammunition (headstamped 
“81 83”) was manufactured at the un¬ 
identified factory 81 in 1983. 

Type 64: 7.62x17mm 

Type 64 and Type 77 pistols and both 
the Type 64 and Type 67 suppressed 
pistols fire the unusual Type 64 
7.62x17mm cartridge, about which 
Western authorities knew little until 
SOF jumped over the Great Wall. 

It appears to be derived from the 
7.65mm Browning (.32 ACP) cartridge. 
However, although the case lengths are 
identical (17mm), the .32 ACP case is 
semirimmed, while the Type 64 case is 
rimless. Bullet weights are similar. Type 
64 RN FMJ projectiles weigh 74 grains. 
Maximum weight for .32 ACP bullets is 
75 grains. Muzzle velocities in 
7.62x17mm vary from 1,000 to 1,050 
fps. W'ith chamber pressures hovering 
between 17,000 and 20,000 psi, locked 
breech designs are not required. 

All of the ammunition fired in this 
caliber at the PLA Small Arms Research 
Institute had brass cases (somewhat un¬ 
usual for PRC small arms ammo) and 
were headstamped “301 83” (indicating 
manufacture at unidentified factory 301 
in 1983). By any standards this is an 
underpowered cartridge with marginal 
performance at best, yet it has been esti¬ 
mated that more than 65 percent of all 
semiautomatic pistols manufactured 
since 1900 have been chambered for its 
performance equivalent, the .32 ACP. 
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with a chambered round. 

To meet BATF regulations, a version of 
the Type 54 called the Model 54, which 
incorporates a frame-mounted manual safe¬ 
ty, is imported by Pacific International Mer¬ 
chandising Corp. By drilling a hole in the 
frame and machining a cut-out on the left 
side of the hammer subassembly, the safety 
lever’s axis pin reaches and blocks the dis¬ 
connector when the lever is rotated forward. 
A retaining screw on the frame and to the 
rear of the safety lever prevents the lever 
from rotating past the “fire” position and 
must be removed during disassembly. The 
lever’s sense of direction is ergonomically 
incorrect. Pushing forward on the lever 
should place the mechanism in the “fire” 
position, not “safe.” 

Tokarev magazines are excellent. These 
eight-round single-column box magazines 


have a removable floorplate and no feed 
lips. The sides of the magazine are rolled 
slightly inward at the top to retain the fol¬ 
lower and cartridges. Configured in the 
M1911A1 manner, the lower arm of the 


Type 64 pistol, a close copy of the Walther 
PPK but chambered for the PRC’s unique 
7.62x17mm cartridge. 



follower pushes up the slide-stop after the 
last cartridge has been fired, to hold the 
slide rearward. The magazine catch-release 
is positioned to the rear of the trigger on the 
left side. That’s the correct location, but the 
button is too small and difficult to depress. 

Disassembly presents no problems. Re¬ 
move the magazine and clear the weapon. 
With a plastic-tipped punch or the point of a 
bullet, drive the retaining clip to the rear and 
off the end of the slide-stop. Remove the 
slide-stop. Push the slide forward and sepa¬ 
rate it from the frame. Withdraw the recoil 
spring, plug and guide rod. Rotate the barrel 
bushing 180 degrees and separate it from the 
slide. Rotate the link downward and pull the 
barrel forward and out of the slide. The 
extractor and spring-loaded firing pin are 
pinned to the slide and should be removed 
only by an armorer. Withdraw the hammer 
and sear subassembly. Reach inside the 
magazine-well with the point of a bullet and 
rotate the retaining clip on the left plastic 
grip panel to the rear until it’s free of the 
frame. After removing the left grip panel, 
rotate the right panel’s retaining clip until it 
can be lifted off the frame. Although the trig¬ 
ger and magazine catch-release can be re¬ 
moved and the hammer and sear assembly 
completely disassembled, this is not normally 
required. Reassemble in the reverse order. 

In general, the handling characteristics of 
this pistol are more than adequate. Per¬ 
ceived recoil is sharp, but not at all unbear¬ 
able. Muzzle whip is moderate and has little 
effect on recovery time for those who fire 
from the Weaver position. Accuracy poten¬ 
tial is no better or worse than any other 
unmodified military pistol of this type. Hit 
probability parallels the shooter’s skill 
level. Robust and reliable if fed quality 
ammunition, stoppages will be few and far 
between. Trigger pull weights can be light¬ 
ened by a competent pistolsmith; if you can 
depress the magazine catch-release, the 
magazines fall cleanly away and the fixed 
lanyard ring, attached to the left side of the 
frame at the heel, does not interfere with 
rapid magazine changes like that of the 
M1911. 

PRC Type 59 Pistol 

Apparently deciding that even the 
7.62x25mm cartridge was too high up on 
the power scale for the pistol’s limited ap¬ 
plications in warfare, by 1951 the Soviets 
abandoned the Tokarev and adopted a pistol 
of lesser power. Once more, a previously 
successful design, this time the Walther PP, 
was extensively modified. The PM (Pistolet 
Makarova), or Makarov, was adopted by 
the People’s Liberation Army in 1959 as the 
Type 59. Chinese versions of the Makarov 
differ only in minor cosmetics (i.e., the 
width of the slide’s sight rail and configura¬ 
tion of the safety lever) and markings. PRC 
Type 59 pistols are marked on the frame 
with the serial number, arsenal (“66” in 
triangle for the factory at Mukden, Man¬ 
churia) and “59SHI” (Shi = Type). Soviet 
Makarovs carry a single star in a circle on 
the grip panels; PRC versions have five 
smaller stars within a shield. The only other 



Type 64 pistol. fields hipped, 

TYPE 64 SPECIFICATIONS 


Caliber:...7.62x17mm, 


Operation: ... ...Unlocked blcwback. Semiautomatic. Double-action. 

Feed:.Seven-round detachable, single-column box-type magazine. 

Weight* empty: 19.68 ounces. 

Length, overall:...... 6.2 inches. 

Height: . .4.12 inches. 

Thickness:.....1 inch. 

Barrel.:... ........... Four-groove with a right-hand twist of one turn in 9.6 inches: 

chrome-plated chamber and bore. 

Barrel length:.3.46 inches. 

Sights:.. .... Fixed, front and rear; blade-type front and open square-notch 

rear. 

Finish:..... Blued. 

Furniture:..Two-piece red plastic grip panels. 

Manufacturer: .... ... .Arsenal Number 66 in Mukden, Manchuria. 

Exporter:.Poly Technologies, Inc., Dept. SOF, 5/F, Citle Building, 

19, Jian Guo Men Wai Street, Beijing, People's Republic 
of China. 

T&E summary: . . .... Reliable done oflhe Walther PPK chambered for a marginal 
cartridge. 
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country known to manufacture this pistol is 
East Germany. In addition to the frame. 
Type 59 pistols carry serial numbers on the 
slide, magazine, safety lever and sear. Most of 
the components are milled forgings and all the 
metal parts have been salt blued. Type 59 
pistols are imported by Keng’s Firearms Spe¬ 
cialty, Inc. 

An unusual variant of the Type 59 has 
recently surfaced. With a “ZZ” prefix, the 
serial numbers only appear on the left side 
of the frame and slide (with the last three 
digits on the sear). There are no arsenal or 
type markings of any kind. Even more 
peculiar are the grip panels, which are those 
of the Russian Makarov (a single star in a 
circle). Could this be the clandestine 
equivalent of the M20? 

Although externally a scaled-up Walther 
PP, the Type 59 is but 6.4 inches in overall 
length, with a total height of 4.7 inches. 
Weight, empty, is 25.8 ounces. 

Its relatively low-power 9x18mm car¬ 
tridge permits operation by unlocked blow- 
back. Like the Walther series, it has a dou¬ 
ble-action trigger mechanism. 

The four-groove, chrome-plated 3.74- 
inch barrel, with a right-hand twist of one 
turn in 9.45 inches, is pinned to the frame— 
conventional for blowback-operated hand¬ 
guns. 

The Makarov’s firing mechanism is un¬ 
usual and differs considerably from that of 
the Walther PP/PPK series. When fired 
double-action, a sustained pull on the trig¬ 
ger pushes the sheet-metal trigger bar, to 
which it is attached, forward. Forward 
movement of the trigger bar causes the 
cocking lever, connected to its rear end, to 
pivot upward, engage a notch in the hammer 
and rotate it back. When the cocking lever 
slips out of this notch, it lifts the sear up, 
freeing the rebounding-type hammer to roll 
forward and strike the firing pin. 

A cam slot in the recoiling slide forces the 
cocking lever to the right, clear of the sear. 
This permits the spring-loaded sear to en¬ 
gage its notch in the hammer and hold it 
back in the cocked position as the slide 
moves forward to strip and chamber another 
round. Subsequent rounds are fired single¬ 
action. When the trigger is released, the 
cocking lever moves back under the sear, 
ready to pull it away from the hammer after 
the trigger has been pulled once more. Trig¬ 
ger pull weights are typically on the heavy 
side — about 7 pounds in single-action and 
usually 14 pounds or more in double-action. 

There are numerous other differences be¬ 
tween the Makarov and Walther PP/PPK 
pistols. The Makarov has no loaded- 
chamber indicator. Walther pistols have a 
coil hammer spring, while the Makarov 
uses a leaf-type hammer spring. Makarov 
slide-stops have an external button on the 
left side of the frame which is pushed down¬ 
ward to release the slide. Walther slides 
must be retracted slightly by hand and then 
released. The rear end of the Makarov’s 
sheet-metal slide-stop serves as the ejector. 
The two-piece, spring-loaded extractor is 
mounted on the slide to the rear of the ejec¬ 


tion port in the Walther manner. The 
Makarov’s slide-mounted manual safety 
must be pushed up for “safe” and pulled 
down for “fire.” These positions are re- 

Type 77 pistol, caliber 7.62x17mm, a 
reincarnation of the 1920s German Lignose 
Einhand , uses the trigger guard to cock and 
load. 



versed on the Walther pistols. Engaging the 
Makarov safety lever drops the hammer if 
it’s cocked, moves a bar between the ham¬ 
mer and firing pin and locks both the slide 
and hammer. 

Walther magazine catch-release buttons 
are located on the left side of the frame to the 
rear of the trigger. Makarov magazine 
catch-releases are found at the heel of the 
frame in the European manner. Type 59 
magazines are of the single-column type 
and hold eight rounds. The floorplate can be 
removed for disassembly and cleaning. 
Large cuts on each side of the magazine 
body clearly indicate the number of loaded 
cartridges remaining. 

Disassembly procedures follow those of 
the Walther PP/PPK. Remove the magazine 

Continued on page 74 



Type 77 pistol, fieldstripped. 

^’ SSL' # 


TYPE 77 SPECIFICATIONS 

/y ' ■ vlr. ' If ■ ' It 

Caliber: ..7.62x17mm. 

Operation; .Unlocked blowback. Hammerless. Trigger guard used to 

cock and load. 

Feed: .Seven-round detachable, single-column box-type magazine. 

Weight, empty: .17.6 ounces. 

Length, overall; ... 5.9 inches. 

Barrel:.Four-groove with a right-hand twist of one turn in 9.6 inches; 

chrome-plated chamber and bore. 

Barrel length: .3.46 inches. 

Sights;..... Fixed, front and rear; blade-type front with forward taper and 

open square-notch rear. 

Finish:.... Blued. 

Furniture: ..One-piece black plastic grips. 

Manufacturer; ,.Arsenal Number 316, unknown location. 

Exporter: .* .Poly Technologies, Inc., Dept. SOF, 5/F, Otic Building, 

19, Jian Guo Men Wai Street, Beijing, People’s Republic 
of China. •sigij , . : - 

T&E summary; . r . - -.. Reincarnation of 1920s German Lignose Einhand. Reliable, 
lightweight and conceal able. Chambered for a marginal 
cartridge. 


APRIL 88 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 61 




















SWF CONVENTION 


DESERT CANYON 

SHOOT-OUT 

SOF Three-Gun Match 

Text & Photos by Michael Horne 



T HE eighth annual Soldier of Fortune 
Three-Gun Match was held from 26 
through 28 August 1987 in Las Vegas, 
Nevada. Few range facilities can match the 
Desert Sportsman’s Rifle and Pistol Club 
for size and diversity, which allowed the 
match to be presented in an expanded six- 
stage format. One hundred forty-three com¬ 
petitors from California to Cape Cod, plus 
shooters from Canada and South Africa, 
braved Las Vegas’ blistering August heat, 
as well as the rugged desert terrain, to com¬ 
pete in this grueling event. Despite the fact 
that the Desert Sportsman’s Range has 
several fine graded range areas, much of the 
match was designed and constructed in the 
intervening canyons. The use of rugged, 
natural terrain is unique to the SOF Match 
and fits in well with the magazine’s practi¬ 
cal approach to combat competition. 

The SOF Match is decidedly oriented to 
practical shooting, as evidenced in the mili¬ 
tary and police scenarios adapted for use as 
the individual stages of fire, the restriction 
of firearms to practical weapons and the 
requirement for full-power ammo. The phi¬ 
losophy of the match staff and of the maga¬ 
zine is that the SOF Match resemble reality 
as closely as possible. Steven Hall, a Mas¬ 


Stage one of Soldier of Fortune Magazine’s 
Three-Gun Match, the Beirut Sniper, was a 
simulated hostage rescue mission requiring 
the shooter to engage close-in and 
long-range targets exclusively with a rifle. 
Canadian Richard Karst, armed with an FN 
FAL, leaves the mortar pit firing position in 
this five-station continuous assault. 

sachusetts police firearms instructor, says 
that it’s the one competition that he attends 
every year without fail. Hall states, “I tell 
my boss that I either get the time off or I 
quit.” Obviously, something is being done 
right to instill that much loyalty. 

Shooters attend the SOF Match for many 
reasons, but they all seem to agree that it is 
an experience unequalcd by other competi¬ 
tive events. Many participants currently 
with the military or law enforcement agencies 
have told us that the SOF Match constitutes the 
most realistic expression of combat competi¬ 
tion anywhere; plus, they add, it is always fun, 
challenging and well organized. 

This year’s match used the same ex¬ 
panded six-stage format as the past two 
years in order to give the competitors as 
much shooting and as many different chal¬ 
lenges as possible. Additionally, shooters 


found themselves facing a new aspect of the 
SOF Match. For the first time in its history, 
two of the stages were combinations where 
the contestant needed to use both his rifle 
and pistol. It has always been an integral 
part of the match that the shooters were 
required to wear their pistol during their 
entire participation in the events, but now 
they were also given good cause to need it. 
One of the rifle stages was initiated with the 
pistol and, conversely, one of the pistol 
stages began by using the rifle. This tested a 
smooth and positive transition from one 
weapon to the other. 

Stage one of the match was a rifle prob¬ 
lem requiring that the shooter make a mental 
transition from firing at close targets to fir¬ 
ing at a target of considerably greater range. 
This stage was called Beirut Sniper and 
simulated a situation where the shooter’s 
mission was to assault a building and rescue 
a person being held inside. The stage was a 
five-station continuous assault in which the 
contestant shot targets in and around the 
building that were visible from his firing 
position and then, before proceeding to the 
next firing position, he fired two rounds at a 
target located about 275 yards away. 

This target represented an enemy sniper 
who was opposing his advance and needed 
to be suppressed. The shooter moved from 
cover to cover, taking out targets clustered 
about the building and firing two rounds at 
the sniper before moving on. Once inside 
the building, the sniper was no longer visi¬ 
ble and thus no longer part of the problem. 
Then the shooter only had to take out the rest 
of the enemy inside the building while 
avoiding hitting the no-shoot target he was 
sent to rescue. 

His score on the long-range target be¬ 
came an important factor in his overall score 
in that it was directly subtracted from the 
time it took him to successfully complete 
the mission. This intentionally made the 
long-range target important, as the sniper in 
this scenario represented the biggest single 
threat to the success of the mission. The 
better scores on this stage had almost as 
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ABOVE: SOF 1987 Three-Gun Match 
winner Rob Leatham (front row, center) 
shakes hands with Soldier of Fortune 
Magazine Editor/Publisher Robert K. 

Brown during convention banquet opening 
ceremonies in Las Vegas, Nevada. Match 
participants placing 15th through second 
stand in back row. They are, in ascending 
order (left to right): Matt Smith, Allen Hall, 
Eddie Rhodes, Chris Hammer (Lew 
Gosnell, not pictured), Jerry Barnhart, 
Jimmy Clark, Jake Kempton, Paul Miller, 
Bob Salter, Doug Boykin, Joe Hamilton, 

Lee Souter and second overall finisher 
Brian Enos. Corporate sponsor 
representatives kneeling in front row are 
(left to right): Walter Sych (Sturm, Ruger 
& Co., Inc.), Norman Dee (Taurus 
International Firearms), Dr. Florian 
Deltgen (president, Heckler and Koch), 

Tom Boyle (Sigarms, Inc.) and Tom Reese 
(Springfield Armory). 


much score on the target as the time taken, 
which gave them a very low time. 

It was interesting to note that the very first 
shooter on the first day of competition, Jerry 
Barnhart, did very well on this stage. His 
scores stood for the week to give him second 
place on this stage and first place overall in 
rifle competition. This should dispel the 
theory that you have to see other shooters 
perform a stage if you are to have any 
chance of shooting it well. He later stated 
that since he had not seen anyone else shoot 
the Beirut Sniper, he simply concentrated 
on a smooth run, which probably allowed 
him to focus on each shooting problem as it 
came up, rather than thinking ahead. Louis 
Awerbuck was the Chief Range Officer for 
this stage. 

Stage two was the first one of the two- 
weapon combo stages and was administered 
by Clint Smith. Called Camp Defense, this 
scenario simulated a situation where the 


shooter was standing down in camp and his 
rifle was out of immediate reach. The shoot¬ 
er was surprised by an attack on his camp 
and had to respond, at first with his sidearm. 
Having taken down the first four innermost 
attackers, he made his way to his rifle, 
loaded it and proceeded to the next shooting 
area. From there he engaged the next four 
attackers and then proceeded on to two more 
areas, each with four targets. Upon reaching 
the final shoot area, he dispatched the final 
four targets and hit the stop plate. 


BELOW: The next two stages, Camp 
Defense and Lang Vei Relief, were 
challenging pistol/rifle combination 
scenarios. Lang Vei Relief was a 
mission-oriented simulation of the relief 
attack on the overrun U.S. position at Lang 
Vei, South Vietnam, and utilized numerous 
props, including mortar emplacements, 
armored vehicles, ammo crates and 
uniformed mannequins. Here, U.S. Marine 
Steve Allen, armed with a Colt Government 
Model .45 and an AR-15, begins the pistol 
portion of this third stage. 
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The shooter was expected to use cover 
from each firing position and his intent was 
to complete his mission of clearing his camp 
area of invaders as quickly as possible. His 
final score was simply the time it took him 
to accomplish this mission. Again, Jerry 

BELOW: Sharon Kimbrel, woman’s overall 
champion, attacks the window at one of the 
three firing stations in Cover Up with her 
Colt Government Model .45. Lyle Wyatt, 
designer and administrator of this fourth 
competitive phase, looks on. 


Barnhart proved shooting first was not 
necessarily a bane to doing well, as he pro¬ 
ceeded to turn in a performance that stood 
up for the balance of the competition as 
number one. 

It was interesting to note during the rifle 
portion of the competition that most of the 
shooters were not using classic rifle tech¬ 
niques. Only a few competitors were using 
sling-braced supported positions even on 
the stages that offered a freestyle start, and 
they could well have benefited from the 
extra support. One exception was Mike Dal- 


ABOVE: SOF 1987 Three-Gun Match 
special-award winners and sponsors (left to 
right): Steve Damon (A.R.M.S., Top Law 
Enforcement Award sponsor), Cindy Wong 
(Armscorp of America, Inc., Tyro Award 
sponsor), Lee Souter (Top Law 
Enforcement Award winner), Doug Boykin 
(Tyro Award winner), SOF Editor/Publisher 
Robert K. Brown (Top Military Award 
sponsor), Sharon Kimbrel (Top Woman’s 
Award winner), Al Mar (A1 Mar Knives, 
Top Woman’s Award sponsor), J.R. Able 
(Top Military Award winner), Dr. Florian 
Deltgen (president, Heckler and Koch). 



ton, who sported a CW sling system on his 
MIA. Mike explained that he had first 
learned about the CW sling from Jeff Coo¬ 
per and immediately recognized the advan¬ 
tages of the system. While not quite as se¬ 
cure as the standard military loop sling, 
Mike said it is fast and has great application 
to combat shooting. 

Another shooter, Andy Stanford, did not 
use a sling but found that his weapon’s 
peculiar ergonomics allowed him to adapt 
the braced positions without the need of a 
sling. Ordinarily, the use of a sling adds 
about 30 percent to the steadiness of a 
braced position, but Andy contended that it 
just isn’t necessary with the Steyr AUG he 
was using. For prone shooting he said he 
simply rests the vertical forward pistol grip 
on his left hand and the rearward-located 
magazine on the ground; this forms a steady 
but longitudinally oriented bipod effect. 
When sitting he puts the oversized winter 
trigger guard in the crook of his left elbow, 
clasps his right elbow with his left hand and 
rests both elbows on his knees in an open¬ 
legged, braced sitting position, which he 
claims is every bit as steady as sling-braced 
sitting and faster to assume. The fact that his 
rifle shooting was good enough for sixth 
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overall in the rifle portion, right behind Rob 
Leatham, as well as the second best rifle 
performance by 5.56mm in this year’s 
match, gives some authority to his state¬ 
ments. 

Stage three was the first of the pistol 
stages and was initiated with five rounds of 
fire from the contestant’s rifle before com¬ 
pleting the balance of the course with his 
pistol. Stage three, named Lang Vei Relief, 
was designed and administered by Dave 
Vining, who has developed quite a reputa¬ 
tion for realism in his stages of the SOF 
Match. His liberal use of props such as 
machine-gun simulations, mortar emplace¬ 
ments, recoilless rifle prop, armored vehi¬ 
cle simulations, ammo crates, spent mags 
and uniformed dummies added color and 
did much to bring the stage to life for the 
shooter. 

This stage was mission-oriented and was 
a hypothetical relief attack on the overrun 
U.S. position at Lang Vei, South Vietnam. 
In this scenario the shooter was assumed to 
have already spent a good deal of his rifle 
ammo supply and was down to only five 
rounds. The stage opened up with the shoot¬ 
er having five targets visible to him at 
approximately 125 yards. He proceeded to 
engage these targets from a reasonably se¬ 
cure and steady position before moving on 
through the rest of the assault stage. These 
five targets proved to be fairly critical, since 
any not hit from this position needed to be 
shot later with the contestant’s pistol at the 
end of the assault run. This was not as 
simple as it sounds, since the shooter was 
usually quite winded by this time and the 
shot was still a fairly long one. Many of the 
shooters, in a hurry to get moving, missed 
one or more of these targets and later regret¬ 
ted it when they proved very hard to finish 
off at the end of the course. 

Upon firing the five rifle rounds, the 
competitor slung his rifle, drew the pistol 
and proceeded up canyon. As he moved 
through the assault course he would come 
into view of additional steel targets and 
knock them down before proceeding. When 
he finally reached the end of the course, he 
had just one more target, the stop plate, to 
hit and thus stop his time unless he still had 
some rifle plates standing that needed to be 
disposed of before hitting the stop plate. 

Stage four, called Cover Up, was a pistol- 
only event that was deceptively simple in 
appearance. Designed and administered by 
Lyle Wyatt, Cover Up consisted of only 
three firing stations and 11 targets total and, 
as with all stages in the SOF Match, the 
shooter was expected to use cover whenever 
it was available. 

Upon signal to commence, the shooter 
moved to a barricade wall and fired from the 
right side of the wall at four knockdown 
targets, then proceeded downrange and to 
his left to another wall and engaged four 
targets from the left side of the wall. The 
shooter then moved to his right to a hatch 
cover which he had to lift toward him and 
hold open to fire through the opening. 
Opening the hatch tripped a pair of target 
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mechanisms designed and constructed by 
Lyle. These devices, which he calls wig¬ 
wags, are simple but rugged counterweight- 
ed machines that swing a target (one each) 
in an arc. This action alternately exposes 
and conceals the targets from behind cover, 
thus simulating an enemy coming out from 
behind cover to take a shot and then taking 
cover again. This action continues, but fric¬ 
tion begins to take effect, exposing less and 
less target as time passes. As soon as the 
shooter had satisfied himself that he had hit 
both targets, he then engaged and knocked 
down the stop plate to stop his time. 

Since time was such an important factor 
in the shooter’s score, many of the contes¬ 
tants were tempted to fire only one round at 
each of the wig-wag targets. Sometimes the 
gamble paid off and sometimes it didn’t. 
Many shooters found that there simply was 
no hit on one or more of these targets and 
their score suffered accordingly. 

The biggest problem that most shooters 


ABOVE: The fifth stage of the competition 
was called Entry and utilized gun three of 
this Three-Gun Match — the shotgun. 
Another hostage rescue scenario, Entry 
consisted of a building structure with an 
outside door and several interior doors and 
hallways leading to five hostile targets, two 
of which flanked the hostage. Armed with a 
Remington Model 870, Andy Stanford, who 
placed 19th overall, prepares to enter the 
mock structure. 


had with this stage was simply worrying too 
much about what was ahead of them rather 
than what they were shooting at the mo¬ 
ment. For instance, Sharon Kimbrel almost 
lost her lead in the women’s category when 
she lost concentration on her front sight and 
started missing the early knockdown plates. 
She later said that she was thinking too 
much about the window and the wig-wags 
when she should have been concentrating 
on the problem at hand. Fortunately, she 


LEFT: Top foreign shooter (33rd overall) 
Colonel L.A. Terblanche of South Africa 
takes aim on wig-wag targets with his Colt 
Government Model .45 during Cover Up 
stage. 

regained her composure and finished the 
balance of the stage well, retaining her posi¬ 
tion to eventually emerge as the women’s 
winner. 

Entry was the fifth stage of fire and was a 
shotgun event designed and administered by 
Russ Showers. Here the contestant’s mis¬ 
sion could be construed as military, police 
or civilian in nature because his primary 
purpose was to rescue a hostage being held 
inside. The scenario consisted of a building 
structure with an outward-opening door and 
some interior doorways and walls. There 
were five hostile targets in total, with the 
hostage target immediately flanked by two 
of them. 

Upon entering the structure, the contes¬ 
tant made his way to the first shoot area, 
which revealed the hostage and two bad-guy 
combos. After having dispatched the first 
two targets, the shooter continued through 
the structure to each successive shoot expo¬ 
sure until all the enemy targets were en¬ 
gaged. The contestant had to run through 
this course, his total time constituting his 
score. 

The final stage, Managua Maze, was a 
shotgun stage using both slug loads and 
buckshot. A1 Newell designed and ran this 
event as a combination defensive position 
followed by an assault problem. The shoot¬ 
er was occupying a defensive bunker posi¬ 
tion and had five rounds of slug available 
which he fired through the firing slit of his 
fortified position at any of three knockdown 
slug targets located downrange. 

With his first shot, a pair of wig-wag 
targets were tripped on his right flank. With 
only five rounds of slug at his disposal, the 
shooter was able to fire only one round at 
each target. Any of these five targets not hit 
would count against his score. Once the five 
rounds of slug were expended, the defen¬ 
sive position was considered to be untenable 
and the shooter was to make his escape via a 
preplanned route. The shooter left his bun¬ 
ker while reloading his shotgun with buck¬ 
shot and fired on targets that occurred along 
his route. Upon reaching the end of the 
course, the shooter stopped his time by hit¬ 
ting a stop plate. 

This stage tested a wide range of shotgun 
skills, including careful slug marks¬ 
manship, quick reloading and rapid engage¬ 
ment of targets. There were nine buckshot 
targets along the trail for a total of 14 over¬ 
all. Two of these buckshot targets were to be 
taken from behind the cover of a left-side 
barricade wall. Shooter after shooter had 
difficulty keeping their shotgun stoked up 
with ammo, and many had their operating 
handle foul against the barricade edge, 
causing the auto shotgun to malfunction and 
not feed the next round. Some of these mal¬ 
functions proved very difficult to clear and 
get the shotgun into operation again. These 
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consistent problems pointed out the need for 
a true combat shotgun to be developed. At 
this time little thought is going into combat 
shotgun development, with most being 
adaptations of sporting shotguns. 

By Friday morning some of the competi¬ 
tive races were beginning to shape up. As 
mentioned earlier, Sharon Kimbrel man¬ 
aged to recover from a bad beginning in her 
pistol stages to hang onto her lead and win 
the women’s division. Lee Souter finished 
third overall — this was good enough by 10 
places to win the police award. J.R. Able, a 
Marine from Yuma, Arizona, who has won 
the top military honors at least three times 
before, had some tough competition from 
Steve Allen, a Marine from 29 Palms. Doug 
Boykin was the top tyro (first time entered 
in the SOF Match), with an impressive fifth 
place overall finish. Top foreign shooter 
was Colonel L.A. Terblanche from South 
Africa, who was also a speaker in the SOF 
Convention seminar program. 

For first overall in the match, Jerry Barn¬ 
hart, who had shot the rifle stages so well, 
had a narrow lead over Rob Leatham at the 
beginning of the final day of competition. 
On this day, Rob was scheduled to shoot the 
pistol stages and Jerry was slated to fire the 
shotgun. Jerry needed to do well in the 
shotgun to hold on to his lead and Rob 
needed to do very well in the pistol in hopes 
of catching Barnhart. 


The final stage, Managua Maze, was also a 
shotgun phase, requiring both slug and 
buckshot loads. A combination defensive 
and assault scenario, the shooter fired 
through the firing slit of a defensive bunker 
at five downrange targets, then left the 
bunker, reloaded with buckshot and fired 
on targets occurring along a preplanned 
route. Laura Comer, firing a Remington 
Model 1100, is seen here during this assault 
course. 


Rob’s performance in the pistol was 
splendid. With precise shooting and quick 
action, he turned in scores on the two stages 
which were to emerge as number one in 
each stage. This obviously put the pressure 
on Barnhart. Then, on Jerry’s first run in 
Entry, disaster struck. With his very first 
shotgun round he hit and knocked down the 
no-shoot (hostage) target, effectively ending 
his quest for first overall. As the balance of the 
stages were rationalized together, it was clear 
that Rob Leatham had won the match, with 
Brian Enos close behind. Jerry’s misfortune 
dropped him to 10th overall. 

On Saturday morning the main part of the 
SOF Three-Gun Match was over, but 16 of 
the contestants still had more shooting to 
do. As a new item in the traditional firepow¬ 
er demo on the final day of the convention, 
there was to be a man-against-man, sudden- 
death, double-elimination shoot-off with 


the top 16 finishers in the pistol stages com¬ 
peting. A modification of the “Flying M” 
using reactive metal targets was set up and 
the 16 shooters squared off to see who 
would emerge victorious. 

Many of the conventioneers did not see 
any of the competition during the week, as 
other convention activities took up their 
available time. On Saturday, however, they 
were witness to some very fine shooting, as 
these top pistol competitors did their best to 
outshoot each other. Rob Leatham, not con¬ 
tent simply to win the main match, shot 
brilliantly during the course of the elimina¬ 
tion and won that as well. Jerry Barnhart 
came in second and Lee Souter was third. 

The competitors finished the week very 
pleased with the match and vowed to return 
next year. Terry Cross commented, “Great 
match; don’t see how it can get any better. 
Whatever you did this year, do it again 
next.’’ 

The 1988 Match will be held 14 through 
16 September and will add team competi¬ 
tion to the award categories. In addition, 
those who register before 4 July 1988 will 
receive a FREE SUBSCRIPTION to Sol¬ 
dier of Fortune Magazine. For an applica¬ 
tion and info sheet, send a self-addressed 
stamped envelope to: Match Director 
Michael Home, 408 East Harding, Bakers¬ 
field, CA 93308. 

See ya there! ^ 
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SOF VIDEO REVIEW 

FIRESTORM 

Peter Kokalis’ Video Debut 

by Don McLean 



Y OU may have seen the rash of mindless 
“machine-gun videos” that dish out a 
bilgy froth of bikinis, boobs and burp guns 
— neither instruction nor entertainment, 
evidently marketed to exploit a rather nar¬ 
row spectrum of psychoses which hopes to 
see pendulous mammillae caught in a clos¬ 
ing breech. While these video bikinis might 
have satisfied the Freudian hostilities of a 
disturbed few, there has been a need for 
legitimate orientation-instruction machine- 
gun videos for those who properly regard 
these weapons as indispensable tools of re¬ 
spectable trades. Delta Productions has 
answered this call with “Firestorm.” 

Obviously, one video flick can neither 
include every machine gun nor answer ‘ ‘ev¬ 
erything you always wanted to know about a 
given weapon but couldn’t ask above the 
roar,” and Delta wisely does not attempt to 
do so in their first machine-gun video. 
Merrily seasoned with campy and fun out- 
takes from vintage gangster and war 
movies, this professionally produced and 
highly informative overview is not merely a 
cataloging of types but is a well-rounded 
fire-for-familiarization instructional video 
which covers burp guns, assault rifles, light 
machine guns, plus medium and heavy 
machine guns, using live fire from repre¬ 
sentative weapons of each category. 

Featuring the intrepid and semi- 
photogenic full-auto weapons guru Peter 
Kokalis, the video starts with movie cuts 
and some editorial speculation on why red- 
blooded ’mericans like machine guns. Sub¬ 
machine guns are introduced first, with a 
little history and an outline of what consti¬ 


Soldier of Fortune Magazine Technical 
Editor Peter G. Kokalis takes top billing 
in Delta Productions’ new instructional 
live-fire machine-gun video called 
“Firestorm.” Here, Kokalis discusses 
features of West German MP5. Troop in 
background cradles older-model 
Thompson. Photo: Delta Productions 

tutes a submachine gun and where it logical¬ 
ly would be employed. Burps selected as 
historically significant are the Mauser 712 
machine pistol, Schmeisser MP 28/2 and 
Ml921 Thompson. Following these forged 
and milled classics, the World War II MP 
40, Uzi and Heckler & Koch MP5 are fired 
to illustrate weapons that use more modem 
design and fabrication techniques. I missed 
not seeing any shots of the all-time classic in 


WELCOME BACK! 

Don McLean, long-time friend and 
fellow brainstormer of Soldier of For¬ 
tune Magazine Editor/Publisher Robert 
K. Brown, has rejoined our editorial 
staff. On the masthead of the first issues 
of SOF as associate editor, McLean left 
the publishing field to pursue interests in 
the marine salvage and gold mining are¬ 
nas. He spent 15 years in writing and 
publishing, during which time he pub¬ 
lished over 150 volumes in the fields of 
weaponry and military and police sci¬ 
ence, He has also authored dozens of 
books and articles in these fields. 


beer-can armament, the Sten, but maybe 
it’ll get some coverage in a future flick 
dealing specifically with SMGs. 

I have to take issue, though, with Pete’s 
canon that submachine guns are not too 
relevant in modem warfare. There are many 
tactical situations, especially in urban set¬ 
tings, where pistol-caliber ammo is more 
appropriate than an assault round but a con¬ 
ventional pistol just can’t provide the neces¬ 
sary firepower and accuracy. 

Assault-type automatic rifles are cranked 
off with coverage of the MP 44 (grandpappy 
of them all, unless you want to consider the 
Federov automat or quibble about the 
MKb42(W)), followed by the ubiquitous 
ComBloc AK-47, American M16 and 
Czech Vz 58. The AK-47 and M16 need no 
apologies. The Vz 58 is righteous iron, too, 
and I admit to a prejudice in favor of the 
many excellent Czech arms designs, from 
the ZB 30 to the Cz 75, but in the context of 
this overview Pete could have opted to in¬ 
clude in its place one of the new bullpups 
from France, Austria or England. I’m not 
particularly a fan of bullpups, not being into 
muzzle blast for one thing, but they are an 
important part of what’s happening now in 
the evolution of assault rifles and might 
have merited mention here. 

The light machine gun coverage is espe¬ 
cially rich, starting off with the BAR, FN 
Minimi (M249 in U.S. service adaptation), 
the venerable Bren (Czech ZB 30 made for 
and later by the Brits in .303), RPK, M60, 
German MG 34 and MG 42 (now the MG 1) 
and the Lewis gun. A good Schutzenfest, 
even if footage is used to fatmouth the M60 
which could have been better spent covering 
one of the Degtyarev light machine guns, 
the widely distributed FN MAG, or even a 
Browning A6. Favorite gun writers, like 
favorite uncles, are more interesting when 
they are opinionated and controversial, but 
it seems inappropriate in this overview film 
to rail the M60 as the worst machine gun the 
Army ever adopted because poorly trained 
troops can put it together wrong. This is 
hardly a problem unique to the M60. Con¬ 
sider the mess a dummy can cause in a 
Browning when he doesn’t set the head- 
space properly, or what happened in the 
mud ’n the blood ’n the darkness when 
troops tried to feed the U.S. Hotchkiss strips 
upside down, or the problems with the U.S. 
Navy’s Hudson 1.1-inch antiaircraft 
machine gun, which were purely with train¬ 
ing and not mechanical.... 

Typecast in the role of medium and heavy 
machine guns are the classic watercooled 
M1917A1 Browning and the indefatigable 
.50-caliber M2 HB. The watercooled 
Browning still holds the world’s record for 
continuous fire without a malfunction, and 
the .50 BMG, well, there’s just something 
about Browning .50s and brass-jacketed 
Maxims that will live forever. 

If this well-done video overview was in¬ 
tended as a teaser. I’m teased, and would 
like to see more of the same. However, to 

Continued on page 84 
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9TH ANNUAL SOI 7 CONVENTION AND EXPO 

September 14-18, 1988 
Sahara Hotel, Las Vegas, Nevada 

They say the early bird gets the worm, 
but in 1988 an early bird convention registration 
gets you a One-Year Subscription/Extension to 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine 
That’s a single-copy newsstand value of $36.00. 

But, that’s not all ... by taking advantage of the early bird registration, you guarantee 
yourself a week of unsurpassed action and adventure. Here’s what’s in store for you: 



Three-Gun International Combat Shooting Match 
(running concurrently with convention) 

Patterned after military and police courses, this match 
is designed to test practical skills in rifle, pistol and 
shotgun, with over $60,000 in cash and prizes to the 
winners. For further details and entry fee information, 
send a SASE to: SOF Three-Gun Match 
408 E. Harding 
Bakersfield, CA 93308 

In 1987 SOF was pleased to have the following 
companies participate as match sponsors: Heckler & 
Koch ... Sturm, Ruger ... SiGARMS ... ARMSCORP 
...Springfield Armory ... Taurus International ... Al 
Mar Knives ... Atlantic Research & Marketing Systems. 


1988 SOF CONVENTION 

September 14-18, 1988 

Be a part of the ever-growing SOF Team the SOF 
Conventioneers. For $125.00 you can be a part of the 
team that receives admittance to 12 informative 
seminars; admission to the Awards Banquet, the 
Firepower Demo and the Pugil Stick tournament; a free 
convention T-shirt and admission to the Expo. A total 
value of $229.00; and ali for only $125.00. 

AND, if you register by July 4,1988, you’ll receive a 
one-year subscription/extension to SOLDIER OF 
FORTUNE Magazine. 


1988 SOF EXPOSITION 

September 16-18, 1988 

See over 160 dealers and retailers display and sell top-of-the-line and state-of-the-art military and 
police guns and gear, handmade custom knives, military souvenirs, parachute equipment and other 
items you’ve read about in the pages of SOF. These 160 dealers will show and tell in the beautiful 
Sahara Hotel Space Center. Open to the public Friday, Saturday and Sunday with a $5.00 admission 
fee. This is free to all paid conventioneers. Children 13 and under are not admitted. For exhibit and 
booth information, write: SQF 1988 Exposition • P.O. Box 693• Boulder, Colorado 80306 


Don’t take a chance on missing out on this great event. Take advantage of the early bird registration 
AND receive your free subscription. To register, fill out the coupon below and drop in the mail. Today? 
Thank you! 


1988 SOF CONVENTION EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION FORM 


Hotel Accommodations 

For Room Reservations: Sahara Hotel 1-800-634-6666 

To receive convention rates, you must advise the hotel 
that you will be attending the SOF Convention. 

The Early Bird Room rate is $48.00/night (plus tax) if 
the room is reserved and the first night's deposit is 
received by June 14, 1988. After that date, the rate will 
be $52.00/night. All room reservations must be made 
by August 11, 1988 to guarantee space in the HQ hotel, 

Mail to: SOF 1988 CONVENTION & EXPO 
P.O. BOX 693 
Boulder, CO 80306 


YES! I want to be a part of the SOF 1988 Convention 
and receive my special Early Bird One-Year 
Subscription/Extension to SOF Magazine. 

I understand my registration must be received by July 4, 1988. 

□ Payment enclosed — payable to SOF Convention ’88 

□ MasterCard □ VISA 

Card #_ Exp. Date_ 

Signature___ 

(please print) 

Name:_ 

Address:_ 

City:_State:_Zip Code:_ 
























SOT VIETNAM 

RICHTER’S 

200TH 

MISSION 

Final Flight Over Thud Ridge 

by Hank Brandli 



I N an opening scene from the movie 4 ‘Pla¬ 
toon,” a group of fresh-scrubbed Army 
troops are getting off a plane in South Viet¬ 
nam. At the same time, a group of dishev¬ 
eled, dirty, tired, battle-weary troops are 
leaving. The departing troops, in a kind of 
unison, yell mockingly to the green sol¬ 
diers, “Only 364 days to go!” 

Counting the days left in-country was 
very common in Vietnam, and GIs con¬ 
cocted several humorous and suspenseful 
ways of counting them down. (I’ve often 
wondered why we had to serve only one 
year. I don’t know who decided this — 
Secretary of Defense McNamara, maybe 
Presidents Kennedy or Johnson. I think if 
we’d had to be there for the duration, the 
war might have ended a lot sooner. We 
would have had an incentive to speed things 
along and go home.) When I got to South¬ 
east Asia as a meteorologist, a young cap¬ 
tain with only six years service, my friends 
all had their FIGMO (Finally, or Fuck!, I 
Got My Orders) charts. These were draw¬ 
ings that hung over a bed or desk. There 
were 90-day charts, 60-day charts, 10-day 
charts. Most common were the “30 days 
and a wake-up” charts. You blocked or 
colored the number of days you had left. 
Usually some clever artist had drawn an 
obscene sexual pose of a woman. Her most 
intimate body parts stood for the last three 
days. Sometimes there were men and 
women together in sexual drawings. Of 
course, the last day on these drawings re¬ 
ferred to that part of the male anatomy that 
best signifies the number “one.” 

Shortly after I arrived in Saigon in 1966,1 
was sent to Thailand. At that time the Amer¬ 
ican public wasn’t aware that the bombing 
of North Vietnam was taking place from 
Thailand, not South Vietnam. The bombers 
took off from four Air Force bases in Thai¬ 
land: Khorat, Ubon, Udom and Tahkli. The 
refueling was done by SAC (Strategic Air 
Command) out of Satahib Air Force Base 
south of Bangkok. My job was weather 
forecasting for the 377th Bomb Wing mis¬ 
sions that bombed North Vietnam, Laos and 
northern South Vietnam. I was only there 
for 60 days and met some very unusual 
characters in that short time. 

But this story is not about them. It’s about 
a fresh-scrubbed Air Force Academy grad 
by the name of Lieutenant Karl Richter. He 
was the “coolest” pilot I’d ever met, and I 
mean cool, calm and collected. We had to 
go through an intelligence debriefing with 
all of the bombing pilot returnees. My job 
was to compile weather observation charts. 
This was not an easy job for me or the pilots. 
They were getting shot at by SAM (Surface- 
to-Air Missiles) and other MiG aircraft, and 
we had to make time for a weather report! 
Most guys were so bleary-eyed and bombed 
out, they couldn’t even remember how they 


Lieutenant Karl Richter, the coolest bomber 
pilot the author ever met, volunteered for 
an extra 100 missions, most of them flying 
right into the bowels of North Vietnam. 
Photo: U.S. Air Force Academy 
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AN OFFICER AND A 
WEATHERMAN 

Hank Brandli retired from the U S. 
Air Force as a lieutenant colonel in 
1976, after 16 years service. Hank 
attended Tufts University, the Air War 
College and has two master's degrees 
from the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, one in meteorology and the 
other in aeronautics and astronautics. He 
has written three books and over 150 
technical articles, is the writei/expert on 
military satellites for McGraw-Hill’s 
Encyclopedia of Science, satellite editor 
for the National Weather Digest and a 
Fellow of the American Meteorological 
Society. 


got back safely, never mind what the weath¬ 
er was like. But Karl was different. I loved 
debriefing Karl. He provided me with the 
meteorological intelligence I needed to get 
to the weather central in Saigon. He would 
give me weather reports that were absolute¬ 
ly impressive in their detail and almost al¬ 
ways accurate when compared with weather 
satellite photos. 

Unlike the ground troops, who were over 
there for a year, bomber pilots had a differ¬ 
ent FIGMO chart routine. They had to com¬ 
plete 100 bombing missions, mostly over 
North Vietnam, then they would go home. 
When they got up to 90 missions, the pow- 
ers-that-be tried to make the remaining mis¬ 
sions easier. The OPS officer would sched¬ 
ule a pilot to fly easier bombing missions — 
if there were such things — to reduce the 
chances of getting killed, shot down or 
taken prisoner. The last 10, therefore, were 
in fairly “safe” areas. 

The plane I was most familiar with (there 
were a variety of bombing-, fighting-, straf- 
ing-type jets or prop planes) was the F-105, 
built by Republic Aircraft in New York 
state. I don’t know how many of these par¬ 
ticular fighter-bomber planes they made. I 
do know most of them are probably scat¬ 
tered around in the soil somewhere in 
Southeast Asia. The F-105 was designed as 
a tactical nuclear fighter-bomber, which 
means it should have been armed with nu¬ 
clear gravity bombs. In Southeast Asia and 
in the Vietnam War, the F-105 was not used 
for that. It carried all kinds of conventional 
armament that reconfigured the aircraft de¬ 
sign, enabling the pilots to get the job done. 

I remember the first time I saw an F-105 
on the runway when I landed at Khorat Air 
Force Base. It was the biggest fighter- 
bomber I had ever seen, other than a B-52. 
For some reason it was called the ‘ Thud. ’ ’ I 
don’t know where the name came from. 
Perhaps it was the distinctive noise it made 
when the air brakes were applied. Anyway, 
the pilots loved it. It was a good machine. 

I had become familiar with the name 
Thud because just northwest of Hanoi on 
one of the bombing runs was a narrow tree- 


covered mountain that was easily seen on 
weather satellite photos and could be used to 
pinpoint the weather in the Hanoi/North 
Vietnam bombing area. (At that time, visual 
flight rules were the name of the game.) 
Pilots called this area “Thud Ridge.” This 
paragraph from Colonel Jack Broughton’s 
book Thud Ridge describes the area: 

Starting inland from the Gulf of Tonkin 
side of the buffer zone, the truest outline of 
the hot area runs past the MiG air base at 
Kep, thence past Thai Nguyen and back to 
Yen Bai. The long mountain ridge that orig¬ 
inates about halfway between Thai Nguyen 
and Yen Bai and stretches out like a finger 
pointed to the southeast and aimed at Hanoi 
is Thud Ridge . Thud Ridge because so 
many of our trusty mounts have flown their 
last into its side? Thud Ridge because it 
pretty well split the delta and pointed to 
Hanoi? Thud Ridge because it stood out 
clearly in the hostile land where high-speed, 
low-level fighter pilots needed an anchor, 
and where that comer of the war was re¬ 
served almost exclusively for the Thud driv¬ 
er? Take your choice. I am sure the North 
Vietnamese have their name for it, but Thud 
Ridge it shall ever be in the annals of the 
fighter pilots. 

According to some pilots with World 
War II and Korean War experience, Thud 
Ridge was the most heavily defended area 
ever put together by man. Antiair missiles, 
radar-controlled guns, fighter planes and 
random firing from ground troops; it was 
indeed a nightmare for bomber pilots. Many 
times I heard the confusion, yelling noise 
over the intercom as a pilot talked to another 
on that dreaded trip from Khorat to be re¬ 
fueled before heading into North Vietnam. 


4 ‘He was actually 
going to volunteer 
for another 100 
missions!” 


The designated area of North Vietnam to 
be bombed was called Route Pack 6-A and 
6-B. When there were targets in Route Pack 
6, you knew it was not going to be an easy 
day. As the chief weather officer, I was in 
charge of a group of young forecasters. I 
used to instruct them never to say that the 
weather was going to be great in North 
Vietnam, because the pilots would not sleep 
well. I figured the least we owed them was a 
decent night’s sleep. 

One night in the Khorat officer’s club, a 
real luxury place with one of the longest 
bars in Southeast Asia, I was having a cou¬ 
ple of drinks with Karl. He was coming up 
close to the end of his first 100 missions. 
“You know,” he said, “I love to fly, Ilove 
this place and this whole mission. It doesn’t 
scare me at all. I’m single, a lieutenant, an 



FIGMO (Finally I Got My Orders) charts 
were a favorite way of counting down days 
left in-country. Here is author’s own ‘‘90 
days and a wake-up” chart. 


Air Force Academy grad. ” He told me that 
if he volunteered for another 100 missions 
he could have his career made, maybe all 
the way up to making general. To this I 
replied, “Karl, you’re crazy.” He said he 
wasn’t. Rather pleadingly, I asked, “Is it 
worth the risk?” He said it was. He was 
actually going to volunteer for another 100 
missions! I couldn’t believe it. Even though 
the last 10 of the first 100 were easy, this 
meant he had another 90 to go, plus another 
10. And flying most of them right into the 
bowels of North Vietnam. 

When my temporary duty assignment in 
Khorat, Thailand, was over, I was reas¬ 
signed back to Saigon to the weathpr central 
as a weather satellite analyst. I, like many 
people in Southeast Asia, followed Karl 
Richter’s adventures. Karl’s FIGMO chart 
wasn’t a day chart, it was a “mission count¬ 
er” — 120, 130, 140, etc. We all kept track 
of him. Not so that it detracted from our 
FIGMO charts, but every once in a while 
someone would ask how Karl was doing. 
He was having no problems! He was up to 
190 missions; only 10 “easy” ones re¬ 
mained. The operations people were now 
going to really try to give Karl the safest 
targets. Of course, one has to remember that 
Karl was used to flying the toughest mis¬ 
sions in the world. Maybe “easier” was 
anathema to him. Maybe Karl should have 
been given only hard targets. 

I was working one morning in the base 
weather station in Saigon with my weather 
satellite pictures when a voice announced 
over the loudspeaker that Karl’s aircraft had 
received ground fire over Laos and he had to 
bail out. This also happened to be mission 
number 200 for him — his very last flight. 
He had already made preparations to return 
home to his family after this extended ser¬ 
vice in Vietnam. 

Continued on page 77 
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“OLD RELIABLES” 

Continued from page 47 

It started getting hot as units made con¬ 
tact. I could see puffs of white smoke from 
TOW simulators coming from both sides of 
the valley. Our radio was jammed with sit- 
reps and other chatter. “Ran into a close- 
range ambush we couldn’t handle,” one 
unit reported, “then they flanked us. 
They’re pushing us into the valley.” 

“Indian 28 — what are you doing?” 
Holtkamp demanded. 

“Working on an antitank platoon to my 
rear,” came the harried response. 

Platoons were now engaged in TOW- 
versus-TOW fights all across the ridgelines 
and in the valley. We slowly worked our 
way forward through the EA, then dropped 
into a deep and wide gully running up the 
valley. We knew it had to be covered, 
but.... 

Puff of white smoke — a Dragon em¬ 
placement on the lip of the gully had us dead 
to rights. A SAW (Squad Automatic 
Weapon) cut loose around the next bend if 
we weren’t already dead enough. Well, it 
was only a training exercise — fortunately. 
(And I never did find out who won that case 
of beer.) 

Later that evening, while the sun was 
setting, the wind howling and the tempera¬ 
ture dropping (perfect time to get the worst 
answers from a group of grunts), I sounded 


out an infantry squad about their life in the 
Army. Did they like it? Except for garrison 
duty, yes. They came in for a variety of 
reasons: to defend their country, a chance to 
gain some “grow-up” experience, to take 
advantage of the GI bill. How’d they like 
the motorized infantry concept? “Oh man! 
Much better to ride, then dismount and walk 
a couple of Ks.” (Troops are always adept 
at cutting to the heart of any doctrine.) How 
about their officers? Rated 7-8 out of 10: 
“Most are real good but a few are jerks.” 
(Same response you’d get about managers 
in a civvy corporation.) Are they more in¬ 
terested in you or the tactical mission? 
“Hey, the tactical mission! That’s what 
they’re supposed to do!” (So much for the 
“me first” 1980s generation.) Can you go 
to war and beat the Russians? “Are you 
kidding? We’ll kick their ass!” (Fight out¬ 
numbered and win is the concept today, and 
it’s that attitude that’ll do it.) 

Except for the normal bitching you hear 
from all field soldiers in Uncle Sam’s 
Army, so far I’d heard nothing but upbeat 
from every officer, NCO and soldier I’d 
met. These guys, it seemed, really liked the 
Army and their units and, from my observa¬ 
tions, were bloody good at what they did. 

After quick visits with the 268th Assault 
Helicopter Battalion (from the Division’s 
Air Cav Brigade) and the 99th Forward Sup¬ 
port Battalion, I linked up with Lieutenant 
Colonel Greg Camp’s 2-1 Infantry, where I 
spent most of the remainder of my visit. 


At that time 2-1 was undergoing TOW 
Table V, a culmination of TOW crew train¬ 
ing similar to the tank gunneiy qualification 
course, this after recently coming off of an 
intensive six-day exercise evaluation run by 
3rd Brigade in which the battalion was, in 
effect, run through wartime missions — 
mostly at night — for a straight 144 hours. 
Lieutenant Colonel Camp and his troops 
were proud of what they had accomplished 
and learned about themselves during those 
nearly sleepless six days, as was their boss. 
Col. Adams. 

I followed 2-1 three-man TOW crews 
through Table V as they engaged nine 
targets from six firing points. It was all 
MILES, and MILES was not infallible. 
Crews were dead certain of some hits, yet 
targets failed to respond and controllers re¬ 
corded misses. After some extensive testing 
and troubleshooting (which included simply 
wiping Yakima dust off target sensors), the 
hit ratio rose, as did gunners’ morale. 

We eventually shifted over to the TOW 
live-fire range, where five lucky gunners 
would have a chance to send a practice 
(non-warhead) TOW downrange. Because 
of cost restrictions, TOW gunners, I was 
told, were lucky to fire one practice TOW a 
year, if that. The two I watched fire were 
two direct-center hits; the gunners’ excite¬ 
ment was probably exceeded by LTC 
Camp’s, although everyone kept that typi¬ 
cal Army low-key attitude when something 
really good happens. 


Only This Genuine Gurkha KUKRI Knife- 

Comes With The Documents 


YES , Please RUSH me: 

_ Genuine KUKRI 


Knives x $19.95 = _ 
Shipping & Ins. ($2.75) . 


($5.00 for Alaska, Hawaii & Canada) 
TOTAI__ 


(By check or Money Order) 

Name _ 

Address _._ ( _ 

City _ 

Zip- 



Now you can get 
all the heavy duty, 
chopping power the 
famous Gurkha merce¬ 
naries have relied on all 
over the world from Gallipoli 
to the Faulkland Islands. Put 
it on display or depend on it for 
hard use! Great for survival prepared¬ 
ness, for hunting and camping, and 
popular with military knife collectors. The fearsome 12 
long blade is hand forged so it will take a keen edge. 

Full tang for extra strength with traditional, native hardwood 
handles. Overall—17”, Weight—1 lb., 6 oz. Brand new! Direct 
from the current Government Contractor in India complete with 
issue leather sheath, 2 accessory knives, ordnance drawing and 
spec sheet and a copy of the actual Government Contract. 

Order No. l-LM-120......AH for only $19.95 


That Prove Its Authentic 

Here’s What You Get 
With Each Genuine KUKRI 

© Standard Leather Sheath 
With Wood Lining, 
Brass Fitting & Leather Frog 


VISA, MasterCard 
Am. Exp., 
or C.O.D. Welcome 

Call 

TOLL-FREE 

1-800-241-3595 

Ga. Rodents Call (404) 922-3700 

Order No. 1-LM-120 


1BEWARE 
OF FAKE8 J 



State 


□ Send me your FREE catalog of hard-to-got, 
hardworking knives & knifemaking supplies. 


Send Your 
Order To: 


£ 


AtlAntA Box 839 LM 
CUTLERY Conyers, Ga 30207 


Most other KUKRI 
knives being sold 
that we know of 
are decorative 
phonies. You can be 
sure that our 
KUKRIS are 
genuine military 
issue with the 
documents to back 
them up. Atlanta 
Cutlery is the 
ONLY importer of 
genuine military 
issue KUKRIS. 


® KUKRI From Current 
Government Contractor 


© Detailed, 6-page 
Government Contract 


Used, for centuries, this sacred weapon 
is still carried by j 
the famous Gurkha s&s 

mercenaries. 
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KAUFMAN’S SPRING SALE 


HEADWEAR 


□ Jungle Hats - US Military Issue • 

■ Brass Screened ___ I 

Eyelets 


MILITARY GOODS CATALOG - 



These “Boonie Hats” x ■ Cartridge Holder Hat Band 

are the real thing!! (except Dessert Camo) 

Choose between: 

L Woodland pattern camouflage. Gl ripstop: 100*. cotton as used in 

Vietnam Genuine fit . . . S14.00/each. 

Ti Woodland Pattern camo, army’s latest issue; 50% cotton/50% 

nylon Genuine Gl . S12.25/each. 

J Desert camouflage: just issued to the U.S. Rapid Deployment 

Forces, 50% cotton/50% nylon: Genuine Gl. S14.00/each. 

□ Olive Drab (OD) Green; 100% cotton Gl ripstop as used in early 
Vietnam. Genuine Gl S12.25/each. 

Khaki |tan|-100 cottonnpslotrnuartetonnlilnryspecsi...S12. 25/each. 
The following jungle hats are our finest quality commercially made 
copies at S7.00/each. Select: 1 Woodland Camouflage Pattern 

*ft**«fr rj stsstmr Panern 

M7»):Xl (7%). g Black 


□ US Navy Style Commander’s 
Cap with‘Scrambled 
Egg’Visor- 

This cap features a mesh back 
and fully adjustable headband ^ 
to fit all heads comfortably. 

Choose: Navy Blue or 
Black S5.75/each. 1 

□ GIUSMC Fatigue Hat- 

Specify: Woodland Camo or Olive Drab / 

(00) Green. S.M.L.XL S5.95/each. 


V u rn, 



□ Black Commando 
Dog Tag Set - 

(A Kaufman’s Exclusive): 2 Gl stainless 
fags, specially treated to be non glare flat black plus 2 
black (4” and 24") ball chains $6.00/set 

□ Regulation Gl Dog Tags 

set of 2 stainless steel tags and 2 

stainless chains (4" and 24"). ... J4.00/iet 

Want us to print them’ WE’LL PRINT ANYTHING up to 6 lines and 15 
spaces per line. 

□ PriiHig. .. illy $1.50 per fay ($3.00 pir uQ. 

PLEASE, NO DOG TAG IMPRINTING ORDERS BY TELEPHONE. 


Battle Dress Uniforms 

Adjustable Waist Tab 

■ 6 Pockets 
(Thigh Pockets ■ 4 Large 
Are Bellowed) Bellow 

Style Pockets' 

Tel us your chest, height, 
and waist measurements 
whan ordering. Choose from: 

□ Woodland Pattern Camouflage - 

50% cotton/50% nylon. Army's latest 
issue; Brand New. 

Specify; Jacket or Pants 


Athletic Bundeswehr 
Tank Top - 


These light-weight 100% cot¬ 
ton tank tops are genuine issue 
to the West German military 
troops to wear during physical 
training exercises. "Bunde- 
swehr" (the name of the West 
German Army) is proudly em¬ 
broidered above their crest on the 
front of the shirt. This comfor¬ 
table, cool. European tank top is 
stylish, avant-garde, and perfect 
to wear while working out or re¬ 
laxing in the summer sun. Brand 
new. 

Sizes: XS, S, M, L, XL 
Choose: White, or Bfack 
shirt *11.95/880(1: 

2 for >23.00. 


□ Angle Head Flashlite - 

This is the heavy duty olive 
drab plastic flashi ght issued to all mintary units. 

The flashlight is waterproof, non-glarei and features 
different lenses which can be easily installed or 
removed. It can clip onto the belt or suspender 
for hands free operation: operates on 2 
standard D cell batteries and comes 
complete with a spare bulb. Brand 
new, sold In the Gi box. 

Specify: OBve Drab (OD) 

Green or Black 
$6.50/each; 

2 for SI 2.25. 




□ USAF Flight Jacket- 


All In-Stock 
Items Shipped Within 
24 Hours. 


SATISFACTION 

GUARANTEED 


ORDER TOLL FREE 
1 - 800 - 545-0933 

9 to 7 Mountain Time 


— ATHLETIC CAMOUFLAGE — 


□ Camouflage T-Shirts - 

50% cotton/50% polyester. Choose from; 

□ Woodland Crew (Round) Neck 

□ Tiger Stripe Crew (Round) Neck 
O Desert Pattern Crew (Round) Neck' 

Specify Size: S, M, L, XL .. $7.00/each; 

or any 3 shirts for $18.00. 


□Jogging Shorts- 

50% cotton/50% polyester 

Sizes are from S to XL. 

Tell us your waist size 
when ordering $6.50/each 

Woodland Camouflage Pattern 
Desert Camouflage Pattern 
Olive Orab (OD) Green 



□ Hot Weather. 100% Cotton Ripstop Woodland 
Camouflage Pattarn - latest issue to ail US services 
for hot weather use (Regular lengths only. 

Specify: Jacket or Pants . . S30.D0/each: S59.00/set. 

□ Oay Desert Pattern Camouflage 50% cotton/50% nylon Latest 

issue to Airborne Troops of the Rapid Development Force Brand New 
Specify: Jacket or Pants . S32.00/each: S63.00/ set. 

□ Olive Orab (OD) Green - 100% cotton, ripstop; as used in early Viet¬ 
nam. Current Gl manufacture. Brand New. 

Specify: JackBt or Pants S30.QQ/each; $59.00/set. 

□ Sortd Black - a favorite of SWAT teams, these fatigues were manufac¬ 
tured in the US by a government contractor to military specs 50% cot¬ 
ton/5D% nylon. Regular lengths only (no longs). 

Specify: Jacket or Pants .$32 OQ/each; S63.00/set. 

□ Tiger StripB Pattern Camouflage - Commercial Manufacture - these 
are made by a US Government contractor to military specs. The tiger 
stripe pattern is true. Regular lengths only (no longs). 

Specify: Jacket or Pants S32.00/each; S63.00/set. 

□ Urban Camouflage Partem - 50% cotton/50% polyester, made to 
gov t specs, the pattern is identical to the Gl woodland but the colore are 
black, grays and white. Regular lengths only 

Specify: Jacket or Pants . . S32.00/each; S63.00/ set. 


Long Lengths - add $3.00 pants or jacket; $5.75/set. 



,S30.00/each: 
. S59.00/sel. 


SHIPPING 


Please include appropriate shipping costs from chart below with each 
order. Amounts shown include costs of postage, packaging, insurance 
and handling. 

Orders up to $10.00 $3 00 

Orders from $10.01 to 20.00 3.75 

Orders from $20.01 to 35.00 4 50 

Orders from $35.01 to 50.00 5 25 

Orders from $50.01 to 70.00 6.25 

Orders from $70.01 to 90.00 7.25 

Orders over $90.00 8.00 

Canadian Orders-Send Double Amount Indicated. 


These flight jackets are issued 
to military fliers and are 
des gnated Type MAI for Inter¬ 
meddle Cold. (This means that 
it is the medium weigh! jacket, 
designed for comfort in a temp¬ 
erature zone of about 20 to 
55 FL Lock for the military designation, sizes srd stock numbers inside the 
left pocket The outer shell and lining are 100% nylon making the jacket 
completely wind and waterproot. The interlining is TGG% polyester fiberfill 
for the highest degree cf warmth per ounce. This jacket is reversible, outside 
in your choice of either sage green or blue and the inside is survival orange, 
it features: two hip pockets outside as well as inside, sewn pen and pencil 
holders plus zlppered easy access storage pocket in the left sleeve. This a 
snappy, convenient, warm, (utfy functional jacket and it happens to be the 
latest fashion trend. Specify: 

■ Sage Breen ir Btie Skell - Regilar Lugth Oily. 

Sizes: XS. S. M, L XL... $54.75/eack. 

■ Black [lylta skell] ir Cznaitlzfe (50% cittii/50% 

ayln skell) - Regifar Ltigfi Oily. 

Sizes: XS. S, M. L XL..... $54.75/eack. 


WHEN IN NEW YORK CITY VISIT OUR 
ORIGINAL STORE AT 319 W.42ND ST., 
NEAR TIMES SQUARE. 

(PRICES MAY VARY AT NYC STORE) 


* V WEST.* 

ARMY&NAVY GOODS 

We’re America’s Army and Navy Store!! 

ORDER TOLL FREE-1-800-545-0933 

(505) 293-2300 

Dept. A-304 1660 Eubank NE Albuquerque. NM 87112 



CAMOUFLAGE 


Camouflage Face Paint - 

Each metal tube contains 2 colors of facepaint which can be easily 
removed with soap and water. Current military issue. 

Choose: Woodland Camo (green & loam); desert camo (light green & 
sand); snow camo (white & loam). S3.00/tube: 3 tubes for $8.00 



Commando Camouflage 
Headnet - Spandoflage 


Expandable camouflage mesh fits comfortably on any size head. Cool in 
summer, warm in winter, this revolutionary new mesh material can be 
cut (but will not unravel) to form eye-holes for the comfort of eyeglass 
wearers. 

Choose: Woodland Camouflage, Desert Camouflage or 

Solid Black. . , .... ....... ... $5.75/each: 2 lor $11.25 





















































































NEW DIRECTIONS IN QUALITY SURVIVAL 
GEAR FROM BRIGADE QUARTERMASTERS 



TRAVEL AID 
EVER-TRUST 4-IN-1. 

Four Hi-Tech Survival Tools 
In a Single Palm-Sized 
Clam Shell Case. 

Indispensable technological features 
include an accurate, liquid-filled pre¬ 
cision compass with azimuth bezel 
ring. LCD digital alarm. LCD digital ther¬ 
mometer. Heliograph signalling sur¬ 
vival mirror affixed to inner lid of the 
high impact resin case. Closed size: 
3- 7 /e" X 2- 3 /e" X1Made in Japan. 
Naim $29.95 





WOODLAND WOOL CAMO FIELD BERET 

100% Virgin Wool printed in Woodland camo pattern and sewn to 
oversize for snappier draping. Has clutch guard to cover insignia 
spring clips, adjustable draw-string, brass venting eyelets, rain/sweat 
band, quilted satin liner. Made in USA. 

G5935101 $ 9*95 

Gl COMBAT BOOTS 

Save $45 on Slightly 
“Off Spec” Marine/Army 
Issue Boots 


T RAC-SHUNsuper grip soles 
shed stones/mud and resist 
cuts, abrasions, oil and chemi¬ 
cals. Other features: Silicone 
treated leather and seams. Spe 
Cambrelle® faced ventilating insole. Replaceable heel. Increased 
length 10". Uncle Sam’s pick/ inspectors save you big bucks. 
Sizes: 7-13 Whole only. Reg or Wides (4 lb). 

F08569 Res $80-90 "OFF SPEC” ONLY $ 39.95 


KNIFESAF Quick Access 
Blade and Document Leg Strap 

Elastic band with Velcro® closures 
assures safe secure, comfortable and 
convenient leg carry for your boot or 
belt clip knife?Attached nylon pack- 
cloth pocket holds cash ID, other 
documents. Black only. (2oz) 

KLS750 

$ 12.95 


VIETNAM STYLE 
WRISTWATCH 

Historic timepiece has an Olive Drab 
plastic case housing a water resistant 
unbreakable mainspring moement 
tested to 80'. Has official 12/24 military 
hour dial. One year TIMEX guarantee. 

HWK-12 $19.95 


FhE WORLD’S MOST COMPLETE ~1 
ACTION GEAR CATALOG, $2.00. 

YES! Enclosed is mv $2 Bucks. Send 
me the latest Action Gear Catalog, and 
put me on your mailing list. 

Name- 


Address _ 


_ State _ 
_ Phone_ 


Brigade 


Quartermasters 

ACTION 

GEAR M 


1025 Cobb International Blvd. Dep't. 60D 
Kennesaw, Georgia 30144-4349 


GERMAN MILITARY QUALITY EQUIPMENT 


TRADITIONAL GERMAN AIR FORCE FLIGHT JACKET made of 
heavy duty kid leather. Traditional Ger¬ 
man Luftwaffe greyblue color, signal- 
orange sateen lining. 4 pockets + pencil 
holder + zipper pocket on left sleeve. Full 
length heavy duty front zipper, knit collar, 
cuffs, and waist band. An elegant jacket 
of unlimited service life. Available in 
American sizes 34-50. With or without 
national emblems. $219. 

GERMAN FALLSCHIRMJAGER JUMP BOOTS. The world’s 
best! Leather-lined ankle and leg-padding, supporting heel cap, 



TRADITIONAL GERMAN JACKBOOTS. Well approved in 
WWI+WWII and still used by the West 
German Army. 14” high leg, Waterproof. 
Boots of German workmanship. Include foot 
outline with your order, please. Sizes 6-13. 
.$135. 



GERMAN FALLSCHIRMJAGER COMBAT 
PANTS. Heavy tearproof moleskin. 5 pckts, 
2 cargo pckts, Stonegrey-olive. Advise 
waist+height with your order. Sizes 3446 

(corresponding to waist measurements 32”42 ,! )... .$49. 

TRADITIONAL GERMAN MOUNTAIN TROOP M-43 FIELD CAP. 
completely waterproof. These are only few characteristics of these Grey cloth. With ear flaps and Edelweiss flower on the side. Sizes 

high-grade quality boots. Sizes 6-13.. — ,. ... $139. 6 3 /4*7%.. . ..$35, 

Orders Shipped Within 24 Hours. Refund, if items returned in original condition within 30 days. Payment: Money Order or Certified 
Check. Postage + insurance extra: Orders up to $50 + $12. — up to $99 + $18. — over $100 + 22. 

THEDEMA • P.O. BOX 95 • 8173 Bad Heilbrunn • West Germany 


As I’d done throughout my stay, I spent 
hours talking with anyone who would talk 
back. Results were the same: a little bitch¬ 
ing here and there (something would really 
be wrong if I hadn’t heard any of that), but 
upbeat and, to borrow from the Marines, as 
gung ho as any line units I’d ever seen. 

In the evenings, LTC Camp and I had 
some long chats about what the Army was 
like back in the Vietnam era (we’d both 
pulled our tours at roughly the same time) 
and what it was now. “Night and day,” he 
said. “Troops are more intelligent, they’re 
coming in for different reasons; and if you 
look after them, let them know what the 
mission is and give them the leeway to carry 
it out, they’ll give you 100 percent — and 
more. ” I hoped the Army had a lot of battal¬ 
ion COs like that one. 

I checked out with Col. Adams on my last 
morning with 3rd Brigade. Yakima’s ever¬ 
present, bone-chilling wind cut through me 
as we stood near a battalion after-action 
review, and he asked if I had found the 
answer to my questions of the first day we’d 
met: “Could his troops fight — and win — 
on the battlefield?” 

Based upon my four years of combat and 
10-plus in the military, I believe my answer 
had a good foundation: “Yes, colonel,” I 
told him. “I think they can.” 

Special thanks to 1LT R.C. Brewer, 9th 
ID (Mtz) Public Affairs , for his help — and 
patience — in compiling this article . ^ 


PRC PISTOLS 

Continued from page 61 

and clear the pistol. Set the safety lever to 
‘ ‘fire. 5 ’ Pull down on the front of the trigger 
guard and press to the side. Pull the slide 
fully rearward and lift the rear end off the 
frame. Ease the slide forward and off the 
barrel. Separate the recoil spring from the 
barrel. To remove the one-piece red plastic 
grip assembly, just unscrew the single re¬ 
taining screw on the backstrap and slide the 
grip rearward. No further disassembly is 
usually required. Reassemble in the reverse 
order. Install the recoil spring with the 
smaller diameter end toward the chamber. 

Handling characteristics are about what 
one would expect for a large “pocket” pis¬ 
tol. As pistols go down in size, so, most 
often and unfortunately, do their sights. A 
fixed blade front sight and open square- 
notch rear (adjustable for windage zero only 
by drifting in its dovetail slot on the slide) 
are no more than adequate for the close- 
range capabilities of this pistol. A check¬ 
ered and slightly raised rib between the 
sights serves no practical purpose. 

Grip-to-frame angle is ergonomically 
correct and does not impede target acquisi¬ 
tion. The frame is large enough to 
accommodate a normal-sized hand. Per¬ 
ceived recoil is hardly a consideration when 
we drop to these energy levels. At 7 meters 
or less, both hit probability and accuracy 
potential match those of other pistols in this 


74 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


APRIL 88 












































class. In stopping power this cartridge 
should fall somewhere between the .380 
ACP and the 9mm Parabellum, although 
performance is diminished by its Full Metal 
Jacket projectile. Reliability is high. If 
cleaned and maintained properly, there will 
be no stoppages attributable to the pistol. 

PRC Type 64 Pistol 

Even in an army without recognized 
rank, someone must lead the charge up the 
hill. As cavalry sabers are no longer in 
vogue, pistols will suffice to identify those 
in control. If they serve no other function, 
then the smaller they are, the better. Could 
there be any other reason for the PLA’s 
adoption in 1964 of the Type 64 pistol and 
its truly pipsqueak 7.62x17mm cartridge? I 
can’t think of any. 

The Type 64 pistol is a plain and simple 
copy of the Walther PPK. It should not be 
confused with the more well-known Type 
64 suppressed pistol, which, although 
chambered for the same cartridge, can be 
fired single shot from a locked breech or 
semiautomatic by unlocked blowback. 
Manufactured at arsenal Number 66 in 
Mukden, Manchuria, with the exception of 
the magazine, springs, plastic grip panels 
and some internal parts, the Type 64’s com¬ 
ponents are all fabricated from milled forg¬ 
ings. All the steel parts have been salt blued. 

Blowback-operated with a double-action 
trigger mechanism, the Type 64 pistol is 6.2 
inches in overall length, with a total height 
of 4.12 inches and a maximum thickness of 
only 1 inch. The 3.46-inch pinned barrel has 
a chrome-plated bore and chamber with four 
grooves and a right-hand twist of one turn in 
9.6 inches. Total weight, empty, is 19.68 
ounces. 

In addition to the caliber and dimensions, 
there are a few differences between the 
Type 64 and the Walther PPK. The slide- 
stop/ejector, although identical in opera¬ 
tion, has a different configuration. The 
Type 64’s hammer is not ringed. The trigger 
mechanism has been somewhat simplified. 
The Type 64’s red plastic grip panels are 
more rounded at the heel and embellished 
with a Chinese character (signifying 1 Au¬ 
gust 1927 — birthdate of the PLA) inside a 
five-pointed star and a scroll pattern at the 
bottom. The slide-mounted manual safety’s 
“fire” and “safe” positions are those of the 
Type 59 (Makarov). There is no loaded- 
chamber indicator. 

The fixed-blade front sight and open 
square-notch rear sight (adjustable for 
windage zero only by drifting in its slotted 
dovetail on the slide) are of the conventional 
type. The sight radius is 4.7 inches. 

Trigger pull weights range from 3 to 6 
pounds in single-action to about 14 pounds 
in double-action. Trigger movement prior 
to hammer release is 0.24 inches in single¬ 
action and twice that in double-action. 

There is nothing imaginative about the 
Type 64 pistol, with one exception. The 
chamber is fluted with four helical grooves 
of the same twist as the bore. Why? Certain¬ 
ly not to ease extraction, as is the intent of 
the longitudinal flutes in the chambers of the 


PRODUCT WARNING 
AND RECALL NOTICE 


Safeties on M1AS/M14S, mi Carands, 
and Beretta bm-59s 
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If you own an M14 type rifle, an 
Ml Garand type rifle, or a Beretta 
BM-59 rifle, a certain quantity 
could contain safeties that can be 
disengaged by applying an 
abnormal amount of force to the 
trigger, thus overriding the safety. 
The guns will not fire when the 
safety is overridden in this 
manner, but they will fire when 
the trigger is released and pulled 
again under normal pressure. 

If you possess a Springfield 
Armory, Inc. MIA, Ml Garand, or 
Beretta BM-59, you are urged to 
perform the following inspection 
procedure. (Note: before 
beginning, be sure to unload rifle 
and point muzzle in a safe 
direction): 

1 Begin test procedure with 
safety in normal "off" position (see 
figure #1); 

2 Engage the safety (see figure 
# 2 ); 

3 Using one or two hands, pull 
the trigger very hard, then 


release it. Repeat this procedure 
several times (see figure #3); 

4 If at any time during this test 
procedure you detect any forward 
movement in the safety, remove 
only the trigger group and return 
it to Springfield Armory, Inc. (see 
figure #4) 

WARNING: If during the above 
test procedure the safety moves 
forward on your rifle, you are 
urged to remove only the trigger 
group and return it immediately 
to Springfield Armory using either 
of the following procedures: 

A. Write to Springfield Armory 
requesting special mailing label, 
shipping container, and return 
instructions. Write to: 

SPRINGFIELD ARMORY, INC. 
RE-5, 420 West Main Street 
Geneseo, n 61254 

B. Or, call Springfield Armory on 
this Toll Free number and request 
return instructions: 1-800-223- 
5708. Illinois residents call collect: 
(309) 944-5631 


MIA BOltS 


TOP 


Some MIA bolts manufactured by 
Springfield Armory, Inc. might not 
function reliably, if you 
have a Springfield 
Armory MIA bolt with 
any of the following 
identification 
markings, contact 
Springfield Armory, Inc., as 
outlined in steps A or B above 
to arrange for replacement, 

The bolts in question are marked 
as follows: 

A. No numerical or alphabetical 
characteristics on either top or 
back of bolt (completely 
unmarked): 

B. Any bolt with any numerical or 
alphabetical markings at all on the 



back of the bolt; 

C. Any bolt with the top marked 
“7790185" and with ”SA RRR" 
centered below that number; 

D. Any bolt with the top 
marked ”790185" and with 
back "SA" centered below that 
fy' number. 

Springfield Armory, Inc. 
regrets any inconvenience 
caused by the return of any 
firearm affected by this notice. 
Repairs will be completed in the 
shortest possible time, and all 
service, parts, and shipping costs 
will be the responsibility 
of Springfield fe. 

Armory, Inc. .» 




420 West Main St., Geneseo, IL 61254 


Safety and instruction manuals available from Springfield Armory. 
Always wear eve and ear protection when using any firearm. 
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DELTA GROUP LTD. Proudly Presents The Most Informative, 
Action-Packed Video Available: 

FIRESTORM 

HOW TO HANDLE & FIRE FULLY AUTOMATIC WEAPONS 

Featuring Peter G. Kokalis, Technical Editor of SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
Magazine and a military small arms analyst to countries around the globe, 
this video brings you detailed information, explosive action scenes and 
exciting personal experiences which show you the secrets of full auto! 

Peter Kokalis has assembled an expert team of professional soldiers who 
take you step by step through a demonstration of: 

Submachine Guns • Assault Rifles • Light Machine Guns 
• Medium & Heavy Machine Guns 

If you want to increase your 
knowledge and confidence, 
you can't afford to be without 
this video. For only $69.95 
(plus $3.00 shipping and 
handling) you can be on your 
way to joining the elite group 
of men who call themselves 
experts. Ordering is easy — 
use our toll-free number to 
place your credit card order: 
1-800-433-3947. We honor 
VISA, MasterCard and 
American Express. 




Shoots 68 Cal. Paint Ball 

Overall Length 12%” 

Barrel 6%” 

Velocity 280 fps 
(may vary on the climate) 

Ten Ball Magazine 

Rapid Fire Pump Action 

Brass Upper and 
Lower Barrel and Caps 

Finish in Black Oxidized 

Comes with Pistol Grip and 
Rifle Stock 


Guaranteed 

lowest 

price 

on 

paint 

pellets! 


WAR GAMES AIR GUN SUPPLY 

3876 Midhurst Lane — Mississauga, Ontario L4Z 1C7 — (416) 848-4844 

Dealers and Distributors Inquiries Welcome 


Heckler & Koch series of weapons. Operat¬ 
ing within a modest chamber pressure range 
of 17,000 to 20,000 pounds per square inch 
(psi), the 7.62x17mm.cartridge is neverthe¬ 
less almost 150 fps faster out of the muzzle 
than the .32 ACP round. Furthermore, the 
Type 64’s slide has slightly less mass than 
that of the Walther PPK. Together, this is 
just enough to cause premature blowback. 
When the case expands into the chamber’s 
helical flutes, the increase in the coefficient 
of friction is enough to retard extraction 
until pressures have dropped to a safe level. 
A clever solution which requires no increase 
in the pistol’s weight. 

By anyone’s standards this cartridge has 
to be marginal for self-defense. Unless 
placed between the eyes, it may only serve 
to infuriate your opponent. Hit probability 
and accuracy potential with the Type 64 are 
both acceptable at the close ranges for 
which this pistol was designed. Perceived 
recoil and muzzle whip are, again, of little 
consequence. Rugged and dependable, 
there were no stoppages of any kind 
throughout the course of SOF’s test and 
evaluation. All in all, rather humdrum, but 
the PRC’s most recent handgun proved to be 
a more intriguing affair. 

PRC Type 77 Pistol 

In 1977 the PL A adopted another lillipu- 
tian sidearm in caliber 7.62x17mm, 
although the design was not Finalized until 
1978 and the Final tooling study did not end 
until 1981. Currently in series production, 
the Type 77 pistol weighs only 17.6 ounces, 
empty, and has a total length of 5.9 inches. 
At seven rounds, the magazine capacity is 
identical to the Type 64. Type 77 magazines 
appear to be scaled-down versions of the 
Czech Vz 52 magazine. Method of opera¬ 
tion remains unlocked blowback. The 
majority of the components are salt blued, 
milled steel forgings. The one-piece wrap¬ 
around black plastic grips are marked with a 
single Five-pointed star in a circle on each 
side. There is decorative scrollwork molded 
into the bottom of the grips, which are re¬ 
tained by a single screw. A small lanyard 
ring has been attached to the heel of the 
frame. 

The pinned barrel is also a duplicate of 
the Type 64’s: 3.46 inches in length, 
chrome-plated chamber and bore, four 
grooves with a right-hand twist of one turn 
in 9.6 inches. The four helical chamber 
flutes remain as well. 

The magazine catch-release is located on 
the left side of the frame behind the trigger. 
Although the Fixed-blade front sight has a 
forward taper, the open square-notch rear 
sight is that of the Type 64. 

However, at this point the similarities 
end. Type 77 pistols are hammeriess. A 
projection on the Firing pin engages the sear 
directly. Pulling the trigger drops the sear, 
which releases the spring-loaded Firing pin 
to strike the primer. Trigger pull weight on 
the test specimen was 6 pounds. The manual 
safety, mounted on the left side of the 
frame, blocks the sear and also serves as a 
disassembly lever (after the lever has been 
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rotated downward, the disassembly proce¬ 
dures follow those of the Types 59/64). The 
ejector is permanently attached to the left 
side of the frame. There is no slide stop or 
hold-open device. 

The Type 77’s most unique feature is the 
two-piece trigger guard, the upper portion 
of which can be used to retract the slide and 
charge the pistol. When the trigger finger is 
placed on the outside of the trigger guard 
and pressed rearward, the trigger guard en¬ 
gages a spring-loaded hook on the slide. 
This pushes the slide back to open the 
breech and cock the firing mechanism. As 
the slide reaches the end of its rearward 
travel, the hook hits a lug on the frame 
(directly under the barrel), separating the 
slide from the trigger guard, freeing it to fly 
forward, propelled by its recoil spring, and 
chamber a round. 

We must go back more than 80 years to 
find the origins of this concept. One-hand 
cocking and loading was first used in the 
prototype White-Merril pistol entered in the 
U.S. trials of 1907. It is practical, however, 
only if the caliber is small and the recoil 
spring is thus easily compressed. It was 
adapted in 1913 by a Swiss, Chylewski, for 
a caliber 6.35mm (.25 ACP) pocket pistol. 
Marketed initially by Bergmann, it was 
placed into series production in Germany 
during the 1920s as the Lignose Einhand. 

Very little remains to be invented when it 
comes to firearms. Modem small arms, 
from the Galil rifle to the FN Minimi (M249 
SAW), are usually the more or less success¬ 
ful combination of previous designs. 

There were no stoppages of any kind dur¬ 
ing SOF’s test and evaluation of the diminu¬ 
tive Type 77 pistol. Accurate and reliable, 
it’s every bit as well executed as the other 
weapons SOF tested at the PL A Small Arms 
Research Institute. Lightweight, compact 
and very concealable, the Type 77 should 
find great favor with the high-ranking offi¬ 
cers and Public Security personnel for 
whom it was obviously designed. As for 
me, I’ll continue to pack a .45. ^ 


200TH MISSION 

Continued from page 71 

Karl’s wingman had seen the chute! Air 
rescue was alerted and sent in the * ‘Jolly 
Green Giants” to pick him up. Everyone 
was glued to the loudspeakers. It was a 
routine mission. I think Karl had bailed out 
once before and had been picked up safely. 
Many pilots had found themselves in that 
situation. The air rescue teams were excel¬ 
lent. These guys were the cream of the crop, 
dedicated to saving each and every pilot. 
General McGoff, the base OPS officer, was 
very concerned and followed the search 
mission minute by minute. We all stood and 
waited for the report. There was silence — 
then a voice shattered the silence — Karl 
had been picked up .. . but he was dead! 

His parachute had landed in a tree in such 
a way that Karl’s neck had been broken. He 
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TERRORISM: 



THE THIRD 
WORLD WAR 

D-3 2-COLOR 



D-4 2-COLOR 


T-SHIRTS $9.95 SWEAT SHIRTS $14.95 
ALL ITEMS AVAILABLE IN S M L AND XL 

MAIL TO: DIP PflOOUCflOMS 

P.a SOX 2461. WARNER ROSINS. OA 31099 


PAYMINT; VTSA_MASrWCAPC_CHECK/MONEY 

ORDER 

C*BO0 _ 


DIP. DATE 


NAME _ 
ADOBE SS 


CITY _ STATE/Z*. 


STYLE# 

CIRCLE ONE 

QTY 

SIZE 

PRICE 

TOTAL 
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SHIPPIN 

G &H/ 

IDLING 

$1.00 

TOTAL 
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Catalog from The Collector’s Armoury, Inc. 
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never finished the tour. His trip home to his 
family in the Midwest was in an aluminum 
casket, a reusable casket that carried corp¬ 
ses back to the States with a stop in a hangar 
at Dover Air Force Base in Delaware. Later, 
I heard that the Air Force Academy had 
named a hall after Karl — Richter Lounge, 
they call it. I think of him every once in a 
while, especially when I see a movie on 
Vietnam. 

Karl was a great, all-American kid, a su¬ 
perb pilot and a very brave soldier. He would 
have been a general by now, no doubt about it. 
Maybe even an astronaut. He could have been 
on the Challenger. Who knows? ^ 


PRESS IN 
AFGHANISTAN 

Continued from page 27 

vision network news researcher asking him 
if he would help with a documentary special 
on mujahideen involvement in the interna¬ 
tional narcotics business. The wary journal¬ 
ist asked what documentary evidence the 
network had so far and was told that the 
piece de resistance was a photograph of a 
chunk of hashish with something like 
“Alliance of Afghan Mujahideen" stamped 
in English on the top. The journalist asked if 
the network had considered the possibility 
that the evidence might be a piece of KGB 


disinformation. “Why,” he asked, “would 
the mujahideen stamp their name in English 
on a block of hashish, photograph it and 
then send the picture to an American televi¬ 
sion network news department?” To their 
credit, the network ended up dropping the 
“story.” 

The Washington Post once had a bad 
reputation as far as Afghanistan was con¬ 
cerned. It was said, rightly or wrongly, that 
Karen de Young, who held a key position in 
the Post's foreign news department, active¬ 
ly discouraged coverage of the war, spiking 
every Afghanistan story that came in. The 
Post's New Delhi bureau chief at that time 
also had an “anti-Afghan’’reputation: Not 
only did he never go into the war zone 
during his tenure in Delhi (his journalistic 
responsibilities included India, Pakistan 
and Afghanistan), he also refused to cooper¬ 
ate with freelancers passing through Delhi 
on their way to Afghanistan. “Afghanistan 
is my turf,” he shouted at one amazed 
stringer, “and anytime Karen de Young 
tells me to go up into those refugee camps, 
I’ll go!” Of course you can’t cover a war in 
Afghanistan by going to refugee camps in 
Pakistan and, according to Afghan refugee 
sources in Pakistan, whenever the Post 
bureau chief did visit the Afghan exile com¬ 
munity there, he was so antagonistic and 
openly hostile that no one trusted his objec¬ 
tivity. 

[Editor's Note: The Post’s Karen de 
Young was a major player in that paper's 


foreign coverage until her transfer to Lon¬ 
don in 1985. De Young made her reputation 
reporting from Nicaragua (pro-Sandinista) 
and the Caribbean. Documents recovered 
by Soldier of Fortune Magazine when Gre¬ 
nada was liberated revealed that de Young 
had on at least one occasion acted as a 
courier delivering a document from an 1 ‘ in¬ 
telligence source " in the United States to 
the communist leader of Grenada , Maurice 
Bishop (see “The Grenada Papers , ” SOF f 
February 7 84). Since de Young's departure 
to London and Jim Rupert's assignment as 
the Post 's man in Delhi , the coverage has 
improved tremendously.] 

This reporter interviewed the survivors of 
a series of massacres carried out by Soviet 
troops in the Lagbman Valley in 1985. The 
massacres were far, far worse than My Lai 
or Sabra and Shattila or any of the recent 
atrocities reported out of Central America. 
At least a thousand civilians were killed in 
cold blood. Hundreds of children, the 
youngest a two-day-old baby boy, were 
burned alive. Pregnant women were 
stabbed to death, young girls hung upside 
down and bayonetted. Worst of all, the mas¬ 
sacres were obviously carefully and deliber¬ 
ately planned in advance. Eight to 10 
thousand Soviet troops, armed with every¬ 
thing from BM-41 rocket launchers to artil¬ 
lery and backed by 800 armored vehicles and 
crack airborne units, were involved in the 
operation; the killing went on for eight days, in 
several different villages. This was, quite 
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simply, an operation in the nightmare tradition 
of the Holocaust: subhuman crimes carried out 
boldly, efficiently, mechanically. 

The author brought his video and audio 
tapes and transcripts documenting the Lagh- 
man horrors back to the United States. He 
was sure that the story would make the 
headlines and the network news, that it 
would blast away the indifference most peo¬ 
ple seemed to feel toward Afghanistan. He 
took the videotaped interviews with mas¬ 
sacre survivors to NBC; they promptly lost 
the tapes (the tapes were never found). He 
sent written transcripts of the interviews to 
The Washington Post , The Washington 
Times and The New York Times. Days 
went by, and no one acknowledged receiv¬ 
ing the transcripts. He phoned the editors 
he’d sent the transcripts to; secretaries took 
messages, editors promised to call back 
when they had the time, but nothing hap¬ 
pened, nobody cared. 

Finally, two weeks after his return to the 
States, the author managed to get onto 
National Public Radio’s “All Things Con¬ 
sidered” for 15 minutes to talk about what 
happened in Laghman. It took another two 
weeks for the interview transcripts to appear 
in print, in Denver’s Rocky Mountain 
News. A few days after that, the Scripps- 
Howard syndication network picked up the 
story and ran it coast-to-coast, in dozens of 
small- and medium-sized newspapers. But 
the big-time media, the “important” news¬ 
papers and the television networks, never 


did cover the story. For them, the burned 
children, the grieving parents, the dead 
women, none of them existed: The Lagh¬ 
man massacres never really happened at all. 

“Why?” the author asked himself over 
and over again. “If a dozen blacks are 
gunned down in South Africa, that makes 
the news, and rightly so. If Central Amer¬ 
ican peasants die, or Ethiopians, Ugandans, 
Lebanese, that makes the news. If a bus 
tumbles into a river in Zanzibar and 14 
passengers are eaten by crocodiles, every¬ 
one knows about it the next day. Then why, 
how, can over a thousand innocent Afghans 
die, die horribly, in terror and agony, and 
die virtually unknown, unmoumed, as if 
they were never really there at all?” The 
author still asks himself the same question, 
and he still hasn’t come up with a satisfac¬ 
tory answer. 

Something is obviously wrong: too many 
radical chic, politically biased people in the 
media; too many just-plain-incompetent re¬ 
porters who barely know where Afghani¬ 
stan is, let alone what it means; too many 
pack journalists who follow the same stories 
around the world like lemmings; too many 
vaporheads who so desperately want to be¬ 
lieve in glasnost and the ‘‘New Russia’ ’ that 
they turn their backs on the slaughter in 
Afghanistan and do nothing to stop it.... 
And in the shadows, a few KGB ghostwrit¬ 
ers, whispering lies, planting rumors, eras¬ 
ing history and manufacturing ignorance to 
take its place, making the guilty seem inno¬ 


cent, the innocent guilty.... Dirty business, 
while an innocent nation bleeds to death in the 
darkness, without a sound. ^ 


AMBUSH CORNER 

Continued from page 55 

high-frequency set and was even then Laying 
out a dipole antenna in full view of the 
enemy on all sides. By the time I reached 
him he was already establishing contact 
with battalion headquarters in Salalah. I 
wrote a “flash” signal asking for immedi¬ 
ate air support and ran back to the sergeant 
major’s position, which by then was in the 
middle of the rear defensive position. The 
corpora] in charge was directing covering 
fire for what he hoped was the leading pla¬ 
toon’s attack and, on seeing me, shouted: 
“Left blanket or right blanket, sahibT ’ 

It took me some time to recognize that he 
was anxious to know whether it was to be a 
left-flanking or right-flanking attack that he 
was to support. One of his Bren gunners 
stood on the crest and continued to fire the 
gun from the hip, again in full view of the 
enemy. This attracted much return 
machine-gun fire, but the Baluchi soldier 
insisted on flicking his fingers for replace¬ 
ment magazines until he had to be stopped. 
Although it was probably demoralizing for 
the enemy to be treated with such disdain, it 
was actually a waste of precious ammuni- 
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tion. Another of the soldiers, a young man 
shortly out of training, lay beside his empty 
rifle with his forearm in the air. This was the 
signal on the training ranges that he had 
expended one magazine and was awaiting 
orders to “change magazines.” He re¬ 
ceived the order and continued to engage the 
enemy. Such was the state of the art of the 
Omani army in those days. An increasingly 
sophisticated enemy with Kalashnikovs, 
foreign training, 61mm mortars and on 
ground of their own choosing was attacking an 
army that could boast of little except immense 
reserves of enthusiasm and courage. 

Within 11 minutes, a single piston- 
engined Provost aircraft appeared above, 
demanding a target over the Sea, Air Rescue 
Beacon (S ARBE) set that we used for air-to- 
ground communications. Conversations 
were conducted over the emergency bleep¬ 
ing! Time was short if we were to hit the 
enemy. I had received no orders from the 
company commander; indeed, I had no idea 
of where he was or what he was doing, but 
assumed from the lie of the ground in front 
of me and a vague idea of some of the enemy 
positions that he would be attacking in a 
certain direction. Identifying myself by 
waving a red-spotted pocket handkerchief, 
the following conversation took place: 

“Top cover, this is Sand Hat. I’m stand¬ 
ing by a four-tonner and waving a red hand¬ 
kerchief. Line of my arm. Two fifty yards. 
Enemy position. Rockets please. Beware of 
advancing own troops, over.” 

“Top cover, Roger out.” 

This method of forward air controlling 
was conducted for 10 minutes or so, by 
which time the aircraft had almost expended 
its load of one 250-pound fragmentation 
bomb, rockets and machine-gun ammuni¬ 
tion. The last dive had to be aborted while 
the aircraft was in the final stage of a 
machine-gunning run. I had spotted the 
sand-colored shamarghs (a form of Arab 
headdress) of the DR arriving on the enemy 
position. Luckily the pilot pulled up and out 
in time. 

As the enemy was pushed back into the 
scrub, which fell away into the wadi bot¬ 
toms of near jungle, the battle faded to a 
halt. For 45 minutes there had been nonstop 
fire from all directions and varying ranges 
by both sides. I lit a cigarette (I didn’t nor¬ 
mally smoke, but there was no beer in my 
Land Rover) and ordered the regrouping. 
The company commander joined me from 
the right flank and sent orders for the 
sergeant major to join him for a discussion 
of the ammunition and casualty reports. I 
told him the sad news. 

Ignoring the risk of further attacks, it was 
decided to send one Land Rover ahead be¬ 
fore dark with the four wounded to the 
rough airstrip at Ravens Roost. The enemy 
had never attacked twice in one day before, 
and any delay might have been even more 
perilous for the casualties. 

After the company commander had left, 
ammunition was redistributed, new orders 
were issued and, after allowing the wound¬ 
ed to get well clear, we set off with the 
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pickets rebriefed on the likelihood of enemy 
positions. The refueled and armed Provost 
flew top cover, outside small-arms range. I 
was now traveling in the back of the four- 
tonner with the assaulting troops in our re¬ 
vamped antiambush drills. After only two 
miles of rough track we came under fierce 
fire from the right. The driver of the vehicle 
I was in was killed instantly and we de- 
bussed straight into an assaulting posture, 
with bayonets fixed. The enemy ran off into 
the scrub and was chased by the provost, 
dropping everything as he went; this time 
without guidance from me and my red hand¬ 
kerchief! 

Realizing that this was the way to get to 
grips with the enemy, we embussed and 
continued, believing that they would prob¬ 
ably not attack us if we were on foot. We 
kept a strong element of guides and patrols 
scouting out to the front and flanks. Sure 
enough, at dusk and almost immediately 
after the aircraft had left us (having com¬ 
pleted a total of 12 air strikes), we were 
again attacked: this time from the left. The 
leading vehicle was hit several times but 
without casualties. We engaged the enemy 
instantly with two-inch mortars. We used 
this weapon as a superb antiambush reply. 
What it lacked in accuracy it made up for 
with morale-sapping explosions in the 
general area seconds after the springing of 
an ambush. 

As it was then dark, we continued the rest 
of our journey on foot, reconning likely 
enemy positions by fire. We were anxious 
not to have to fight a full-scale battle again, 
as ammunition was quite low. Suddenly, in 
a long, low line of bushes ahead, a white 
light blinked from the center of the Bren 
gun’s beaten zone. The Morse message was 
unmistakably English. We ceased firing and 
the company commander’s distinctive voice 
demanded to know what all the fuss was 
about. I went forward and told him of the 
two later ambushes. It was clear that he had 
been allowed to pass through the killing 
grounds by the wily enemy who were wait¬ 
ing for the bigger target. We reached 
Ambush Comer with one further shooting 
incident not worthy of the accolade 
“ambush” after a tiring, trying, but satis¬ 
fying 24-mile journey. 

We had suffered two dead and only four 
wounded; remarkably light losses consider¬ 
ing the weight of enemy fire and the re¬ 
ported fact that they had just taken on 
120mm mortars. It spoke volumes for the 
fieldcraft and determination of the young 
Omani and Baluchi soldiers. We were im¬ 
mensely proud of them. 

The following morning I took the dead 
down to Salalah and debriefed the battalion 
command team. Reports were already com¬ 
ing in confirming what we feared. The first 
ambush had been laid by between 40 and 60 
enemy and the second and third by 15 to 20 
each. This made a total of anything between 
70 and 100 enemy prepared to take on a 
company-strength patrol in an advance-to- 
contact role. This was unusual and frighten¬ 
ing enough, but the last piece of news was 


astounding: The enemy had lost six dead 
and 10 wounded, with the expectation that 
this was only half the figure. Among the 
dead were Chinese. We knew then that the 
war would never be the same again. Some¬ 
thing had taken place that was altogether 
different and more sinister. 

From this day on, the SAF faced a new 
threat which brought its internal battle into 
international eyes, not only for the fact that 
foreign nationals were actively involved, 
but because the communists were prepared 
to back openly the intended revolution of 
this most crucial of Gulf nations. 

I returned to Ibri with my company in 
order to prepare for our tour at Ambush 
Comer, but my sojourn back in the north 
was short-lived, as amoebic hepatitis had 
taken its toll as surely as enemy action. I 
was destined to spend the next nine months 
in hospital. For a brief period I thought I was 
better and attempted to take over my com¬ 
mand again, but a relapse finally convinced 
me that the doctors were correct. I was 
evacuated to England. I have never re¬ 
turned. ^ 


COMBAT 

WEAPONCRAFT 

Continued from page 18 

enemy presence. These can be as ob¬ 
vious as footprints and debris or as 
subtle as muddied portions of a clear 
stream and bent or broken vegetation. 
Then, as you and your men patrol an 
area, be conscious of any signs you 
might inadvertently leave behind 
which could mark your presence. 

Tactical movement goes hand-in- 
hand with observation and conceal¬ 
ment, too. Therefore, keep all move¬ 
ments slow and measured so as not to 
catch the eye of the casual observer, 
but fast enough to cover the necessary 
ground for a tactical situation. Look 
ahead of you while moving from one 
point of cover to another so that you 
can initiate fire to react to enemy fire at 
any time. While on the move, it’s a 
good idea to continually ask yourself, 
“If I come under fire, where will I go 
and what will I do when I get there?” 

Finally, range estimation is the com¬ 
plement to tactical movement, since 
once you’ve spotted a target, if you 
misjudge the range, even good shot 
production will result in a miss. 

A good rule of thumb when studying 
fieldcraft is that the ultimate goal is to 
see without being seen and to kill with¬ 
out being killed. 

Physical Fitness — This is the last 
but not the least important of the three 
core skills. A reliable minimum fitness 
standard for soldiering is to be able to 
move five kilometers over hilly terrain, 
attack a position with 300 meters of fire 
and movement followed by a 100- 
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meter assault, then repel a counterat¬ 
tack — all while wearing a full 30- 
pound pack, rifle and web gear. This 
kind of exercise is likely to leave you 
sucking-for-air-heart-pounding dizzy, 
cotton mouthed and thinking of 
another line of work. Proper soldiering 
makes the most rigorous football prac¬ 
tice seem like a picnic. 

Now for the bad news: The best way 
to get into shape for humping the bush 
is simply to hump the bush, fully 
equipped, in all kinds of weather. 
There’s just no alternative. Bicycle rid¬ 
ing, swimming, aerobics, weight lifting 
and so on have limited value because 
they don’t prepare you for carrying a 
load over varied terrain. So take a tip 
from the French Foreign Legionnaires, 
who are famous for their daily 10-mile 
forced marches. Put on your pack and 
walk with it, day and night, rain or 
shine, as often and for as long as you 
can. A firefight is no time to get into 
shape. You have to be fit before com¬ 
bat operations or you’ll be a liability to 
the mission, your buddies and your¬ 
self. 

A soldier can’t afford to be deficient 
in any of these three core skills. A bal¬ 
ance of all three is required. Think of 
them as the three legs of a stool — cut 
off one of them and you fall flat on your 
ass; the other two can never make up 
the difference. This is what happened 
to Moe, Larry and Curly in combat. It is 
precisely these core skills that separate 
the stooges from the real soldiers. ^ 


FOUR AFGHAN 
BATTLES 

Continued from page 37 

placed. To further reduce the chance of sup¬ 
port reaching Kalafghan, the night before 
the assault the road between the Soviet fire 
base and Kalafghan had been heavily 
mined. Massoud positioned an ambush 
force along the road to wait for a possible 
relief column. 

As soon as night fell, the resistance 
started policing up the battlefield. Massoud 
called up 25 trucks he had held in readiness 
to pull his forces, the prisoners and all the 
captured weapons and supplies out before 
dawn. The last truck to leave saw six Soviet 
helicopters approach, but they did not 
attack. 

The Soviets did not return to Kalafghan 
until two or three days later. A mixed force 
of Soviet and DRA troops assembled at the 
Soviet fire base. Moving along the road to 
Kalafghan, they found Massoud’s land 
mines and the stay-behind ambush force. 
Finally, fighting their way through, the 
Soviets arrived at a totally destroyed and 
stripped Kalafghan. They did not try to re¬ 
establish the post but headed back to the fire 
base and into another ambush. Because it 
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was the Soviet part of the column that was 
ambushed each time, there was much Soviet 
suspicion that DRA forces had been cooper¬ 
ating with the resistance. 

Meanwhile, the division of the spoils 
from Kalafghan had been predetermined to 
avoid bickering. Massoud made sure all the 
local groups received some captured 
weapons as proof that cooperation does pay 
off. The local Hezb-i-Islami (Hekmatyar) 
commander, however, had proven uncoop¬ 
erative throughout the campaign and some 
of Massoud’s forces had to be detailed to 
watch him. Throughout 1987, Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyar’s forces in the north had proven 
a decided exception to the overall improved 
cooperation between resistance groups. 
They had mounted a campaign against Mas¬ 
soud’s efforts, including hijacking convoys 
of medical supplies and kidnapping French 
doctors working with Massoud. 

Kalafghan showed that, in the winter of 
1987-88, battlefield initiative had passed to 
the resistance. The new SAMs have given 
them the opportunity for effective offensive 
action. It remains to be seen whether the 
resistance will be able to take advantage of 
it. Taking DRA garrisons, especially those 
that have held out for years, could cause 
DRA morale to collapse, with whole units 
switching sides or deserting. Repeated 
highway interdiction campaigns or air-base 
attacks would bring home to the Soviets that 


the cost of the war has risen and is going to 
stay high. 

The time to do this is now. By September 
1988 it will have probably become apparent 
whether Gorbachev is going to commit him¬ 
self to the long haul or instead aim for a 
short-term solution that will include a 
Soviet withdrawal. If the Soviets are going 
to withdraw, it will require not just the re¬ 
sistance but the United States as well to 
demonstrate to the Soviets that the cost of 
leaving will be less than the cost of fighting. 

The last battle of 1987, fought in the last 
weeks of December and the first weeks of 
January 1988, was one of the biggest of the 
war, but it did not indicate what the future of 
the war would be. The DRA garrison at 
Khost, which had been supplied primarily 
by air for years, was under attack by resis¬ 
tance forces. Unlike the attempt to take 
Khost in the summer of 1985, this time the 
resistance could use the Stingers to reduce 
the effect of Soviet airpower. The situation 
was apparently enough for the Soviets to put 
together a force of 20,000 troops, most of 
them Soviet, and commit them to fighting 
their way through to Khost. Unlike previous 
Soviet offensives, this one received exten¬ 
sive press coverage in Moscow while in 
progress. 

The Khost fighting was intense. The last 
time the Soviets sent a relief column toward 
Khost, in 1985, it turned back due to heavy 


losses. The Soviets, making extensive use 
of massed heavy artillery, managed to over¬ 
come the resistance mine fields and Stingers 
and, by early January, had managed to get 
some supplies, carried in armored personnel 
carriers rather than trucks, through to the 
garrison. 

Those who believe that the Soviets are 
about to leave Afghanistan — a substantial 
number in Washington, but almost none of 
those actually doing the fighting — think 
that the well-publicized Khost fighting may 
be intended to allow the Soviet army to go 
out on a victory and to hopefully buy some 
more strength for the Afghan communists in 
the negotiations that might lead to a post¬ 
war government. 

If, on the other hand, the Soviets are still 
in Afghanistan for the long haul, then Khost 
may be an attempt to reverse the lessons of 
the Jadji fighting of 1987, to show that the 
Soviet army can still go wherever it wants to 
go in Afghanistan. ^ 
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avoid accusations of writing a puff piece 
about what I honestly do regard as the very 
good work of Soldier of Fortune Maga¬ 
zine’s technical editor, I have to ask where 
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the crew chief said he was going to stuff the 
muzzle of Pete’s weapon in the final scene, 
where all hands clamber aboard a chopper 
and ride off into the sunset. 

Lots of smoke, fire, noise and sound in¬ 
struction, pretty well presented and edited. 
An interesting and meaty presentation, it’s a 
quantum leap above offerings of full- 
autoeroticism and “Debbie Does the Paris 
Arms Show” pap. Brief coverage of the 
theory of automatic fire and fire discipline 
might be inserted to balance (or replace!) a 
couple of leonine ambushes of an uninhabited, 
unarmed and uninteresting mudhole, howev¬ 
er. Waterspray is no more germane to the real 
world than 50-round bursts, but I suspect this 
John Wayneing was the idea of some theatri¬ 
cal adviser and not the technical staff. 

Faults, if any, are of flavor and not sub¬ 
stance. Our overview of their overview is 
that “Firestorm” makes a well-balanced 
orientation film on automatic weapons, or a 
fun flick suitable for kids and mixed com¬ 
pany — no individual viewing booths are 
necessary. I enjoyed it and recommend it. 

Here’s hoping they grind out a whole 
library. 

“Firestorm ” has a running time of 48 
minutes and is available in VHS format only 
for $69.95 plus $3.00 shipping from Delta 
Group. Future Vision, PO Box 801 , Tulsa , 
OK 74101. For VISA, MasterCard and 
American Express orders, call toll-free 1- 
800-433-3947. 
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Garang, who was sent in 1983 by 
the government to suppress the 
rebellion but took it over instead, 
spent nine years in the United 
States. He worked on farms in Iowa 
and Minnesota, has a bachelor of 
science degree from Grinnell College 
in Iowa and a doctorate in 
agricultural economics from Iowa 
State University, and went through 
the infantry school at Fort Benning, 
Georgia. 

This has convinced SOF that, if 
we can make contact, Garang is a 
guy who should be in the magazine. 


P OW HUNTER 

COMING BACK... 

Cambodia is expected in the near 
future to turn over the remains of 
some 80 Americans who were killed 
in the fighting there, as well as a live 
prisoner, Brian Bono Sterling. 

Sterling, 35, a Vietnam veteran, 
crossed into Cambodia on 2 May 
1987 hunting for American 
POW-MIAs. He was captured in 
Batdambang sometime in June. ^ 
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3 / 2 " logo. 

TANKTOPS $9 f a 5 

9 " lo 8°' 7 - 

T-SHIRTS $8' a 5 

9" logo. 

SATIN JACKETS $49 f a ° 

Red, White, Royal Blue, Black 

PATCHES $5 00 $4 50 

GLUED PLAIN 

CAPS (one size fits all) $8 

COFFEE MUG (18 oz.) $9 95 

BEEH STEIN ( 23 oz,) $ 1 2 iff 

Cloak & Dagger Publications 

825 - 25th Street - Ogden, Utah 84401 - Telephone 
Orders Accepted 24-Hours Daily - Orders Paid with 
VISA/Mastercard - Checks - Money Orders - COD 
Add $2.50 Shipping & Handling 

24-HOUR ORDER HOTLINE - (801) 399-1202 


Dealer- ■, | INTRODUCING: 

H UNITED SHIRTS OF AMERICA 
toqumes™ md 

Welcome M AMERICAN PRJODE T-SHIRTS 




OR 

»lb 

M-16A1 

DON'T LEAVE HOME 
UJITHOUT IT 



TARGETS 

A-Khadafy Targets are 8 1/2" by 11” heavyshxk paper 

B -Ortega Pick your worst enemy or get the variety pack. 

C-Khomeini Rack of 1Q _ $z 95< Pack of 20 . 

D - Castro 

E - Evan Mecham - Soon to be Ex-Governor of Arizona 


BUMPER STICKERS 

A- Don't Bother to Run, You'll Only Die Tired, with picture 
of AH-64 Apache Helicopter. 

B- Gun Control is Hitting What You Aim At with picture 
of M-16A1. 

C- * RED, WHITE AND BLUE, These Colors Don't Run. 

D- * AMERICA, LOVE IT OR LEAVE IT. 

*C & D have a picture of Old Glory. All bumper shekels are 
done in patriotic Hue and red print on while background. 

^ ^^ 1 for $1.50. 2 for $2.50 4 for $4.00. 


\ Please mail check or money order to: 

! UNITED SHIRTS OF AMERICA 

^ 2455 East Broadway #49 

■■■ y Mesa, AZ 85204 (602) 890-8991 

AZresiSrots add 6 1/2% Sales Tax, Overseas Add 20% P & H. j 
******** ALL ITEMS PROUDLY MADE IN USA***““““* 


STEINER 7 x 50 

The combination 

lasting precision 

ruggedness. Once set 
for your eyes, Steiner’s depth of field 
keeps everything in focus from 20 yds. to 
infinity. Send for your free optics catalog 
today. 


Optical Advantage, Inc. 

P.O.Box 32791-Z 
Baltimore, MO 21208 
(301) 653-3306 


NEW 6 FT. “4 IN 1” TAKE-DOWN BL0WGUN 

New 1988 Survival- hunting “Commando”'"iVlbtlels l j;, 


BE ON THE 
LOOKOUT 


i y ***■ *■ 



» :i 


Icamoullage or Black ninja , 

I) models add S3.00 uacliyutn 
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. mmmmJ) TOLL FREE 

24-HRS 1-800-222-3119K or 

1 Blowgun World, Inc., Box 25183 S Salt Lake City, UT 84125 


For our New Full Color 
Action Catalog packed with 
the latest in Military Equipment, 
Tactical Gear r and Survival Items. 
Send $3,00 to: 


THE QUARTERMASTER 

DEPT. SF, 750 LONG BEACH BLVD. 
LONG BEACH, CA 9QB13 


SOLDIER IIF FQBTIM 


APRIL*!! 


























































"THE ULTIMATE K-9” 

• HOMES, FAMILY PROTECTION 

• POLICE PATROL 

• SCOUTING & TRACKING 

• EXPLOSIVE DETECTION 

AH trainers Dept. of Defense Certified. 
Pups & professional training available. 

FULL HEALTH, TEMPERAMENT\ & 
HIP GUARANTEES 


LRRP SECURITY SERVICES, INC. 

Box 1620 HMD, Alton, S.C. 29801 (603) 649-5936 (24-hour) 

- SEND $3.00 U.S. FUNDS FOR BROCHURE - 


Call or write for free brochure. 

Feather Industries, Inc. 

2300 Central Ave., #K, Dept SOF 
Boulder, CO 80301 
(303) 442-7021 


LEGIONNAIRES 
SURVIVAL 
BOOT KNIFE 

ONLY 

s 12 95 ^ 

Add $1.05 Hndf. 


/ Double edge 440 stainless steel blade. 

/Full tang one piece construction. Leath- 
/er sheath with quick release snap and 
/metal boot/belt clip. Money Back 
jr Guaranteed If Not Fully Satisfied!! 

WESTBURY SALES CO. Dept. BK-4-SF 

373 Maple Avenue, Westbury. New York 11590 


BULLETPROOF 

VEST 

Will stop the .357 Magnum, 9mm and 00 
Buck. Meets and exceeds “Threat Level 
H-A” tested in accordance with the NILECJ- 
STD-0101.01. Weighs 2 3 A lbs. Fits easily 
under T-shirt. 


GENUINE AMERICAN 
MADE ZIPPER 
COMBAT BOOT 

R 5-14 W 5 - 14 $55.00 

10 in. Side Zipper, Cap toe 
COMBAT BOOT in Black 
finish Elk leather. Made 
over the genuine Munson 
last. Full COMFORTABLE 
CUSHION INSOLE, steel 
shank, heavy leather mid¬ 
sole, rolled edge, military 
beveled jump heel. 
Heavy cloth lace. 
Genuine Goodyear 
Welt. 


MASTER CHARGE. VISA. COD's accepted. 
Send for our free 9 page price list of other 
government surplus including camouflague 
fatigues. 

Valley Surplus 
Box 346 -S 

Tariffville, Conn. 06081 
(203) 658-6228 

ALL ORDERS POSTPAID BY UNITED PARCEL 
SERVICE ONLY. FOR ORDERS WHICH MUST 
BE SENT BY POST OFFICE. PLEASE 
INCLUDE SUFFICIENT POSTAGE FOR SEVEN 
LBS., INSURED. 


Front & Back Protector $150.00 ppd. 
Detachable Side Panels . . . $27.50 ppd. 

Officially tested by the U.S. Government 
Edgewood Arsenal at the Aberdeen Prov¬ 
ing Grounds under the U.S. Department 
of Justice Standards. State height, chest 
and waist measurements. 

MATTHEWS POLICE SUPPLY CO. 

(a division of David Matthews, Inc.) 

P.O. Box 1754 
Matthews, N.C. 28105 


and a coupon for | 
FREE BINOCULARS! 




y J ^Moneyback Guarantee i 

JEEPS, CARS as low as $30. BOATS. HELICOPTERS. 
TYPEWRITERS. TRUCKS. You can still buy 5,000,000 items 
from the U.S. Government. This manual shows you how to find 
these bargains in your area at TREMENDOUS SAVINGS. Some 
actual prices CARS $30. PICKUPS $40, SHIRTS 22c 
Buy for as little as It on the dollar. 

THIS NEW 1988 up-to-date directory includes a Bidders 
List Application and listing of Defense Sales Offices. Our 
BIGGEST MOST COMPREHENSIVE DIRECTORY Onlv S5.00 
FREE BINOCULARS Coupon SURPLUS, DEPT. B-290 
BOX 90048, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20066 


As Successors to NUMRICH PARTS DIVISION, 
we are now the World’s Largest Supplier of Gun 
Parts! We will con- 

t tinue in NUMRICH 

cLL JjEla Tradition in offering 

EDITION the NCW Updated 
rO I CATALOG Edition Catalog- 
lists and prices of 
the 250 Million MachineGun, 
Military, Commercial, Antique, Gun Parts we stock. 
SURFACE FOREIGN-$8.95 ,, Q CAPirl $/l 95 
AIRMAIL WRITE FOR QUOTE US * Send H 1 


1988 GOVERNMENT ! 

SURPLUS DIRECTORY I 


XM-177E2 


Reg. $149, 95 Spec. 1/3 off 

$98. 98 


Gas Power 
2 - 30 shat 
magazines 
Metal folding stock 


Super Spec 

$9898 


Reg. $249. 98 

Gas Can $9.98 
Rres 2.000 + shots 


res 2.000 + shots add $5.00 per gun S.&H 

CQmmand Post Ini: 

oj P-O. Box 1500, Dept. SOF 
Crestview, FL 32536 
904-682-2492 

Send $3.00 for 60 page full line catalog 


SUCCESSORS 

TO 

NUMRICH 

ARMS PARTS 
DIVISION 


RAND NEW CATALOG • BRAND NEW CATALOG 


THE GUN PARTS CORPORATION 

| BOX SOF-4. WEST HURLEY. NEW YORK 12491 
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SUPPLY LOCKER 


Be a DETECTIVE 


AND EARN YOUR RADGE 




LICENSE 
INFORMATION 
ALL STATES 



• AUDIO/VISUAL 
PROGRAMS 




• ELECTRONIC EQUIP. 


NO EXPERIENCE OR COLLEGE REQUIRED 
Men - Women • Learn from the experts. Train at home for an 
exciting part or full time career as a private detective or 
security consultant. Slart your own business or work for 
others. Step-by-step you will learn how to any 

investigation, how and where to find that fjist ?ab. and 
much more. Credentials and employment eafiHlancc. 
The BEST Iraining available at the BEST 
price. Prove it to yourself by investigating 
before you invest. Send NOW for lull lacts. 


a 



Kst. 1973 


GLOBAL SCHOOL OF INVESTIGATION 
Box 191S Hanover, Mass. 02339 • 

Rush FREE lacts. Show me how I can learn al home lo be a Private I 
Investigator. No obligation. No salesman will call. 

I 


NAME_ 

ADDRESS. 
CITY_ 


_ AGE_ 


I 
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MEN, WOMEN, BOYS, GIRLS 
CURRENT GENUINE MILITARY GOV’T 
ISSUE M-65 FIELD COAT 

Woodland Camouflage and Olive Green 


HIDDEN HOOD DRAWCORD 



The latest U.S. Army Field Jacket made ot 50% nylon 
and 50% cotton with water repellency. Features a zip-in 
hood, heavy duty front zipper and snaps. Drawcord on 
the hood, waist and bottom of jacket. Four (4) large out¬ 
side pockets with snaps. Great for skiing, bicycling, 
hunting, hiking, work or leisure. 

Men-Women Only Boys-Girls Only 
$39.50 $35.95 

SIZES: Men-Women—X-Sml. Sml. Med. Lae. X-Lae 
COLORS: Men-Women—Woodland Camoutlaga Olive 
Green. Swat Black. Jungle Tiger Stripe 
SIZES: Boys-Girls—Sml (4-6). Med (8-10|. Lge (12-14). 
X-Lge 116-18) 

COLORS: Boys-Girls—Woodland Camouflage 
M-65 Button In Lining $15.50 plus S3.00 shipping & handling 
Send lor Pro-Forma Invoice on Foreign Orders 
Mastercard and Visa accepted. Add 6%. 

Slate size and color and mail $39.50 or $35.95 plus 
$4.00 per jacket tor shipping and handling to: 

ALPINE MILITARY SALES 

P.O. Box 18380 • Knoxville, TN 37928-2380 
TELEPHONE NO: 615-922-7667 

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Your Money Back 


$ 11.95 

SECRETS OF MODERN 
KNIFE FIGHTING 

by David Steele 

8Vi"x 11," 149 pages. 180 photos. Knife Fighting history, 
techniques, and strategy to insure the personal survival of 
Law Enforcement, Military, and Civilian who must: “GO IN 
HARMS WAY.” 


HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON ANYBODY 

State of the art investigative/surveillance techniques from the 
worlds best intelligence organizations. "Possibly the most 
dangerous book ever published;” NBC News states $33.00 


$ 22.95 

THE 

ANARCHIST 
COOKBOOK 

by William Powell 

The original, once restricted, now available. 


$ 11.95 


This technical book is the condensation of manuals, hooks, 
interviews, ARTICLES, and personal experience dealing with 
every aspect of the profession and is intended to broaden the 
knowledge and contribute to the survival of soldiers and meres. 
Paperback, 324 pgs., 300 photos & drawings. 


SURVIVAL BOOKS 


MERCENARY’S 
MANUAL 
V0. II 

written by Terry Edwards 
edited by Robert K. Brown 





I 111C6 MAGNOLIA BLVD., N. HOLLYWOOD, CA 91601 * ATTN. MARY 
{818) 763-0804 OPEN 7 DAYS 

Prices subject to change • Catalog $2 00 • Orders paid with money order 
or credit card sent immediately personal check orders held A weeks 


PRIVACY ? 


Avoid BIG BROTHER. 

Best techniques for creating 
COMPLETE PRIVACY! 

■ Avoid Surveillance, Eavesdropping 

■ Become “Invisible 1 - to Investigators 

■ Stop Generating Financial Records 

■ Communications Privacy.. Phone, Mail 

■ How to Stay Out ot Government Files 

■ Begin Eliminating Negative Records 

■ How to Create Helpful New Records 

■ Generating Quick Cash income 

■ Hiding Your Assets ■ Privacy Alloat 

■ Banking Alternatives ■ “Low Prolile” 

■ Privacy from Taxes ■ Nomadic Living 

■ Multiple Addresses 

■ Hideouts, Deep Cover 

■ How to “Disappear” 

ALL THE PRIVACY YOU 

WANT—and MORE! 

Don’t wait! Order TODAY!! 


ONLY $18.95 


pktwo 


ISSSSBh 


EDEN PRESS 

11623 Slater “C”, Box 8410-AP, Fountain Valley, CA 92728 
Your (□ Regular P&H, $2.00 (Please add| 
Choice (□ FIRST CLASS, $5.00 to ordtr,) ■ 

(California residents please add 6% sales tuj | 
□ Send latest Book Catalog — FREE. | 

| Name_ _| 

| Address ___—_—| 

| City-----1 







CONSOLIDATED MARKETING 

PROUDLY PRESENTS: 

THE SPECIAL SERVICES COLLECTION 


T-SHIRT - high quality, blue ringed shirt carries 
the official four color 372" crest of the SAT. 
S-M-L-XL $9.00 

POLO SHIRT - This high quality white polo car¬ 
ries the official four color 3Ya" crest of the SAT. 

S-M-L-XL $15.00 

SWEAT SHIRT - Highest quality white sweat 
shirt with the four color SAT 3ya” crest imprinted on 
it S-M-L-XL $19.00 

HATS - High quality cloth/mesh available in 
black, navy/white, navy, with SAT crest $9.00 
SPECIAL - Save S6.00IAI1 four items $46.00 
CONSOLIDATED MARKETING 
1600 Fairfield, Suite 233-T 
Shreveport, LA 71101 
1 ■ 318 - 222-2970 
VISA OR MASTERCARD ACCEPTED. 
Shipping & Handling on all orders - $2.00 
Shippea Via U.P.S. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Money Back 
Dealers Please Inquire 



s R uper Air-Soft Sale 

B, 9Discount$ shoo^mm 


Spec. 

$ 39.98 


All Handguns Reg. $39.98 
Spec. $24.98 


LC) Mil AND POST. INI 

\ P.O. Box 1500 
) Dept. SOF 
/ Crestview, FL 32536 
904-682-2492 


Send $3.00 for 60 page full line catalog 
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NIGHT VISION 

AN/PAS-4 Infrared 

$900.00 (+ $15.00 UPS) 


HOUND 


4 


FEATURES: 

U.S. Military’s best active I.R. 
weaponsight *200+ yard range *4X 
optical system ‘Optional adaptors to 
fit commercial rifles 

SHIPPED COMPLETE WITH: 

‘Night Scope and manual ‘Carrying 
case ‘Daylight eyeshield ‘Nicad 
battery — C battery *M 14/MI A 
adaptor 

COMPLETE LINE OF individual and 
crewserved weaponsights. Night Vision 
goggles and viewers, Extensive Parts inventory 
for Both First and Second Generation Systems, 
plus reconditioning and general repair. 

We use genuine mil-spec Arms mounting systems. 
Night Vision Equipment Specialists 
Send $4.00 for our illustrated catalog 

EXCALIBUR ENTERPRISES 

P.O. Box 266, Emmaus, PA 18049 
(215) 791-5710 



Sniffs Out Hidden Transmitters 

Throughtout Ihe world today, corporations, professional 
men, and businessmen are spending millions annually to in¬ 
sure privacy in their offices and homes where important plans 
and policy making decisions are discussed and formulated. 
The "HOUND DOG" is a wise investment tor anyone who has 
reason to believe that an eavesdropping device is now hidden, 
or may be hidden in Ihe future, in either home or office. No 
radio transmitter, no matter how well it may have been hid¬ 
den, can escape detection by the "HOUND DOG" 

The "HOUND DOG" is an advanced electronic instrument 
designed for the sole purpose of locating hidden transmitters. 
An average size office or room can be thoroughly searched in 
only a matter of minutes The HOUND DOG" sniffs out any 
transmitters hidden in pictures, walls, desks, chairs, etc., 
regardless of their operating frequency. 

The "HOUND DOG" is simple to use. Single knob adjust¬ 
ment calibrates the meter and any transmitter signal received 
is indicated by the meter movement. By simply sweeping the 
probe past walls, chairs, pictures, desks, etc. the presence 
of any transmitter will cause a rise in the meter reading. The 
meter reading will continue to rise as the probe approaches 
the transmitter. 

We believe you will find Ihe "HOUNO DOG" outperforms 
most other units selling tor several times the price. This item 
has been built since 1962. Each one is backed by a 3-year 
warranty by us. 

Meter Calibrate 


extends to I 
16 inches 

SIZE. ,1.6x2.4x8.2 INCHES $ 195.00 

USES A COMMON RADIO BATTERY 


Super Powerful 
FM TRANSMITTER 

\ Many times more powerful than other transmitters. 
\ Transmits up to ★ mile to any FM radio -Easy to 
Assemble KM - up to 9V battery (not Ind.) 

$19.95 

Calf 305-725-1000 or send $195.00 + $5.00 shipping 
for Hound Dog and $19.95 and $1.00 shipping for 
FM Transmitter to USI Corp. PO Box SF-2052, 
Melbourne, FL 32902 COD's OK. For a catalog of 
transmitters, voice scramblers & other specialty items 
enclose $2.00 to USI Corp/ 


PREDATOR" 

LASER TARGET DESIGNATOR 


the PROFESSIONALS choice 


★6.4 oz. ★Dependable 
★9 + in. Long ★500 Meter+Range 
★Situation Tested Hot-Cold- 
Humid-Sea ★ Military ★Home 
Security ★Government Agencies 
★ Police ★Private Sector Security 

★ Professional Adventurers 

★ Plain or “State of the Art” 
Shootin - Its PREDATOR! 

Call or write today for information 
on the latest - lightest • most powerful 
laser aiming device on the market today! 


API MARKETING, INC. 

1600 Monrovia Ave., Newport Beach, CA 92663 

( 714 ) 722-9087 

Or call for your local dealer. 


LEARN GUN REPAIR 


YOU CAN BE AN EXPERT 
GUNSMITH IN LESS THAN ,t ^ 
SIX MONTHS V&VJ 

START NOWAND EA RN YOUR DIPLOMA "t-VC 
AT HOME IN YOUR SPARE TIME. f 

OUR FAMOUS STAFF OF EXPERTS WILL TEACH YOU: 

• BASIC/MASTER GUN REPAIR • CUSTOMIZING • CHOKES 

• ACCURIZING • BLUEING • SPORTERIZJNG • SCOPES 

• BALLISTICS SECRETS • HOW TO BUY WHOLESALE 

• RELOAOING FOR PISTOL AND RIFLE • SHOTGUNS 

• HOW TO GET YOUR FEOERAL FIREARMS LICENSE 

PLUS MUCH MORE! 

PROVEN METHODS-CHARTS-EXPLODED VIEWS 
ACCREDITED & APPROVED BY STATE & NATIONAL 
AGENCIES & BY THE V.A. FOR Gl BENEFITS 
OVER 40.000 STUDENTS SINCE 1946 

Send for FREE facts or Call 602-990-8346 


Please RUSH FREE fads on how I can become a 
A professional gunsmith the QUICK easy home study 
way. No Obligation No salesman will call. 

NAME _ «E - 

ADDRESS-- _--- 

CITY _ STATE _ ZIP_ 

MODERN GUN REPAIR SCHOOL, dept. GCK48 
2538 N. 8TH ST„ • Bo* 5338 • PHOENIX AZ 85010 


SURVIVAL KIT/KNIFE SHEATH 


LIVE dour DIE 


INCLUDES 
OVER 69 


SURVIVAL ITEMS 

Emergency Survival Handbook 

Compass 

SpaceBlanket 

oP 0 Comprehensive First Aid Kit 

Wet Stone 


+. c ‘ v t% t v° Weatherproof Matches 
' Magnesium Lighter Bar 
And.much much more! 

nT 0nly*69.95 

>° plus S3.00 shipping and handling 

Al low 4 to 6 weeks delivery 
TO ORDER SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO 


☆ VIETNAM VETERANS ☆ 


NOW AND AT LAST! 

GET THE RECOGNITION 
YOU OESERVE BY 
DISPLAYING THIS 
“PERSONALIZED” 

BUMPER STICKER.^SU 
SHOW YOUR FRIENDS. NEIGHBORS, COMMUNITY 
AND OTHER VETERANS YOUR PRIOE IN BEING 
ONE OF THE MANY COURAGEOUS AMERICANS 
THAT SERVED IN VIETNAM. 




SAIGON 


STICKER WILL INCLUOE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION: 
•YOUR Branch of Service 
•Year(s) YOU Served in Vietnam 
•Area of Vietnam Where YOU Served 
DISPLAY IT ON YOUR CAR, TRUCK, BOAT. ANYWHERE! 
ALSO SUITABLE FOR MOUNTING IN A FRAME. 

.Complete The Information Below (Please , 
■print) And Send It With Your Check Or 1 
I Money Order For $5.95 To: I 

| VISUALTECH - P.O. BOX 826 | 

, ORLAND PARK, ILLINOIS 60462 , 



REGION OF 


I Name_ 

! Address- 
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PEACE WITH HONOR 

Continued from page 39 

the war has escalated in several directions. 
The introduction of Stingers and Blowpipe 
missiles has changed the tactical complex¬ 
ion of the war, and several major Soviet 
offensives have failed. The recent fighting 
in the Khost area near the Pakistan border 
illustrates this. Although the Soviets and 
their puppet government (now renamed Re¬ 
public of Afghanistan instead of the Demo¬ 
cratic Republic of Afghanistan) claim to 
have reopened the road from Gardez to 
Khost, I simply do not believe it. I have 
traveled the Gardez-Khost road several 
times in winter and know of the difficulties 
involved even without being fired on by 
mujahideen. The Soviets may have ramrod- 
ded a convoy or two through, but with in¬ 
formation I have received from Peshawar, I 
doubt it. 

In any event, I do not believe the Soviets 
have made their most recent peace offers 
from a position of strength but rather have 
taken the first step toward possible disen¬ 
gagement. The leadership wishes to prepare 
the world, especially their friends, allies 
and their own people, for a potential future 
withdrawal. The latest offers were pub¬ 
lished in Pravda in early January. If — and it 
is a big if — the upcoming Geneva Confer¬ 
ence agrees on a peace treaty by 1 March 
1988, the Soviets stated they would begin 
withdrawal of their troops on 1 May, pro¬ 
viding the Americans (and others) cease 
sending weapons to the mujahideen. 

And Foreign Minister Eduard Shevard¬ 
nadze has indicated that the interim govern¬ 
ment need not be dominated by the People’s 
Democratic Party of Afghanistan (PDPA, a 
local Communist Party). This is a major, 
and almost unbelievable, concession. 

The Soviets will leave Afghanistan. I am 
still convinced of that. But I am also con¬ 
vinced that the process will take much long¬ 
er than optimists predict. Shevardnadze said 
the troop withdrawal would possibly be 
achieved by the end of the year. However, 
too many complications lie ahead. The 
Soviets insist that those Af ghans who sup¬ 
ported them not be punished or harmed in 
any way; an impossible condition, for too 
much blood has been shed for the mujahi¬ 
deen to let bygones be bygones. (I recently 
told a Soviet scholar; “The solution to this 
problem is simple: Take your 10 friends and 
go!”) 

Another major obstacle is the monitoring 
process. Who will monitor the Soviet with¬ 
drawal and who will monitor the cessation 
of the arms flow to the Afghan resistance 
fighters? A few helicopters and a United 
Nations observation team will not be effec¬ 
tive. A major military force, possibly from 
Islamic nations and sponsored by the United 
Nations, might be the answer, but which 
Islamic nations would want to be involved 
in such a can of worms? 

Some in Washington want to cease send¬ 
ing weapons now as a signal to the Soviets 


of our peaceful intentions. This, in my opin¬ 
ion, would be the wrong signal. We should 
follow the example of the Soviets in the 
Vietnam War. In 1968, when the Amer¬ 
icans first sat down at the peace table in 
Paris, the Soviets escalated the war by in¬ 
creasing the supply of ground-to-air mis¬ 
siles to the North Vietnamese and Viet 
Cong, American air losses increased corre¬ 
spondingly. 

No matter what happens in the short term, 
the actual implementation of a peace treaty 
may take several years, as each side tests the 
commitments of the other. Therefore, those 
nations interested in a free Afghanistan 
should cooperate in the following: 

1) Continue to send weapons in quantity 
and quality to the mujahideen as a signal 
that those concerned will support the guer¬ 
rillas until a negotiated peace becomes a 
reality. 

2) Support Pakistan with economic and 
military assistance. The Afghan issue can 
never be discussed without referring to 
Pakistan and its interests. 

3) Continue humanitarian aid to the refu¬ 
gees, both internal and external. 

4) Increase efforts to help design a politi¬ 
cal solution acceptable to most of the parties 
concerned. 

But what will happen if Afghanistan is 
deserted by those who are now helping and 
the country does finally become a Soviet 
satellite? Quite possibly, if the Soviet Union 
is not back across the border into Soviet 
Central Asia by the year 2000, and given the 
current instability in the region, the Soviet 
Union could become the dominant foreign 
economic and political influence in South 
and Southwest Asia. 

That would definitely not be in the in¬ 
terest of the United States and the Free 
World. ^ 


HONORING THE 
PEACE 

Continued from page 43 

create a power vacuum that will provoke 
resistance groups to feud among themselves 
as they try to fill it. 

Congress must insist that the United 
States maintain an interest in Afghanistan 
even after the Soviets leave. It is the same 
interest we have in Nicaragua, El Salvador, 
the Philippines and South Korea: to help 
create and secure freedom. The United 
States must continue aid and direction to 
help the Afghans evolve a modem demo¬ 
cratic government. 

Congress must insist that the United 
States not pressure the Pakistanis to sign any 
agreement, especially if that would mean 
further increase in the eight-month limit that 
the Pakistanis have already proposed. 

Of these concerns, verification is all- 
important. The administration and Con¬ 
gress must be satisfied with verification in 
any agreement to which the United States is 


to be guarantor — and the United States has 
already agreed to be a guarantor to any 
agreement that comes out of the Geneva 
talks. Congress must subject such an agree¬ 
ment, even though the Senate does not ratify 
it, to the same scrutiny it will apply to the 
Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces (INF) 
Treaty signed in December 1987. Provi¬ 
sions for any withdrawal and aid suspension 
will have an impact on the Afghanistan re¬ 
sistance far greater than any other party. 
The United States has no direct stake. To the 
Soviets it is a limited war. But to the Afghan 
resistance it is a matter of life or death. 

The problems of verifying a Soviet pull¬ 
out make those of verifying the INF treaty 
pale in comparison. The Soviets are only 
going home, which is literally next door, 
and cross-border operations from the Soviet 
Union have been commonplace for years. 
There is the danger that both equipment and 
men could be left behind, with die Soviets 
claiming that they were really part of the 
DR A military. There is a need that any 
agreement be effective in preventing offen¬ 
sive operations and “protective reaction” 
strikes. If the Soviets use the eight or 
however many months they have to with¬ 
draw their troops to go on a massive offen¬ 
sive to clear out the resistance while they 
have had their Stingers and other arms aid 
cut off, the United States will have dealt the 
resistance a crucial, if not decisive, blow. 
Congress must insist that, if verification 
shows the Soviets are failing to carry Out 
their end of the agreement, a surge in Sting¬ 
ers and other arms will be the response. The 
Soviets must be informed of this at the start 
of the process, which would make cheating 
less likely. 

Washington is today much more optimis¬ 
tic than Peshawar. The Soviets obviously 
want to leave but still may want to win first. 
The idea that it is an endgame is possible but 
is still unproven. Moscow may still decide 
to settle in for the long haul or make only a 
partial withdrawal and partition Afghani¬ 
stan along the lines of the Hindu Kush. The 
two key issues of a successor government 
and the timetable for a Soviet withdrawal 
have the potential to choke any 1988 de¬ 
velopment if the Soviets are not already 
convinced they really do want to get out. 

The bottom line remains that any govern¬ 
ment acceptable in the long run to Moscow 
is unlikely to be acceptable to a majority of 
Afghans. If the Soviets really want to leave, 
they must accept that. They must also 
accept that the Afghans already control 80 
percent of their own country and that if the 
Soviet army pulls out, the DRA military 
will probably disintegrate within one year. 
Unless there is an international peacekeep¬ 
ing force, the PDPA leadership will have to 
leave with the Soviets, even if the Peshawar 
leadership agrees to have them stay. Those 
inside Afghanistan will settle scores with 
them. 

If the Soviet army leaves, all of Afghani¬ 
stan will again belong to Afghans. But even 
if this happens, it will not be the end of 
Afghanistan’s fight for freedom. ^ 
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CURRENT REQUIREMENTS - All ads MUST be 
received by the 1st, four months prior lo issue cover 
date. Ad copy must be typed or written clearly with 
authorizing signature, telephone number and pay¬ 
ment. Advertisers offering information packets for a 
fee must send a sample of packet. Cost per insertion 
is SI per word — $20 minimum. Name, address and 
telephone are to be included in the count. FOR 
EXAMPLE: P.O. Box 693 = 3 words; Boulder, 
Colorado = 2 words; 80306 = 1 word. Abbreviations 
such as A.P., 20mm, U.S., etc., count as one word 
each. Hyphenated words and telephone numbers are 
counted as two words. We reserve the right to 
delete or change any copy which we determine to be 
objectionable. Mail to SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Classi¬ 
fied, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306. 


READERS OF BOTH DISPLAY AND CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING ARE ADVISED THAT SOLDIER OF 
FORTUNE MAGAZINE DOES NOT VERIFY VALIDI¬ 
TY OF EVERY ADVERTISEMENT AND/OR THE 
LEGALITY OF EVERY PRODUCT CONTAINED 
HEREN. SHOULD ANY READER HAVE A PROB¬ 
LEM WITH PRODUCTS OR SERVICES OFFERED 
BY AN ADVERTISER, HE SHOULD SEEK ASSIST¬ 
ANCE FROM HIS NEAREST POSTAL INSPECTOR 
AND ALSO CONTACT OUR ADVERTISING DE¬ 
PARTMENT. SOLDIER OF FORTUNE DOES NOT 
INTEND FOR ANY PRODUCT OR SERVICE ADVER¬ 
TISED TO BE USED IN ANY ILLEGAL MANNER. 
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SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is 
a magazine of national and interna¬ 
tional distribution. There may be 
products for which sale, possession 
or interstate transportation may be 
restricted, prohibited or subject to 
special licensing requirements in 
your state. Purchasers should con¬ 
sult the local law enforcement au¬ 
thorities in their area. 


LAW BADGES AND PATCHES send $1 for list or $6 for 12 
monthly lists. BPEC. Dept. SF1287, Box 444, Los Alamitos, CA 
90720. (137)_ 

VERNON S COLLECTORS’ GUIDE TO ORDERS, MEDALS 
& DECORATIONS (with valuations); over 10,000 items; 450 
pages (106 of photos). Softbound $24.95, postage $2. Also: 
catalogue of orders, medals & decorations $1, yearly subscrip¬ 
tion $6. Sydney B. Vernon, Box 1387SF, N. Baldwin, NY 
11510. (126)_ 

NEW LAW ALLOWS DIRECT AMMO SALES. Save $$$. 
Free details. Atlanta Discount Ammo, Dept M, Box 627, Nor- 
cross, GA 30091. (126) 


Go Ahead, 

MAKE MY 

DAY! 

and order my unique and 
unusual books and weapons 
catalog! Stuff too HOT for, 
the local stores to handle 


SEND $1.00 FOR GIANT 

CATALOG.GUARANTEED 

TO MAKE YOUR DAY 11 


Survival Systems • Dept. SF-4 
Box 30309 • Phoenix, Arizona 85046 



THE GOOSE FARM — COMPLETE MAIL AND PRIVACY 
SERVICE — Code — Live Life Your Way, PO Box 1213, Mt. 
Pleasant, TX 75455. (126)_ 

PRIVACY, CONFIDENTIAL MAIL FORWARDING/RECEIV¬ 
ING. Street address/phone, since 1981. Single remail $1. 
MAILDROP. Box 608039, SF-10-12, Orlando, FL 32860, 305- 
295-6261. (126-key) 


TRACE MISSING PERSONS — Big money and adventure 
with our proven professional techniques. Learn how in our 
critically acclaimed bestseller. Send $14.95 to Tower Hill 
Press, PO Box 1132, Doylestown, PA 18901. (135)_ 

NUCLEAR SURVIVAL: Build effective fallout shelter. In¬ 
cludes plans, checklist of Items to stockpile, important mail 
order sources, plus other Disaster Prepardeness information. 
Send $5 to: American Enterprises, Box 11081, San Diego, CA 
92111. (128)_ 

BUMPERST1CKER PRINTER. Cheap, Simple, Portable. 
Free Details. Bumper, POB 22791 (ABM), Tampa, FL 33622. 
(128)_ 

M AKE MONEY SELLING KNIVES. Self defense, martial arts 
items available. Midwest Wholesale Distributors, Inc., PO Box 
426, South Haven, Ml 49090. (127) 


Own your own discount 
sporting goods business! 


Sell 23,000+ sports items, including guns, ammo, 
reloading supplies, fishing and hunting gear from 
home at discounted prices. Full or part time. FREE 
info. Write Sports America, Dept. 907, P.O. Box 2053, 
Highland Park II 60035. 


ARMY SURPLUS: Large Inventory New and Used, Plus Sur¬ 
vival Items. Send $1 (Refundable) for Price Ust: Hugh Wade's 
Oakshire Place, Hiway 51, South Union City, TN 38261. (126) 

FREE CATALOG! Army Navy surplus, collectible WWII items, 
Nazi regalia, medals, Hags, weapons. Send (5) 22c stamps 
postage. Ammo Dump, 2607 Hennepin #433, Minneapolis, 
MN 55408. (128) 

WWII WAR SOUVENIRS* Includes daggers, swords, hel¬ 
mets, everything! Illustrated catalog $10 (refundable). DISCO, 
Box 331-X, Cedarburg, Wl 53012. (131)_ 

SMOKE GENERATING DEVICES (Candies, Bombs, Pots, 
Grenades) — Send $2 (refundable with order) for catalog of 
these and much more! Sigrtus, Box 33712-WR, Phoenix, AZ 
65067, (126)_ 

KNUCKS — Genuine brass paperweights. Not cheap alumi¬ 
num, $7 postpaid. Immediate shipment. MATTHEWS POLICE 
SUPPLY, PO Box 1754, Matthews, NC 28105. (133) 


BUTTERFLY KNIVES 

The Folding BALISONG 
knives originated in the 
Philippines — used by their 
fighting forces. Now made into 
fine quality hunting knives. 

The blade is of surgical 
steel. The butterfly design 
protects the working 
portion of the knife. A 
lever locks the 
handle securely 
in the open or 
closed position. 

Model K98-P 

$ 8 50 Ea. 

and s 1 50 UPS charges 

WESTBURY SALES CO. 

DEPT P-4-SF 
373 Maple Avenue 
Westbury, New York 11590 




CUSTOM EMBROIDERED PATCHES. Your design, any 
size, shape, colors. Five piece minimum, free brochure and 
random sample. Hein, 4202B N. Drake, Chicago, IL 60618. 

(131) _ 

RANGER, AIRBORNE, BODYGUARD TRAINING. Catalog 
and information $5 ($7 foreign). USTC, 2020 N. Broadway, 
Suite 103, Santa Ana, CA 92706. (126)_ 

ORIGINAL CIA Black Book of improvised weapons, 2 giant 
volumes reduced to pocket size. $11.95 ppd. GROUND 
ZERO, PO Box 335A, Croton, OH 43013. (130)_ 

IS YOU LIFE WORTH 3 BUCKS? Our new catalog of military, 
outdoor, & survival gear is! Refund on purchase. GROUND 
ZERO, PO Box 335A, Croton, OH 43013. (130)_ 

SPECIAL FORCES, RANGER, AIRBORNE challenge coins. 
List $1. Custom minting for your unit available. Phillips, West 
Monticello, Brookhaven, MS 39601-3304, (133)_ 

DEGREES IN POLICE SCIENCE — Bachelor s, Master s, 
and Doctorates through HOME STUDY. Also obtainable in 
Psychology, Sociology, Hypnotherapy, Parapsychology, Busi¬ 
ness Administration and other subjects. Send $2 tor Catalog 
about degrees and requirements to ST. JOHN’S UNIVERSI- 
TY, 31916 Pat’s Lane (SF), Springfield, LA 70462. (127) 


MILITARY HISTORY 

i 'i? 

ON VIDEOCASSETTE 

See military history come alive—as it actually happened! 
Our illustrated catalog of over 300 titles features hard-to- 
find original material showing both sides ot all major 20th 
Century wars from World War 1 through the Falklands J 
campaign. For your copy of our catalog send SI .00 to: * 


INTERNATIONAL HISTORIC FILMS, INC. 1 
Box 2903 5, Chicago, IL 6062* 

Dept 11 1 

i 


LE MERCENAIRE! Monthly Intelligence newsletter on terror¬ 
ism, communist subversion, covert operations. $15 year. $17 
overseas. Sample $2. LE MERCENAIRE, PO Box 507, 
Fredoricktown, MO 63645. (141)_ 

MOVING FAST? Keep a permanent address for as low as $7 a 
month. Not a box number but your own address and suite 
number. Also available—phone number, remailing, mail for¬ 
warding and more. ALL CONFIDENTIAL. For information en¬ 
close a stamp to THE BRANCH OFFICE, 3341 W. Peoria Ave., 
Phoenix, AZ 85029. (602) 993-7534. (127) 

VIETNAM COLLECTOR? Veteran? Patches, books, Dt pins, 
T-shirts. New: Grenada, Lebanon tributes. Catalog $1. SAT- 
CONG, Box 177VF, Syracuse, NY 13208. (127)_ 

CRIMEF1GHTERS send $2 for Police Catalog. B-PEC, Dept. 
SF1187, Box 444, Los Alamitos, CA 90720. (137) 


MILITARY COLLECTORS 

postpaid. • German War Badges • postpaid. 



Sub — Iron Cross — Wound 

Your choice any one = $8.00 or all 3 = $20.00. All are 
full size, not miniatures. These made from originals. Your 
choice W.W. .91 or £2 (state choice). We have most 
complete st ock of W.W, #2 German badges-caps-fJags, 
etc. in U.S. —T«W3tguMindnoiapii 

Postpaid. (Sent free with any order). 

Our 224 page fully illustrated CATALOG $3.00. 

W.W. #2 Ltd. Box 2063-F, St. Louis, Mo. 63158 


FREE 32-PAGE PRIVACY CATALOG! Low-profile methods. 
Asset protection. Secret hiding places. Home businesses, 
cash income opportunities. Get new credit, jobs, degrees. 
EDEN PRESS, PO Box 8410-SR, Fountain Valley, CA 92728. 
(128)_ 

DIVORCE DIRTY TRICKS. Protect property. Win custody you 
want. Sharpest tactics revealed 228-page book, $14.95. 
Guaranteed. EDEN PRESS, PO Box 8410-DD, Fountain Val- 
iey, CA 92728. (128)_ 

GET FOREIGN PASSPORTS. 26 countries analyzed. Legal 
requirements, inside information. Free details. EDEN PRESS, 
Box 8410-FP, Fountain Valley, CA 92728. (12S)_ 

FREE KUNG FU LESSONS. Guaranteed satisfaction. Send 
$1 for postage: McLISA, PO Box 1755, Dept. SF88-C, Honolu- 
lu, HI 96806. (146-KEY)_ 

ALASKAN FISHING JOBS. BIG MONEY. EXCITEMENT. 

Send $3 (refundable) to: JC THOMPSON, 2508 Fifth Ave. 
#121-S, Seattle, WA 98121. (128) 


ARREST Violators!] 

D Hi 



Wear the Badge of la 

DETECTIVE 


USE 
SECRET 
EQUIPMENT 
Sarnttlaact EfuipmiiH. 
'“-Iwlofl Kits, Mfii. 
cat* TatapboMt. Lap 

-j*r», loup.ck Cant 

BaRtf-frccf torts, latrai 
RlfM Scap«t,_Rapgai(lit| 


NO PREVIOUS TRAINING NEEDED 

• Your spirit of adventure, danger, and 
self reliance can lead you to an excit¬ 
ing career opportunity. Solve myster¬ 
ies, bring criminals to justice, protect 
the innocent. Experts guide you every 
step of the way. Men and women 
needed to work in challenging situa¬ 
tions, withstanding hardships, 
prtakatt StapteMi'Lii ^Amake on the spot decisions. 
lMsitn, lackpick 6an, Learn the latest investiga¬ 

tive techniques using special 
law enforcement equipment 
the same equipment 
used by the FBI, the CIA, and the Secret Service. Start your 
own investigative agency. Save up to 25% and more on all 
equipment. Send for free details. 

Approved by Cattf. Dept, of Public instruct. 

r THE ROUSE SCHOOL of Special Detective Training 

j DEPT. SFB03, P.O. Box 25750, Santa Ana, CA 92799 . 

* Rumh me your "Detective" Career Kit— No talesman will call. • 
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NOTICE TO READERS 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is 
a magazine of national and interna¬ 
tional distribution. There may be 
products for which sale, possession 
or interstate transportation may be 
restricted, prohibited or subject to 
special licensing requirements in 
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sult the local taw enforcement au¬ 
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RHODESIA VETS AND RHODESIANS — Contact RVA, PO 
Box 1221, Agoura Hills, CA 91301, or call (213) 234-9201. (TF) 

NEW BOOK CATALOG! 50 page catalog describes over 300 
fascinating titles. The best books available on weaponry and 
dozens of other subjects! Send $1 to: PALADIN PRESS, PO 
Box 1307-BAQT, Boulder, CO 80306. (303) 443-7250, (128) 

RIDE AGAIN WITH THE 7th CAVALRYI! Add a page of 
history to your family tree with a realistic Honorable Discharge 
from Custers 7th Cavalry, dated 1876. A unique 8x10 collec¬ 
tors item, beautifully portrayed on assimilated parchment, with 
ample name space. $5 postpaid. Cash or M.O. Military 
Graphics Ltd., Box 582, Woburn, MA 01801. (127) 

CUSTOM EMBROIDERED EMBLEMS, PINS, CAPS. Made 
from your design. Highest quality, lowest prices. Free catalog/ 
prices. Stardl, 61st Jane, New York, NY 10014, (212) 929- 
2293. (126) 



VIETNAM 

VETERANS 

RINGS 


cWMF/F. Hart 
Royalties go to Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial Fund 


Cast in stainless steel. Expertly modeled 
Vietnam Veterans’ statue and the RVN medal 
are displayed in bold relief on ring sides. Bezel 
reads VIETNAM VETERAN. 


Red or Blue European spinel stones ____ $64.95. 

Marine Corp emblem mounted on red stone .. $74.95. 

Green spinel and blrthstones available ... . $74.95. 


Size accuracy is very important due to the hardness of 
the metal. Allow 6-8 weeks delivery times. Add $2.00 
for shipping. 

Major Don Wortman, USAF Retired 

EAGLE LTD • 2051 Opal Dr. 

Prescott, AZ 86301 • (602) 778-5656 


UNUSUAL BOOKS — Over 475 Exciting Titles! Exotic 
Weaponry, Military, Martial Arts, Crime, Self-Defense, Surveil¬ 
lance, Chemistry, Privacy, Survival, Knives, Fireworks Buying, 
Spy Operations, Anything on Anyone, Big Brother, Comprom¬ 
ising Machines, Wiretapping, New Ways of Fighting Back and 
MUCH MOREI Huge Eye-Opening Book Catalog $2 plus 
FREE Copy ALPHA FORCE NEWSLETTER. Satisfaction Al¬ 
ways Guaranteed! Authors Wanted. ALPHA PUBLICATIONS, 
PO Box 92-S, Sharon Center, OH 44274. (129) 


EDINBURGH MILITARY TATTOO 


VHS 

ONLY 


on Video for the first time 


$ 39.95 


75 minutes of pogeontry, precision fomnotion marching and military 
ceremoniol splendor. 


BRITISH REGALIA IMPORTS 

Deportment 6 

P.O. Box 50473, - Nashville. TN 37205 


WE ARE THE GOOSE FARM — If there is a need to keep your 
private life "private" - that is our business, our only business. 
Mail, code, complete — PO Box 1213, Mt. Pleasant, TX 75455. 
029)_ 

BE A GUN DEALERI!! Buy Firearms Wholesale! SAVE Big 
Bucks! Get your license approved the first try! Kit includes 
application, wholesaler directory, phones, advice on selling 
from home/apartment. $5. Sandhill Arms, Box56-SF, Portales, 
NM 88130. (127)_ 

WWII RELICS! Cheaper than Globe, WWII Ltd., Collector's 
Armory! Flags, daggers, medals, insignia, helmets. Illustrated 
catalog, $5 (refundable). RELICS, Box 261 -D, Cambridge, MN 
55008. (126) 


EAST GERMAN ID “Ausweis" Border pass in Russian/Ger¬ 
man with red soviet seal. Unissued, room for photo. $6. Other 
documents available. D. Ewing, Box 993, Montpelier, VT 
05602. (126)_ 

STATE PISTOL LAWS, regulations all states and Federal 
Gun Laws, both $5. Police Catalog $2. Schlessinger, PO Box 
882, New York, NY 10150. (126) 


WIN $1,000’S 

AT ANY RACETRACK 
Revealing new system at all 
racetracks in U.S.A. and Canada 
Check your choice, send ad with order: 
□ Horses □ Dogs □ Harness 
$5.00 each from: MORGAN, 

P.O.B. 1261, So. Pasadena, CA 91030 


MIL TECH VIDEO. Weapons, ammunition, vehicles, aircraft, 
development, use, history, elite units, survival, tactics. WORL¬ 
DWIDE, SASE - LIST. CSA - V, ROCKVILLE, MD 20850 - 
4253. (125) 


MILITARY SURPLUS 

Genuine U.S. Military clothing and equipment, 
manuals, uniform devices and much more. 

To receive catalog, in U.S., send self-addressed 
stamped (39 cent) envelope, outside U.S. $2.00. 

J.R. SALES CO. 

P.O. BOX 4253F 
LANCASTER, CA 93539-4253 


WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Assassination/conspiracy re¬ 
search materials: Videocassettes, audiotapes, photographs, 
literature. Catalogue: $3. Collector's Archives, Box 2, 
Beaconsfield, Quebec. H9W 5T6. (137) 

BRITISH/SCOTTISH MIUTARIA COLLECTORS REGIMEN- 

TAL Insignia, Blazer Crests, Ties, Plaques, Tankards, etc., of 
Elite British/Scottish Regiments, SAS, Para, Guards, etc. and 
RAF. Also Scottish Clan Regalia, weaponry and miniatures. 
Import catalog $2. BRITISH REGALIA IMPORTS, Dept. 6, PO 
Box 50473, Nashville, TN 37205. (127) 




Gl SUPPLY 

Gl 

ISSUI 


R.D. #8, BOX 155A Dept. SOF 
NEWTON, N.J. 07060 

U.S. LARGE COMBAT 

FIELD PACK 

WITH FRAME (LC 2 -ALICE PACK) 

$ 118 00 

■ ■ W SPECIAL 

Original and current Gl issue Long Range Special 
Mission Model has a total of 6 outside pockets. 
‘D’ rings inside the main compartment to shorten 
pack if not Tilled to capacity, Our pack is complete 
with Gl Frame straps, Kidney Belt, .etc. Rip Stop 
O.D. Nykm will carry 70 lbs. easy. 

Send $2 00 ORDERING INSTRUCTIONS: Money Order, personal 

For 200 item Ctetaloa! checks or Vita 4 Master Card gladly accepted. NO 
. _ COD’s. All merchandise is 100% guaranteed. Residents 
3(201 )948-6260qp> of Alaska, Hawaii and Puerto Rico add 5% for shipping. 



BRITISH DPM CAMOUFLAGE, Field Jackets $115., S.A.S. 
Hooded Smocks $145. Complete British Catalog $1. B.M.S., 
Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. MasterCard & VISA accepted! 
(126)_ 

AGENT ORANGE map FREE for SASE. Allied, Drawer 5070 
(EP). Glendale, AZ 85312. (126)_ 

MAJ. ROBERT ROGERS — the ORIGINAL COMMANDO? 

Learn the secrets of ROGERS' RANGERS. Reprint of Stand¬ 
ing Orders circa 1759. Typeset in Old English on 11x17 simu¬ 
lated parchment heavy stock. Suitable for framing. Great con¬ 
versation piece! Get one for your office or den. Onfy $4.98. GB 
PUTZ, PO Box 802, Dept. SOF, Bountiful, UT 84010. (126) 


INTRIQUE PUBLICATIONS 

SURVIVAL • DISGUISE • PRIVACY 
LEGAL SELF HELP • UNDERGROUND BUSINESS 
NEW IDENTITY • NEW WAYS OF FIGHTING BACK 
THESE AND MANY MORE CONTROVERSIAL 
SUBJECTS AVAILABLE 

HUGE 64-Pg DISCOUNT CATALOG — $1.00 (ref.) 

INTRIQUE • 100QX Tenth St. Sacramento, CA 95814 


RHODESIAN CAMOUFLAGE, World Famous “BRUSH" Pat¬ 
tern. Shirts $37.50, Pants $42., Boonie Hats $19., T-Shirts 
$15. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. (126) 


FREEDOM COUNTRY 



20 BIG acres in WESTERN MONTANA, starting at $9850 
$500 down, $97/month. Trout fishing, backpacking, 
camping. Elk, deer, moose, bear. ADJACENT to National 
Forests, near established towns. Yellowstone and Glacier 
National Parks nearby. GUARANTEED ACCES5, INSURED 
TITLE, WARRANTY DEED. FREE color brochure, photos, 

mapS ' -FULL MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE- 
CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-592-5990. 
TREASURE STATE RANCHES 

210 Milwaukee Street, Dept. S 
Deer Lodge, Montana 59722 - (406) 846-1000. 


NAZI SILVER! Silver (.927 fine) bars bearing old Nazi 
emblem! Three for $35 ($12.95 apiece). Catalog, $5 (refund- 
able). SBI, Box 261 -DN, Cambridge, MN 55008. (126) 

IMPERIAL JAPANESE SILVER! Silver bars (.927 fine) bear¬ 
ing WWII Japanese chrysanthemum emblem! Three for $35 
($12.95 apiece). Catalog, $5 (refundable). SB!, Box 261-DJ, 
Cambridge, MN 55008. (126)_ 

BECOME A U.S. MILITARY OFFICER! Commissioned Offic¬ 
er tells how. Send $4 to: Officer, Rt5 Box 250A, Lubbock, TX 
79407. (127)_ 

AIRBORNE/ELITE BOOKS our specialty. Also, Vietnam 
material. List $1. The Battery Press, Inc., PO Box 3107C, 
Uptown Station, Nashville, TN 37219. (126)_ 

.50 —CAL. MACHINE GUN BELTS. Enhance your fireplace, 
den, place of business with impressive and unique wall display 
of authentic 1943-4 Frankford Arsenal war issue .50 cal. com¬ 
plete shells less powder with steel links for continuous belt. 
Excellent condition. Massive 100 rounds nearly 9 ft. long. 
$63.50 plus $8 shipping; 50 rounds $34.50 plus $5; 25 rds. 
$19.50 plus $4. Also artillery shells etc. "JOE JELINEK, 1201 F 
Cottage Grove, Chicago Heights, IL 60411. (312) 758-2183.” 
(126) 


SURVEILLANCE 

Investigative and security aids, optical equip¬ 
ment, executive protection, communications 
and countermeasures. 

Send $2.00 to the Surveillance Specialists - 

Sherwood Communications Assoc., Ltd. 

P.O. Box 535 S Southampton, PA 1896b 

(215) 357-9065 


FIREWORKS: Fun, safe, top quality, lowest prices, catalog 
$1. WESTSHORE FIREWORKS INC., 6641 E. Dewey SI8, 
Fountain, Ml 49410. (135)_ 

COMBAT HISTORY ON VIDEO CASSETTE! WWIf, Korea, 
Vietnam. Over 70 programs. Free list for SASE. CMI, PO Box 
40461C, Nashville, TN 37204. (126)_ 

WAR WITH EMPTY HANDS, by Lenox Cramer, former 5th 
Special Forces (SOG). Hardcore Full Contact Martial Arts! 
$16.95 Postpaid. UNUSUAL BOOK CATALOG $2. ALPHA 
PUBLICATIONS, PO Box 92-Wh, Sharon Center, OH 44274. 
(129)_ 

ARMY SURPLUS ILLUSTRATED CATALOG! Genuine Gl 
Field Jackets, liners, BDU sets, Manuals, Sleeping Bags, and 
tons of Military and Outdoor Products. Send $1 (refunded with 
order). Jefferson's ALLIED ARMY SURPLUS, 5618 Jefferson, 
New Orleans, LA 70123. (126) 


U.S. MILITARY INSIGNIA: 
1940 through Current 
Large Catalog, $2.00 

SAUNDERS 

Box 3133-SF • Naples, FL 33939-3133 


KNIVES — COMBAT, MILITARY, BUTTERFLY, SURVIVAL! 

Latest models, low prices! Catalog $1. Athena International, 
PO Box 19058, Dept. SOF, Baltimore, MD 21284 (126) 

SURVEILLANCE-COUNTERSURVEILLANCE! Micro trans¬ 
mitters 500% savings! Night vision, lasers, stun guns, secret 
devices, ultrasonic's, bug detectors, restricted books, more — 
huge catalog $5.00 (refundable). PROTECTOR, PO Box 
520294, Salt Lake City, UT 84152. (125)_ 

AUTHENTIC BRITISH MILITARY BERETS — 100% wool 
replete with leatherbinder, adjustable drawcord and eyelets — 
$17.95 ea. plus flat $1.75 shipping & handling. Quantity dis¬ 
counts available. Free catalogue. Sizes (m) 7Vfe (!) 7V4. Black 
(Royal Tank Regiment), Commando green (Royal Marines), 
Maroon (Airborne Forces). VOYAGEUR, INC., Dept. A, 4323 
Baychester Ave., Bronx, NY 10466. (127) 
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BRITISH MIUTARIA, Authentic collectibles from the 1800's 
through WWII, Royal Air Force, Royal Navy, Royal Marines, 
Parachute Regiment, S.A.S. Insignia, Headwear, Badges, 
Uniforms, Medals, Boer War Helmets, Etc. Send $3. for cata¬ 
log, S12. overseas. British Collectibles Ltd., Dept. A, 2113 
Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica, CA 90403. (136)_ 

ATTENTION MARINES! See our large selection of hats, 
T-shirts, and sportswear with bold insignias of the Corps! Free 
brochure available. BULLDOG HAT COMPANY, Suite 301, 
6278 N. Federal Hwy„ R. Lauderdale, FL 33308. (127) 


-COURSES- * 

* C0MMAN00 - 7 DAYS * 

iY SURVIVAL - 5 DAYS J 

tv SNIPER - 5 DAYS * 

* SAS - 30 DAYS \ 

BRIGADE SECURITY FORCES l 

P.O BOX 1237 DEPT S0F 
MOORESVJLLE. NC 28115 USA * 

►★★★★★★+★+****+**** 



;si- 

♦ CASH 
I FOR A 

♦ BROCHURE 


★★★★★***★*★* 



qANGER JO/r 


International 
Military Supply 
ALL SEASON 

JUNGLE BOOTS 


Black leather 
with 10” Cordura* 
nylon up 

Gore-Tex 


separately 


$ 39 M 


Catalog $2.00 
Refundable with order 


INTERNATIONAL MILITARY SUPPLY, All NEW Catalog of 
Uniforms & Equipment from the U.S. and over 25 Countries! 
Only .50C l.M.S.,’ Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. (126) 

SELL GUNS! Dealer applications, instructions, guide, 
wholesalers kit —$4. (refundable). Allied, Drawer 5070 (EN), 
Glendale. AZ 85312. (126)_ 

COMPLETE SOF Collection! Every issue of SOF from 
Volume 1, Number 1 to Volume 12, Number 12. Excellent 
condition. $150.00. Joe Norris, 1951A County Hwy. D, Wiscon- 
sin Rapids, Wl 54494. (715) 886-3261. (126)_ 

ULTRE RARE GERMAN WAR PARAPHERNALIA: Illus¬ 
trated catalogs listing hundreds of daggers, uniforms, medals, 
accoutrements; money back guaranteed and inspection time; 
lay-a-way, hold orders and consignment orders welcomed; 
yeariy subscription $7. Sample $2. and S.A.S.E.; S.J. Ex. Co. 
Ltd., PO Box 3443, Scottsdale, AZ 85257. (126) 



U-BOAT CAPTAIN'S CAP 

top Gold insignia and visor braid 
Leather chin strap State size wanted S89.00 

ights Cross with its 17" neck ribbon 
and oak leaf with swords $21.00 
We pay postage Our 224 page fully illustrated 
catalog S3.00 (FREE with order) 

i*Vi4.x-r»Kti>r.ifr!T7nM 
Box 2063 "F, St. Louis, MO 63158 


VIETNAM MAPS! 17 war maps kit plus 1:50,000 patrol 
"Quads” index $5.95. Allied, Drawer 5070 (EG), Glendale. AZ 
85312. (126)_ 

YOU CAN FIND ANYONE! secretly obtain confidential postal 
and DMV records, unlisted phone numbers, birth/death, credit 
and confidential court records. Author reveals every source, 
method and trick known. Locate old friends, lost (overs, debtors 
and enemies. For profit, fun or adventure. Satisfaction Guaran¬ 
teed. For your copy of YOU CAN FIND ANYONE send $11.95 
plus $1.50 postage. TARGET BOOKS, 407-B W. Santa Clara, 
Santa Ana, CA 92706. (126)_ 

BE YOUR OWN “EQUALIZER"! Amazing textbook details 
tradecraft of international mechanics! $11. GUARANTEED! 
Bradley Steiner, Box 1278-SF, Seattle, WA 98111. (126) 


CAPS, with military insignias of Elite Fighting Forces. Send 
SASE for illustrated folders and products, Box 286-5048, Be- 
lair, MD 21014. (126)_ 

SOG-CIA CARD. Famous "Get out of jail free" Vietnam spy 
ID. $3. (two for $5.). Lone’s, Box 998 (FJ), El Segundo, CA 
90245. (126)_ 

"THE JOY OF REVENGE”, Miss Nasty's get even book, 
$4.95. MBC-F8, Box 2264, Peoria, AZ 85345. (126) 

PERSONAL and ORGANIZATIONAL SECURITY HAND¬ 
BOOK (P.O.S.H.) - State-of-the-art in security, safety, and 
protection, only $75. ppd. Send check or M.O. to: GOVERN¬ 
MENT DATA PUBLICATIONS, Posh Division, 1120 Connecti¬ 
cut Ave. NW, Washington, DC 20036. (718) 627-0819. (126) 



Mite#:, 

BUSHPILOT WITVGS 


BADGE QUALITY — CORROSION FREE RHODIUM 
SEND $6.95 TO: BUSHPILOT 

P.O. BOX 541384 
DALLAS, TX 75354-1384 
CATALOG WITH PURCHASE — ALLOW 4-S WEEKS 


FLORIDA REMAILS $1. Also private Mail Forwarding, Tele¬ 
phone Message Service. General Secretarial Services, Box 
11194, Jacksonville, FL 32239. (904) 723-3211. (128) 

ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY WARFARE HANDBOOK 

8Vfe"x11", current and developing technologies, charts, tables, 
hundreds of color photographs, pages. $12.95 plus $3. S&H, 
ppd. GOVERNMENT DATA PUBLICATIONS, Dept ATWH, 
1120 Connecticut Ave. NW, Washington, DC 20036. (718) 
627-0819. (126)_ 

RHODESIAN/SOUTH AFRICAN WAR BOOKS, unobtain¬ 
able USA. Write: Galago Publishing, PO Box 404, Aiberton 
1450, South Africa, catalogue $1. (127)_ 

FIREWORKS, PYROTECHNICS SUPPLIES — B and C 

Class. Chemicals, Fuse, Casings. Addresses of 24 Mailorder 
Companies -t Useful Comments on Each. Only $3. Patriotics, 
PO Box 538, Durham, NH 03824. (127) 


& The 


Black Falcon 

BOMBER JACKET 



TM|S 



ALL BLACK 
TOP-GRAIN LEATHER 
• ESPECIALLY TAILORED 
FOR BIG-BORE 
SHOULDER HOLSTER 
CONCEALMENT! 

• This Is The Original 
‘DEUTSCH KOMMANDO’ 
Flight Jacket — Fully 
Lined w/lnside Map 
Pocket, Zip Comp. On 
Sleeve, Double-Entry 
Front Pockets, Heavily- 
Padded Elbows AND YOU 
GET A FREE, BLACK GENUINE 
SWISS ARMY KNIFE W/LOCKBLADE. 
Available In Even Sizes 38-52. 

WEEK ONLY $219.95 Shlp P X s r,n. 

DELIVERY (Foreign - Add 20*) 


Knife 
00 value) I 


The Toughest Jacket Around 


CREDIT CARO PHONE ORDERS 
CALL (512) 697-8900 


CATTLE BARON LEATHER CO. 
P.O. Box 100724 Dept. SOF-4 
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78201 


FREE CATALOG 


• Espionage & controversial political collectibles. 

• Military art prints & collector books. 

- Quality military collectibles. 

• Historical military art limited editions. 

HISTORICAL MILITARY ART AND COLLECTIBLES 
P.O. Box iBOS'Sf Lafayette, CA 94549 
Phone 24 hours: (4 IS) 283-1771 


VIETNAM “SPECIAL OPERATIONS" Tigerstripe Uniforms 
as worn in the movie "The Green Berets" and on “Tour of 
Duty". Suit $70. Short Brim Boonie Hats $15. A.H.A., Box 
21606, Denver, CO 80221. MasterCard & VISA Accepted! 
(126)_ 

THE INTELLIGENCE LIBRARY — Many unusual, informa¬ 
tive books on Electronic Surveillance, Weapons, Investiga¬ 
tions, Unusual Technologies, Documents, etc. Free 
Brochures: MENTOR, Dept. G-2, Drawer 1549, Asbury Park, 
NJ 07712. (130) 


MAPS — MAPS. 50,000 military, CIA, travel. Surplus maps 
catalog $3. (refundable). Allied, Drawer 5070 (EO), Glendale, 
AZ 85312. (126)_ 

POLICE SUPPLIES. Leather slappers, $10.50; blackjack bil¬ 
ly, $15., nightsticks, 22" $4., official double lock handcuffs, 
$11., single lock handcuffs, $4., black finish, $5., thumbcuffs, 
$6.50; legcuffs with 16" chain, $18. Send order NOW with 
check or money order including $2. shipping to: BLUE BELL 
MAILBAG, PO Box 135, Blue Bell, PA 19422. (126) 

URBAN ASSAULT VEHICLE. Modify any automobile. James 
Bond type gadgets. Complete plans $20. Nemesis Rex Enter- 
prises, Box 1753, Martinsville, IN 46151. (126)_ 

XXL & XXXL CAMOUFLAGE UNIFORMS, We carry Wood¬ 
land, Desert & Tiger Stripe for $35. each Piece $68. per Suit. 
Complete Listing .50® A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 
(126) 


The Most Powerful 
Slingshot in the ivorld 



* More “muzzle” energy than some .22 cal. cartridges. 

* Shoots 184 gr. lead ball (SO cal.) 200 ft. per sec. 

* Over 300 yard range. 

* Kill instantly grouse, duck, squirrel, rabbit, raccoon, 

cat, dog, <oi, badger, even coyote. 

* Shoots 50 cal. holes clear thru 1/4" plywood. 

* Up to 50 lb. draw (can you pull it ?). 

Slingshot with 4 extra power bands: *20 - 
Extra power bands: *3** per set. Ammo: *8** per lb. 

Dorilm Inquiries M Dny 

Welcome Money-bock Guarantee 

Will Send C.O.D. 702,361-8341 

Ron Sinclair Zli E. Wire Spriifi U. Us Vuis, Vi. 1)123 


U.S. WWII MILITARY ITEMS, Silk escape maps, etc. Send 
SASE for free list. Frank Bona, PO Box 2156, W. Peabody, MA 
01960 (126)_ 

HANDGUN STOPPING POWER calculations made easy; 
technical study & accurate system. $2. SAC, 553 Sudden 
Valley, Bellingham, WA 98226. (126)_ 

“NAVY SEALS IN VIETNAM” — THE TRUTH! First video 
documentary co-written by SEAL TEAM ONE members. Cov¬ 
ers uniforms, weapons, equipment, operations; all gear pecul¬ 
iar to SEAL use $15.95. ALSO AVAILABLE for the FIRST 
TIME “NAVY SEALS ON PATROL". Rare footage of REAL 
SEALS on patrol IN VIETNAM! Shot in Vietnam in 1968 by 
SEAL TEAM ONE members. See an entire operation per¬ 
formed and explained! A MUST for any serious collector 
$21.95. ALSO AVAILABLE: "MEN WITH GREEN FACES" 
and "SOMEONE SPECIAL" $24.95. $AVE get ALL FOUR 
TAPES only $76,951 Profits from all sales donated to the 
UDT-SEAL MUSEUM fund for a BRONZE STATUE in memory 
of all SEALS killed in action. LOTI GROUP PRODUCTIONS. 
Dept "A", B341 SW 157 Avenue, Suite 311, Miami, FL 33193. 
(126) 


RCGIMCNTAL INSIGNIA & UICRPONRV 

SAS • RAF • BLACK UJATCH 

PARA • RM • CRMCRONS 

RSDG • RN • GUARDS etc. 



Import Catalog $2.00 
BRITISH RCGAIIA IMPORTS 

Department-6 

P.O. Box 50473 • Nashville, TN 37205 


SELL PHOTOS — How to make money with your camera. 
Money back guaranteed. Report, Send $3. Mr. Johnson, 3208 
Curtis Dr. 405, Temple Hills, MD 20748. (126)_ 

FREE ANTI-COMMUNIST BOOK CATALOG! Write to Ses¬ 
sions Book Sales, Dept. F, PO Box 9593, Birmingham, AL 
35220. (126)_ 

CADILLACS, MERCEDES, PORSCHE, ETC., direct from 
Government. Seized in drug raids. Available your area. Save 
$thousands$. 216-453-3000, ext. A8181. (126)_ 

BULLETPROOFING PUBLICATIONS! "Waifs”, "Glass", 
"Body Armor". Plans and instructions kit $4,951 Allied, Drawer 
5070 (EH), Glendale, AZ 85312. (126)_ 

CAMO LCD WATCHES, O.D. Band Camo Face, Quartz 
Movement $4.50 ea. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 
(126) 
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NOTICE TO READERS 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is 
a magazine of national and interna¬ 
tional distribution. There may be 
products for which sale, possession 
or interstate transportation may be 
restricted, prohibited or subject to 
special licensing requirements in 
your state. Purchasers should con¬ 
sult the local law enforcement au¬ 
thorities in their area. 


RUSSIAN CAMO UNIFORMS, Smocks $50., Pants $45., 
Jumpsuits $80. Seen in "RED DAWN" & "RAMBO III” A.H.A., 
Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. Complete Listing & Photo $1. 
(126) 


WEAPONS/COMMANDO NEWSLETTER! Reviews, bulle¬ 
tins, instruction, contests, morel! SURVIVAL PRODUCTS! 
U.S./CANADA. Year bimonthly: $14, Sample: $2. MILITARY 
TRADER, Box 747, Substation #11, Edmonton, Alta, T6G- 
2EO, Canada. (126) 



FEDERAL FIREARMS LICENSE KIT. $5. (refundable)! Ap¬ 
plications, instructions, wholesalers, supplies, gun laws. 
Lone’s, Box 998 (FN), El Segundo, CA 90245. (126) 


LATEST MODEL 6 SHOT 

ITALIAN AUTOMATIC TEAR GAS GUN 


ONLY 


$9,?sL 


Fires 22 cal. tear 
gas or blank ammo. 

Solid metal. 6 shot, clip "“ 
fed. Rapid firing. With in¬ 
structions. 

For self-protection, theatre, dog 
training, sports. Purchaser must 



\p^a 


California. 

Box 434, Dept. TA-4-SF, Westbury, New York 11590 


FOR SALE — MILITARIA, Head gear, edged weapons, 
accoutrements, military books & records & tapes, etc. Send 
.50c for latest lists to: Globe Mililaria Inc., RFD1 — Box 269, 
Keene, NH 03431. (128)_ 

WWII GERMAN MILITARIA: Insignia, flags, medals, uni¬ 
forms, daggers, camouflage, books. World's biggest catalog, 
$2. KRUPPER, Box 177SF, Syracuse, NY 13208. (137) 

SECRET MAILBOX! Confidential, mail receiving and forward¬ 
ing. Write: POSTAL SHOPPE, 369 East 900 South, Salt Lake 
City, UT 84111. (126)_ 

LEATHER BULLWHIPS. Will “crack" like a rifle! Wide price 
range. Best prices! Are guaranteed. Send for free details. 
LEATHER SUPPLY OUTLET, 425 Ninth Ave., St. Albans, WV 
25177. (126)_ 

HOW TO PREPARE YOUR WILL at home in less than one 
hour. Easy. Legal. Free details. Bodenka-2, Box 930, Winder, 
GA 30680. (126)_ 

A.H.A. PRODUCTS, 24 Hour Order Line for MasterCard & 
VISA Orders 1-303-450-6468. (126) 



1 Yz" Sculpted belt, 

antique brown (genuine leather), 

$11.75 each 


HIGHLY DETAILED 
COLORED BUCKLES 

$8.75 ea. 

(fils 1V2” lo 1^4 belts) 

Add $1.75 Postage & Ins. 

PA residents add 6% sales tax. 


Please give waist size 


R.G.R. DISTRIBUTORS 

125 Rock St., Hughestown, PA 18640 

I enclose-for- 

Biochure. SORRY NO C.O.D.* 
10 Day Money Back Guarantee 
Name -- — 


1 

I 


USAF-73 BC 

usmc 


City 


I 

I 





DYSART S WOLF KENNEL 


MACKENZIE VALLEY TIMBERWOLVES 



Would you tike to have a companion & protector bred 
from the largest strain of wolves in the world, like the 
one above? Crossed with the finest German Shepherd 
imports: Vi wolf and up. puppies & trained adults. I 
devote my time to wolves & wolf-crosses only , 
therefore I can provide the Finest. Ail pups WBA 
registered at no charge. Pictures and info — $5.00. 
CHARLES DYSART 
Box 597, Henrietta, North Carolina 28076 
Phone 704-657-6220 or 704-657-9273 


FRENCH FOREIGN LEGION CAMOUFLAGE, Current Issue 
F-1 Suits in "LIZARD" Pattern Camo Only $68! Matching Cap 
$15., O.D. Suits as issued in France $62. A.H.A., Box 21606, 
Denver, CO 80221. (126) 


CANADIAN MILITARY SURPLUS AT TERRIFIC PRICES — 

CDN. Winter Army Parka — $49.99,2-piece nylon winter white 
camo sets—$29.99, Badges, Wings, Aviation Apparel, Sleep¬ 
ing Bags and MUCH MORE!! Send $1. for info flyer to F.S.E., 
Box 22216, Barrie, Ontario L4M 5R3. (126) 


UNUSUAL BOOKS 


OVER 500 TITLES-ALL AT DISCOUNT PRICES! 

MANY AVAILABLE NOWHERE ELSE 

PRIVACY • UNDERGROUND BUSINESS • NEW IDENTITY 
BLACK MARKET • LEGAL SELF-HELP • SURVEILANCE 
SURVIVAL • DISGUISE • CRIME • REVENGE • CHEMISTRY 
EXOTIC WEAPONS • FIREWORKS • LOCATING PERSONS 
-PLUS MANY OTHER CONTROVERSIAL SUBJECTS — DISCOUNTED'- 

HUGE 80 PAGE DISCOUNT CATALOG —$1 (Ref.) 


ANVIL Box 640383 • El Paso„TX 79904 


“SILENT KILLING COURSE”! Toughest unarmed combat/ 
knife program! Original Fairbaim Syllabus keyed to texts! YOU 
can learn what secret agents/commandos learned during 
WWII! $10. GUARANTEED! Bradley Steiner, Box 1278-SF, 
Seattle, WA 98111. (126) 


TELEPHONE LISTENING DEVICE 


Record telephone conversations in your oHice or 
home Connects between any cassette or tape 
recorder and your telephone 'ine. Stans auto¬ 
matically when phone is answered. Records both 
sides ol conversation Stops recorder when 
phone is hung up. 



$ 19.95 


EACH Qiy Disc Avail 



Super Powerful 
FM TRANSMITTER 

Many times more powerful lhan other transmitters. 
Transmits up to V* mile to any FM radio -Easy to 
Assemble Kit - up to 9V battery (not incl.) 

For catalog ol Transmitters. Voice Scramblers and 
other specialty items, enclose $2 00 to USI Corp 
Cell 305-725-1000 or wod $19 .95 + $1.00 
shipping per item to' USI Corp., PO Box 
SF -2062, Melbourne, FL 32902 COD’j OK. 


FOREIGN CAMOUFLAGE, Smart looking Brazilian uniform: 
Jacket, trousers, cap $70. Spanish uniform: shirt, trousers $55. 
All new unissued. Other types available. State size, add ship¬ 
ping, or C.O.D. Phone 812-876-2171. Western Survival, PO 
Box 48, Spencer, IN 47460. (128)_ 

SELF DEFENSE AND STREET FIGHTING, proven methods, 
written by a former Viet Nam vet, Police Officer, Narcotics 
Agent, Bounty Hunter and Body guard of notables. $4. includes 
postage. Send to MICHAEL’S DESIGNS, 1973 N. Nellis #219, 
Las Vegas, NV 89115. (129) 


W.W. .1 COLLECTORS HHMIgHEIIlIilFTKIEl 



Hats-Badges-Medals of all Nations. 
U.S. Officer’s Cap (new (rom 
original U.S. maker), tan with 
brown leather visor, chin strap 
and U.S. Eagle pin. State size S, 

M, or Lg.$58.00 

We pay postage. Our 224 page 
fully illustrated catalog $3.00 
(FREE with order). 


.W. #2 Ltd Box 2063-T, St. Louis, MO 63158 


DOG TAGS. Set of 2 tags, long and short chain. 5 fifteen 
space lines. $5. set. No extra charge for printing or shipping. 
Hill, 2908 Elm Hill, Nashville, TN 37214, (126)_ 

INVENTIONS, IDEAS, NEW PRODUCTS WANTED! Pre¬ 
sentation to industry/national expositin. Call toll free 1-000- 
288-IDEA. Canada, 1-800-528-6060. Ext. 831. (130) 


< .625 MAGNUM ?S > —^ 


• Our .625 Cel. Blowgun* are up to 20% Faster and More Powerful than 
the smaller .38 to .40 Cal. Blowguns. 

• Our Blowgun out-performs C0 2 pellet guns. 

• Each Blowgun comes with 1 dart clip, 24 all purpose darts, 6 
broadhead darts, 6 stun dans, and rubber tip .... 2 FL Model $25.50,3 
FL Model $27JO, 4 FL Model $29.50, 4 FL Take Down Model $31.50. 


Accept VISA — MasterCard — $2.50 shipping & handling on all order*. 
To order our free catalog call 602-855-8095 
J.R. STUPER0 • PO Box 209-8 • Lake Havasu, AZ 86403 


“SWAT SECRETS”, $2.95! Allied, Drawer 5070 (EW), Glen¬ 
dale, AZ 85312. (126) 


FREE FALL TRAINING 

HALO - HAHO 

Now available for the first time from one of the most respected 
parachute training centers in the U.S. AFF East Inc. is offering 
a Free Fall Training course which will put you in the company of 
the elite - the Halo qualified jumper! Classes for 1988 will be 
limited so act now! Training is discreet! 

Become Free Fall qualified in 10 days and 12 jumps — basic 
course only 51995.00 
•All jumps from 10,500 feet + 

•60 seconds of free fall per jump 
•Ram-air canopies 
•Modern training techniques 
•Parachute packing course 
• 1st jump certificate and log book 
•Graduation certificate and wings 
•Optional free fall photos/video of your jumps (additional cost) 
•Optional O 2 familiarization jum - $150 00 (includes 1-day flight 
physiology course) 

•Optional Haho course (additional cost) 

Call or write now for information and class dates: 

AFFEAST INC. 

MFFDEPT. 

3506 AIRPORT ROAD 
CHAMBERSBURG, PA 17201 
(717) 264-1111 


REMAILING: West Germany. $2. includes postage. Con¬ 
fidential forwarding, receiving, holding. Brochure $1. TWG, 
Postfach 1151, 6460-M Gelnhausen, West Germany. (130) 

LEARN GOLD, Silver, Platinum scrap recycling business. 
$75,000 year possible. Spare time. Easy! Free information: 
Recycling, Box 11216SF, Reno, NV 89510-1216. (128) 


Italian Stilettos 



Made in 


9" only $12.95 

Postpaid 


$ 21.00 

Postpaid 


Dealer inquiries 
invited 


Quality made sti ettos. 
Beautiful mirror polished steel 
blades, Positive front lock, 
Rear release, Black or white 
handles on 9" only. 


Must be 18 to order. Check local laws 
before ordering. Mich. res. add sales tax. 


Midwest Wholesale Distributors Inc. 

P.O. Box 426 Dept. SFD-4 
South Haven, Ml 49090 


THE STURM, RUGER 10/22 RIFLE AND .44 MAGNUM CAR¬ 
BINE — by Duncan Long. Noted firearms author offers specs, 
troubleshooting, ammo and accessories. SVfcxB 1 /^, softcover, 
photos, illus., 180pp. Send $13. ppd to: PALADIN PRESS, PO 
Box 1307-8DQK, Bouider, CO 80306. (303) 443-7250. (128) 

SKS, AK47 Maintenance Manuals $5.95 each. SKS, AK47, 
AKM, Technical Manuals $6.95 each. Allied, Drawer 5070 
(EU), Glendale, AZ 85312. (126) 
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•'THE CONFEDERACY STILL LIVES!” Honor the brave men 
who fought with General Robert E. Lee’s forces, with a striking 
likeness of an Honorable Discharge from the Confederate 
cavalry. Their memory will live forever with this beautiful keep¬ 
sake. Recognition for the valiant families who courageously 
defended the values of the South. Ample name space on 
contemporary Stexll parchment. $5 postpaid. Military 
Graphics Ltd., Dept 2 Box 502, Woburn, MA 01801. (128) 


NOW AVAILABLE! 


The Original ADVENTURER , s TMi 

BULLWHIP 

Thick, 
High-Grade 
Leather 

From; 

CATTLE BARON™ LEATHER CO. 

■ SfflJD LEATHER CORE - Tne OfllGIHAL. As 

Used in EXPEDITIONS Around the World 
AU KAND-PUJTTO. THICK, Genuine 


Permanent 

Original "Ruddy- 
Brown" Color 

. LEATHER COVERED 
HANDLE A BALL W/ 
.... WRIST LOOP 
iT USE vv "-- 
PRICES: ORIGINAL 10 Ft. Length *119.95 
Extra Long 12 Ft. *139-95 
LEATHER BELT CARRIER *495 
• A FORMIDABLE SURVIVAL TOOL * 

When Swung Property,. KINETIC ENERGY Makes 
the HP Of the ADVENTURER’S BULLWHIP‘ MOVE 

ATnwaifflFOT-pffsaMB. 

• WHP-HANDLING Instruct**® Inducted. 

The HCHEST OUAUTY. TOUGHEST BULL WHIPS 
AvaAaWe - Perfectty BALAMCHJ For ACCURACY. 

CREDIT CARD PHONE ORDERS Call (512) 697-8900 
Send VISA CATTLE BARON LEATHER CO. 

MC, Check P.O. Box 100724 Dept. SOF-4 irfj 

BSiOr M.O. To SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78201 iff 



NOTE THESE lUUWMlPS 
ARE NOT TOYS & NOT CHEAP 
FOREIGN MADE SOUVENIRS 
- THEY ARE GENUINE 


AT OUR TEXAS FACTORY BT 


BECOME A COLONEL in the Confederate Air Force! Num¬ 
bered Certificate suitable for framing. $5. Sunshine Associ¬ 
ates, Box 1174, Williamston, NC 27B92. (130) 


SPECIAL FORCES VIDEO TAPES. Operating Techniques 
FM31-20. FIVE SEPARATE TAPES. Tape 1: Intelligence & 
Psychological Operations; 2; Infiltration & Planning; 3: Air Op- 
erations-Communications; 4: Water Operations- 
Communications; 5: Demolition-Engineering-Medical Aspects 
of SF Operations. VHS only, $29.95 each plus $2.95 shipping 
& handling. SELF RELIANCE GROUP, 316 California Ave., 
Ste 206, Reno, NV 89509. (126) 



Full Size li.S. and Vietnamese Medals. Ribbons, 
Badges, Fine Display Cases, Miniature Medals, 
Personal Service, Display the valuable Medals 
awarded yo u or your family. GuaranteedI 
rrn • FREE CATALOG! • 

WRITE TODAY 


FT HARRISON P.O. INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46216-9998 


RANDALLS, Blackie Collins, Buck Customs, Al Mar, Gerber, 
Buck, Pacific, Victorinox, Case, Puma, Kershaw, Western, 
Kabar, Explorer, Aitor, Benchmark, Lakota, Cold Steel, A.G. 
Russell, Browning, Frost, Parker, Taylor, Leatherman, Re¬ 
mington, Spyderco, Wyoming, Eye Brand, DMT, Lansky, Cata¬ 
log $2. CAROLINA CUTLERY, PO Box 12819 SOF, Winston- 
Salem, NC 27117. (137) 


DOG TAGS — AUTHENTIC G.I. TYPE. Stainless steel com¬ 
plete wilh chains. Will print anything you want up to 5 lines and 
up to 15 characters per line, (spaces count as a character), 
complete set only $6.95 postpaid: TAGS UNLIMITED, PO Box 
40775, Bakersfield, CA 93304. (127) 



Offering 

My Hollow Handle 
Survival & Combat Knife 

Non-Glare Mat Combat Finish 


Only 

$ 225 °° 


length. 

All stainless steel 
construction with 
combat shealh. 


’V 


Knives 


< 


Custom Handmade Knives 
by Robert Parish 

1922 Spartanburg Hwy. Hendersonville, NC 28739 
Phone (704) 692-3466 
“Send $2,00 for complete catalog.” 


NT 


LONG RANGE HIGH TECH hand carried rifle and integrated 
range finder-scope. Max. range 8,000 + yd. $60,000 ea. For 
information writo: H + H Enterprise, PO Box 2693, Santa Clara, 
CA 95051. (129)_ 

RUSSIAN INSIGNIA, Paratrooper Badge $17., Military Police 
Badge $21Pilot's Wings $20., Cap Badge $10., Officer's Cap 
Badge $15., Complete Listing & Color Photo $1. A.H.A., Box 
21606. Denver, CO 80221. (126) 


ULTIMATE PROTECTION! Brazilian Fiia, Anti-terrorist dog. 
Devoted, natural protector for your family and property. Pup¬ 
pies available. Free information. PO Box 28591, Seattle, WA 
98118. 206-722-6172. (126) 


MILITARY 


YLIUCLLS 


ADS-ARTICLES'NEWS 



One year 
6 issues — $12 
Two years 
12 issues - - $20 

Subscribe now. 

P.O. Box 1748L 
Union, N.J. 07083 


THE MARKETPLACE 
FOR MILITARY VEHICLES 


NIGHT VISION STARLIGHT SCOPES, infrared. Avoid blind 
purchases; we demonstrate equipment. Literature for SASE. 
Alba, Box 730-F, Concord, MA 01742. (127) 

AUTHENTIC VIETNAM underground radio station tapes. Re¬ 
corded on quality Hi-Bias cassettes, these 80 minute tapes 
express the true sentiment of those who were there. From 
Saigon, Na Trang Fan Rang area. Volumes One and Two 
available for $8.95 each, postpaid. PBR STREETGANG, Box 
444, Shoreham, NY 11786. And the hits just keep on cornin’! 
(126) 


Knife Liquidation Sale! 


1 for 3.95 - 2 for 6.95 - 3 for 9.95 

Buy Three Get One FREE! 

m (#103 is free With 3 purchase) 


*101 BOOT 
KNIFE 


9" overall. Double edge stainless steel blade; 
leather sheath w/clip. 

*102 

HUNTER 

5" closed. Stainless steel blade, brass bolsters, 
wood handles, front lock; w/leather sheath. 

*103 

PANTHER 
GRIP 

5W dosed. Stainless steel blade, brass bolsters, 
wood handles, front lock; w/leather shealh. 

For postage 1.50 for 1 knife Money-bacfc guarantee 

.75 each additional knife Mich, residents add sales tax. 

Midwest Wholesale Distributors Inc. 

P.O. Box 426 Dept. SFD4, South Haven, Ml 49090 



WE ARE LIVE FREE the force for life and freedom. We 
believe that life is worthless without freedom and that true 
freedom belongs only to those who can protect and controle 
their own lives. We piovide: Regional training activities, Month¬ 
ly newsletters, Instructors certification, Mail network. Group 
affiliation, Radio network, Discount programs, Computer net¬ 
work and more. Sample newsletter and literature $2., 1 year 
membership only $15. Live Free, Box 1743, Harvey, II. 60426. 
(126) 


NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS: 

From time to time, we make our list of 
customers’ names and addresses 
available to carefully screened com¬ 
panies to send announcements of their 
products or services. 

If you prefer not to receive such mail¬ 
ings, and want your name on our sub¬ 
scriber list only, please write us, en¬ 
closing your mailing label. 

Please address vour request to: 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
P.O. Box 348 
Mt. Morris, IL 61054 
Attn: Customer Service 


MILITARY ELECTRONICS: CPRC-26 Infantry Manpack 
Radio, compact, 50-54 MHz FM, Receiver-Transmitter sec¬ 
tions, case, antenna, crystal: $17.50 apiece complete, $32.50/ 
pair. Professional quality TS-352 Vcttchm/Multimeter, AC-DC, 
with leads, manual: $12.50. Patrol Seismic Intrusion Device 
(“PSID”) TRC-3: $42.50 apiece, $147.50/sel of four, R-108 
Vehicular/Fietd Receiver, 20-28 MHz: $27.50 mint. H-251 
Communications Headphones: $7.50. 45 Day Replacement 
Guarantee. Add $4,50/piece shipping, $9 maximum. Baytro- 
nics, PO Box 591. Sandusky. OH 44870. (126) 
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PARTING SHOT 




CAPTURED HEADGEAR 

Marine Private First Class Jimmy C. Mosley of Clarksdale, 
Mississippi, and Lance Corporal Mike Smith of Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania, model NVA headgear found in Hue. Photo: 
Corporal Masenger, USMC 
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Looking For Some Fun, Travel and Adventure? Ready to Join With Other Free World Jumpers in 
the Camaraderie of Airborne? Then You’re Ready for the International Association of Airborne Veterans’ 

Fourth Annual Paratrooper Tour of Israel! 


13-22 MAY 1988 


This once-in-a-lifetime opportunity will put you in 
the air and under the canopy with the Airborne 
Forces of Israel. If you’re an active, reserve or vet¬ 
eran military airborne-qualified, static-line jumper, 
then you’ll want to stand in the door for: 

• Ground training airborne refresher course and a 
static-line parachute jump from a C-130 Hercules 
with Israeli paratroopers. 

• Your official Israeli armed forces jump wings and 
certificates awarded by a senior member of the 
Israeli army. This event is officially recognized by the 
Israeli government, and active duty and active 
reserve personnel will receive letters of authorization 
allowing them to wear these wings on their uniforms. 

• An Israeli army military briefing on the Middle East 

situation. , 


• Banquets with army veterans and airborne staff. 

• Official wreath-laying ceremonies at the Israeli 
Paratroopers Memorial. 

• Visit restricted military sites in Israel and on the 
Golan Heights and a hands-on display of captured 
Russian tanks. 

• Attend briefing at the "Good Fence” position 
between Israel and Lebanon. 

• Visit Holy sites in Jerusalem; Masada; Jericho; the 
Sea of Galilee; the Negev Desert and swim in the 
Red Sea. 

This nine-day tour includes round-trip airfare from 
New York; ground transportation in Israel; deluxe 
hotel accommodations with breakfast; and most din¬ 
ners; and all military and historic tours. 


Supplementary five-day tour and military safari in 
the Negev Desert with destination of Eilat on the 
Red Sea also available at extra cost. 

Airborne troops are first in, last out, so don’t wait! 
Only 200 participants can be handled by our Israeli 
hosts, so we must make this a first-come, first- 
served registration. You'll receive your complete 
information packet and itinerary as soon as possible. 
A $250* registration fee is required and must accom¬ 
pany your form so that we can slot you on the 
manifest. (‘Registration fee is refundable up until 60 
days prior to the tour.) 

Fill out the registration coupon below, and mail it 
with your cashier's check or money order made 
payable to: I.A.A.V., Suite 181, 606 W. Barry Street, 
Chicago, IL 60657. 


OFFICIAL APPLICATION: 
ISRAEL ’88 


AIRBORNE ALL THE WAY! 

r 


THE TOTAL PACKAGE INCLUD¬ 
ING AIRFARE AND ALL 
GROUND ARRANGEMENTS IS 
$1,895.00 PLUS $100 INSUR¬ 
ANCE. A $250.00 DEPOSIT IS 
REQUIRED WITH THIS APPLI¬ 
CATION. MAKE CHECK PAYABLE 
TO: I.A.A.V. SPACE IS LIMITED 
TO 200 JUMPERS. THE TRIP IS 
AVAILABLE ON A FIRST-COME, 
FIRST-SERVED BASIS. 


MAIL TO: I.A.A.V., SUITE 181 

606 W. BARRY STREET, CHICAGO, IL 60657 

312/327-3120 


Name 



Arir1rfi«w 



Serial If 

Rank 

City 

State 

Zip Code 

Units of Airborne Service 


Telephone ffi _ 

) 


Dates of Service: From_ 

To 

State of Health_ 



Awards and Badaes 












FREE DANNER 
BOOT CATALOG 

Select your new boots from our detailed full-color catalog, showing 
the complete selection of styles and sizes. Includes Danner boots 
with the Gore-Tex® fabric sock lining, guaranteed waterproof. 
Choose from all-leather or lightweight leather and Cordura® nylon 
combinations, with Vibram® lug or crepe soles. Danner makes 
tough boots and shoes for people who want comfortable feet. 

And inside every pair are 40 years of experience. 
CALL 1-800-345-0430 from 9 to 4 Pacific Time, or 
send tins card today for your FREE Danner catalog, 
and names of your nearest dealers. 



Super Redhawk 



® 

STURM, RUGER 
& Company, Inc. 

123 Lacey Place, Southport, Connecticut 06490 

Free instruction manuals for all Ruger firearms are 
available upon request 



.44 Magnum Double Action Revolver 

When it’s down range and a tough shot—in rough country or 
on the silhouette line-Ruger’s Super Redhawk shortens the 
distance with accurate .44 Magnum authority. The Ruger 
Super Redhawk, in IVz and 9 A /2 inch barrels, is built for 
strength and endurance. To help the endurance of the shooter 
the Super Redhawk has Ruger s unique rubber-cushioned 
grips, (Frame-mounted scope rings included.) 


Entire contents © 1987 by Sturm, Ruger & Company. 










